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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


ISRAELI SPIES SAID PRESENT AMONG PLO FIGHTERS 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 139, 9-15 Oct 82 pp 17-18 
[Article by Muhammad Ma'tuq: "How the Strugglers Became Israeli Officers." ] 


[Text] When the Israeli invasion forces entered the cities of Sidon and Tyre, 
they interned all males age 15 years and older and kept them in camps in the 
open surrounded by barbed wire and under close guard. Then they summoned 
masked persons to walk between the rows and point to some of the internees 

and then leave without anyone being able to recognize them. Their faces were 
always covered by black bags with two holes in each only for their eyes. 


The unlucky ones were those pointed to by the hooded men. They were trans- 
ported from the camps to Israel where they are expected to be put on trial, as 
Israeli officials promised, as criminals and murderers, for Israel does not 
recognize the Palestinian internees and members of other nationalities serving 
in the ranks of the Palestinian resistance as prisoners of war. 


The hooded persons who worked as informers for the Israeli occupation in 
southern Lebanon remained unknown for the most part. However, the southerners 
relate a famous event in which a woman from Sidon demonstrated great courage 
and disdain for the Israelis. The woman was standing near a line of internees 
when the Israelis came along with one of the hooded men to guide them to the 
"terrorists" who fought to defend Lebanon against the invaders. The woman 
approached the man in an effort to determine his identity from his eyes. She 
recognized him at once, stretched out her hand, and in an act of rare courage 
ripped off the hood. Her suspicion was confirmed to the astonishment of all, 
for the traitor was her son. 


That woman knew the importance of exposing the hooded person because the 
Palestinian fighters and the Lebanese who escaped from the clutches of the 
invading forces were lying in ambush for the traitors and spies. Yet she did 
not hesitate to expose the treachery of her son. When told her son was shot 
to death by the fighters, she was happy and cried with joy. Some said she 
lost her mind. However, everyone praised her patriotism which outweighed 
blood tie. 


Masked informers were not born with the Israeli invasion of Lebanon. All the 
strongholds of the Palestinian resistance and its Lebanese allies in the South 














and in Beirut were known to the Israeli torces before the assault began. [Even 
some of the secret centers were known. Some of those close to the Palestinian 
resistance leaders say PLO chairman Yasir ‘Arafat was forced to change his 
headquarters three times during the siege of Beirut and the three headquarters 
were subjected to Israeli precision bombing each time. They added that in the 
last days of the siege ‘Arafat and several leaders refrained from going into 4 
building close to their escorts when an aerial bombardment blocked their way. 
This was after they were convinced the building would be bombed and destroyed 
in a few minutes, resulting in a disaster for its inhabitants. 


On more than one occasion the Lebanese went down to the entrance of the build- 
ings they lived in to welcome a Palestinian leader who had sought shelter 

from a bombing. However, in a few minutes they rushed back to their apart- 
ments to get their children and whatever possessions they could carry and 
leave the building as quickly as possible. This situation stirred the emotions 
of some of the Palestinian leaders involved who were seen frequently shedding 
tears. 


A prominent Palestinian official says once while leaders of the Palestinian 
resistance were trying to escape the deadly Israeli shells ‘Arafat escaped 

an attempt to assassinate him by blowing up the al-Sana'i' building with the 
so-called"vacuum bomb" which turned the building instantly into rubble. 
‘Arafat was heading for the building to inspect the condition of its inhabi- 
tants, Palestinians who had left their camps north of Beirut and in the South, 
when the building was suddenly demolished while he was just 4 few steps away. 


The traitors are not all Lebanese. ‘Arafat's movements are still carefully 
concealed so that none but his close companions know of them, and then only at 
the last moment. This is on the assumption that the "fifth column", which 
worked in behalf of Israel during the invasion, included recruits from the 
immediate entourage of the Palestinian leader. 


A foreign correspondent relates that a bearded Palestinian leader in command 
of the Palestinian location near Tyre--he went to meet Western newsmen and 
talk with them about the battle of the Palestinian resistance against 
"imperialism and Zionism"--was one of that column. When the Israeli tanks 
entered Tyre, he was standing on a highway receiving a quick salute from the 
Israeli officers riding by in a jeep at the head of the convoy. 


Like this leader, another Palestinian official, short and bearded, used to 
accompany the official spokesman of the Palestinian resistance Mahmud al- 
Labadi in press conferences for foreign reporters. He stayed with al-Labadi 
in ‘Arafat's headquarters and substituted for al-Labadi in his absence. He 
accompanied the reporters in their tours of the camps, answering their 
questions and helping them arrange meetings with Palestinian leaders. 


After the Israeli invasion of Lebanon and during the siege of Beirut, one of 
the American correspondents was passing through an Israeli barricade in the 
Awza'i area when he suddenly saw an official wearing an Israeli officer's 
uniform. The correspondent asked him: "What are you doing here?" He laughed 
and answered: "I am doing my work." 











The director of the PLO office in London Nabil al-Ramlawi tells another story. 
During the siege of Beirut, al-Ramlawi had a hard time trying to find out what 
was going on in the Lebanese capital and speak to a prominent official. He 
telephoned the political department of the PLO in Beirut and was told by the 
person on duty that none of the officials was there. When he asked about the 
situation, the person on duty said: "Morale is high and we are winning." When 
he said he was worried and wanted to know the details, the reply was "Don't 
you worry, we here are not worried." Al-Ramlawi kept calling the offices of 
the leaders and getting the same answers. There was even a time when a Pales- 
tinian in the political department who had previously visited London and the 
PLO office there answered the call. He asked al-Ramlawi: ‘How can I tell 

you are really al-Ramlawi?" He answered you can ask whatever you want. ‘The 
individual in the Beirut office asked the name of the employee working in the 
office. Al-Ramlawi's memory saved him and he answered calmly. The individual 
in Beirut then said: "Now I am sure you are al-Ramlawi. Here is so-and-so to 
inform you about what is going on." 





So things returned to normal, but al-Ramlawi still did not learn of the 
reasons for the initial wariness in talking to him until he visited Damascus 
after the departure of the Palestinian resistance leaders from Beirut. There 
he met Salah Khalaf (Abu Iyad), a member of the central committee of Fatah. 
and before he could say a word Khalaf exclaimed: "Why do you want to kill me, 
Nabil?" 


Abu Iyad told al-Ramlawi what happened one day during the siege. The 
telephone switchboard operator in Abu Iyad's headquarters on the new road 

in Beirut picked up a strange conversation. The speaker wanted to talk with 
Abu Iyad and said he was Nabil al-Ramlawi from London. The operator then 
transferred the call to Abu Iyad's office in another building to which the 
Palestinian leader had moved as a precaution. When Abu Iyad heard the voice 
of the speaker, he doubted the genuineness of his identity, handed the 
receiver to an Arab newsman who was in his office at the time, and asked him 
to pretend to be Abu Iyad--and he did so. However, the speaker found the news- 
man's voice strange so he said: "You are not Abu Iyad. Give me Abu Iyad. Is 
he there?" Abu Iyad who was listening asked the newsman to hang up at once. 
He then got in touch with the switchboard operator in the other building and 
asked him to evacuate the entire building immediately. This is what actually 
happened. Within a few minutes Israeli planes flew over the building, dropped 
bombs, and turned it into rubble. Since that time the name of Nabil al- 
Ramlawi has been a cause for concern to the offices of the Palestinian leaders 
in Beirut. 


Allies of the Resistance 


Israeli spying activities have not been limited to the Palestinian resistance 
alone. On the contrary, they have also involved its allies in the Lebanese 
National Movement. The locations of the forces of this Movement were sub- 
jected to concentrated bombing during the siege of Beirut. The main centers 
of the National Socialist Party, the Progressive Socialist Party and the 
Murabitun received the lion's share. The prevailing opinion was that the 
policy of opening West Beirut to the residents of East Beirut led to the dis- 
closure of the locations of the National Movement to Israel until the invad- 
ing forces entered West Beirut and began pursuing the Lebanese fighters to 














their homes and arresting them. When the spies who infiltrated the ranks of 
the Naticnal Movement were exposed, two names became known. One of them was 
that of an official in the Murabitun called 'Ali 'Alwan while the other was 
known as a member of the National Socialist Party called Walid al-Jamal. 
"‘Alwan and al-Jamal performed important services for the Israeli troops and 
led them personally to arms caches and fighters' homes by using detailed lists 
of the caches, homes, and names. '‘Aiwan and al-Jamal were wearing Israeli 
officer's uniforms, carrying Israeli weapons, and passing through Israeli 
barricades with travel permits and gun licenses. 


Eyewitnesses reported that 'Alwan killed three youths who were setting up an 
ambush for the Israeli troops when they entered Beirut. Also, al-Jamal was 
seen with Israeli soldiers in the Concord building near the Lebanese broad- 
casting station in West Beirut. 


Sources in the National [Socialist] Party reported that al-Jamal was not a 
member of the party, but that he allegedly was sympathetic to it. He fre- 
quently visited one of the party's branches in Beirut and took part from time 
to time in limited military missions. However, when the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon began, he disappeared from the area. No one suspected him until he 
reappeared leading Israeli soldiers in searches of the homes of fighters who 
were members of this party and others. 


It is known that among those who worked for the Israeli Army in Beirut were 
other individuals indebted to the Palestinian resistance, the National Move- 
ment, and organizations friendly to Syria. This led to the spread of rumors 
in the Lebanese capital that individuals who had disappeared from their posi- 
tions in a certain area were seen wearing Israeli military uniforms at a 
barricade in Beirut or at points of entry. There were many rumors about "Abu 
al-Rish" who was living in a shack at the end of Hamra' Street in West Beirut. 
He used to hang bells on his clothes and act like a madman until he vanished 
at the beginning of the invasion only to show up once again with the Israeli 
troops with the rank of Israeli Army captain. 


A similar rumor floated around concerning a peddler of "cassette" tapes who 
was disturbing patients in a Beirut hospital. One of the hospital physicians 
who was bothered by the sound of music under the hospital window and who 
asked the peddler several times to turn down the sound or go somewhere else 
related that he saw the peddler at an Israeli barricade in the Galérie Sim‘an 
area. But this time he was wearing an Israeli Army officer's uniform. Before 
the doctor could say anything he exclaimed: "I hope I did't really bother 

you with the sound of music, doctor." 


Then there is the story of a vegetaole peddler who used to spread out his 
goods near the Bastah mosque in West Beirut for 15 years. When he recently 
disappeared, rumors began to circulate about eyewitnesses who saw him at an 
Israeli barricade. Another story concerns a goatherd who used to be seen 
near Sports City. Then he disappeared until he was seen by a boy at an 
Israeli barricade. He had removed his scarf and cloak and was carrying an 
Israeli Uzi machine gun. 




















There are many other stories with intermingled truth and fiction that made 
everyone in West Beirut very fearful and wary. This is precisely what 
Israel wanted. It not only sent out spies but released a flood of rumors 
to destroy morale and suppress any incentive to resist the occupation. 


The role of spies in Beirut was terrible. They guided Israeli soldiers to 
the homes of all those who had a connection, close or remote, with the 
National Movement, the Palestinian resistance or the Syrian Deterrent Forces. 
More than one incident is recalled in which the victim took personal revenge 
against a malevolent informer. Israeli punishment was invariably terrible. 
Usamah al-Khalidi, a professor of organic chemistry at the American University 
hospital, relates that Israeli soldiers entered his apartment in a building 
that houses the Center of Palestinian Studies of the PLO, plundered it, stole 
technical books, some old vessels, kitchen utensils, electrical appliances, 
clothing, and perfumes belonging to his wife. Then they collected his books 
and some of his clothing, threw them on the ground, defecated on them, and 
then broke raw eggs over everything. Malcolm Kerr, president of the American 
University, intervened with the Israeli troops to stop what they were doing 
and leave the apartment. 


What the Israelis did in al-Khalidi's apartment is but a sample of what they 
did in hundreds of homes in West Beirut. A week before the withdrawal from 
Beirut, Israeli trucks were seen transporting stolen household furnishings, 
articles from television stores, and electrical appliances, carrying some cars 
and heading south for Israel. Senior employees of the Lebanese Middle East 
Airlines reported that Israeli soldiers stole even the computer equipment from 
the Beirut Internstional Airport. 


How Did It Produce Them? 


How did Israel produce its spies? How did it make contac’ with them and 
organize them? And how did it guide und use them? 


The information available to AL-MAJALLAH indicates that West Germany is one of 
the main centers for making contact with and organizing spies. Contact is 
made there with Lebanese and Palestinians under unusual circumstances and 
then recruited to serve Israel's objectives. [To obtain] an entry visa for 
West Germany from Lebanon is very difficult. A person who seeks a visa is 
either someone legally invited by a resident of West Germany or one who 
requests it for travel. In either case, getting a visa takes a great deal of 
time, occasionally as long as 3 months. A visa may be denied without any 
reason being given. This is what usually happens. 


The Lebanese and Palestinians who go to West Germany to work travel there by 
illegal means. They go first to East Germany with an entry visa and then move 
to West Berlin and from there to West Germany where they obtain a temporary 
residence permit, which must be renewed if the Lebanese or Palestinian alien 
has found a job and if the employer insists that the person seeking the 
residency is indispensible. In a word, the problem of renewing the residence 
permit is a difficult one and the Lebanese and Palestinians there are always 
at the mercy of the West German security authorities who from time to time 
launch 4 campaign of arrests among them and deport them. 














The recruitment operation begins during the arrest stage. Some of those 
arrested are transferred to special camps where they are "brainwashed" by 
West German and Israeli intelligence officers, recruited into Israeli intelli- 
gence, and then sent to Lebanon on specific assignments. 


Abu Iyad unmasked this operation at a press conference that he held in Beirut 
in 1980. He charged that West German intelligence facilitates the activities 
of Israeli intelligence and cooperates with it. Abu Iyad related at the press 
conference that one of the brainwashed Palestinians was sent to Beirut on a 
special assignment to murder Abu Iyad himself. However, he broke down when he 
‘confronted the Palestinian leader and confessed everything. He told him the 
truth of what goes on in those secret camps in West Germany. Abu lyad men- 
tioned the name of the Palestinian recruit and said he underwent "deprogram- 
ming" to restore his self-confidence. 


Contact is maintained with the spies recruited in West Germany. They return 
there from time to time with the open pretext of wanting to travel or to pur- 
chase German automobiles at low prices for resale in Beirut. There they are 
provided with fresh information and instructions and paid for their services. 
Occasionally some of these recruits, aided by West German authorities, move 
to Israel where they receive special training and are provided with spying 
equipment. 


This is what Walid al-Jamal was doing. He would travel to West Germany every 
3 months with the pretext of wanting to buy an automobile and spending some 
time there. It is what they said "Abu al-Rish" was doing, but this has not 
been confirmed. Sources in the National Movement say some German organiza- 
tions in Beirut contained liaison officers between these spies and Israel and 
the Israeli intelligence organizations in West Germany. This is how these 
sources explain the frequent visits of "Abu al-Rish" to the Goethe Institute 
near Al-Manarah where he "used to read some German newspapers." 


The last chapter of this story remains [to be toid]. Israel is unable to pro- 
tect its spies from justice and vengeance at the hands of the fighters. It 
was unable to prevent the assassination of the Palestinian official near 

Tyre who was found with his head crushed a few days after Israel troops 
entered the area. Nor was it also to prevent the murder of Walid al-—Jamal 

on a Beirut street by "unknown persons" after the Lebanese Army announced it 
would arrest him if it found him. 


5214 
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ALGERIA 


ALGERIAN OFFICIAL VOICES DISSATISFACTION WITH ARAB PRESS 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 296, 23 Oct 82 p 29 


[Interview with unidentified Algerian official by Yasir 'Abdrabbuh: 
"Algerian Official: Algeria Has Treatrd Ben Bella Better Than He Treated It"] 


[Text] I have not had the opportunity to visit Algeria for more than 7 years. 
Today, I an surprised by all I see on its streets and in its schools and 

farms and above all by its determination to build the future without for- 
getting the past and, moreover, without ignoring the present. 


When our plane landed, I found myself in a civilized airport named Houari 
Boumedienne Airport. People at the airport have mastered the industry of 
smiling whereas the Algerian was not good at this before. Moreover, the 
policeman now accepts your entry card in Arabic whereas French was the only 
prevalent language following independence. 





From the airport to the center of the city, I found modern suspension bridges 
and construction projects built here, there and everywhere. Algeria is about 
to achieve self-sufficiency. Light and heavy industries are found in all 
cities and villages, agriculture now meets the citizen's needs and the state 
encourages farmers and owners of light industries to work, produce and make 
profits. 


The ordinary Algerian citizen's interests are focused on the concerns of the 
Arab East, especially the Palestinian issue. However, this citizen expresses 
regret mixed with anger when he sees the issue moving from bad to worse. An 
Algerian citizen who is a little over 50 and who was previously a revolution- 
ary in the Algerian National Liberation Front ranks said to me: After 
Algeria's independence, I used to view every Arab coming from the East as a 
giant or as a man belonging to the lines of profit. The reports of your 
struggle against the French and British colonialists dazzled me. But, and you 
must forgive my frankness, I lost my confidence in the Arab East after the 
1967 war. This confidence was restored somewhat after the 1973 war. But in 
the wake of the Israeli invasion of Lebanon, I have lost all my confidence in 
the Arab East and in the struggle of its citizens. You may say, adds the 
good and simple Algerian citizen, that the U.S. force is behind Israel. But 
didn't the Vietnamese people fight the United States while nearly unarmed? 




















And we all know that the Vietnamese people did triumph. I am citing the 
Vietnamese people so that I do not speak of the Algerian people who fought a 
major power named France and who liberated themselves and their country and 
restored it to the Arab nation's fold. 


I took this citizen's opinion and interviewed an Algerian official whose name 

I will not disclose. He said to me: The Arab press has been extremely remiss 
insofar as Algeria and the Algerians are concerned. The opinion you have heard 
from this citizen is almost the opinion of the Algerians generally. Algeria 
has been done a grave injustice by its Arab brothers. Doubts have been cast on 
its honorable Arab stands. It is true that our Algerian media are weak and 
that we do not have the time to announce every day our real positions because 
we are waging the battle of building man and the battle of this man's renais- 
sance. But this should not prevent the Arab press, especially the Arab press 
published in Europe with all the elements of seriousness and clear vision that 
it possesses, from seeing and writing of the truth of what it sees. Algeria's 
borders are open to every Arab to come and see our battle to build, our 

battle with, or for, industrialization and our battle for Arabization. France 
colonized our country for 130 years and we are about to eliminate the traces 
of this colonization. But while waging these battles, we have not forgotten 
the Arab man in every Arab area. Every Algerian considers the Palestine issue 
his number one issue. Yet, we find that everything we do is slandered anc 
subjected to doubts. Moreover, some papers dig up the past intentionally to 
stop the wheel of progress in Algeria and to divert the Algerian man's battle 
for his propserity into sidebattles. 


Algeria and Ben Bella 


[Question] I see you speaking with emotion about the Arab press. Can I know 
how it has harmed Algeria and on what occasion? 


He rang his bell and a young secretary who seemed to be exhausted by the hard 
work she does in the service of this Algerian official entered the room. He 
said to her: Isn't there any coffee in this office? The gentleman here is a 
journalist and perhaps you don't know that the journalists’ tongues are long. 
He then laughed in an endeavor to bribe me and said: Especially those journal- 
ists who come from the Arab East. 


Zaynab [the secretary] was not content with giving her instructions to the 
office messenger to bring coffee but sent with him a bottle of mineral water 
with the word "Sa'tidah" written on it, in Arabic, of course. 


While drinking the coffee and waiting for an answer from the Algerian official 
on the accusation of falsification addressed to the Arab press, the official 
said to me: 


[Answer] The Arab press, especially the press published in Europe, has com- 
mitted numerous mistakes... 


[Question] (I interrupted to say:) Are there facts or examples? 


[Answer] Certainly. Take Ben Bella's story for example. We here do not deny 
that Ahmed Ben Bella was the first prer nt of our republic and that he is an 
indivisible part of our past. Within the framework of this concept, the man 
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has been given his full freedom and many options following his release. One 
o1 the options was for him to stay at a private villa in Algiers or to go 
abroad whenever he wants and to any place in the world he wants. The man 
chose to leave and he was given a special diplomatic passport and the salary 
of a head of state. He came to you in Paris and he is free to state his 
opinion as he wishes. But what is regrettable is that his opinion has been 
transmitted and published without comment on your part. Rather, some of your 
comments have been tantamount to an attack against Algeria and openly aligned 
with the man's opinion and... 


[Question] (I interrupted for the second time) But what do you want a man 
who was imprisoned for nearly 17 years to say? 


[Answer] (This time he interrupted me to say:) He had to be jailed. God be 
my witness (and this is still the official speaking), had Ben Bella stayed 

as president, Algeria would have splintered into parties and factions and 
racial discrimination would have erupted. 


[Question] (I said calmly:) But the man charges you with not having brought 
him to trial. 


[Answer] (After lighting a cigarette and taking a sip from his cup of coffee, 
the official said:) The man who refused to present him for trial was the late 
President Houari Boumedienne. Boumedienne insisted that the first president 
of Algeria could not be brought to trial. He said verbatim: "I don't want 

it to be said here today or in the future that Algeria tried its first presi- 
dent. Therefore, I don't think there is a need to try him." Ben Bella 
remained in detention, honored and treated hospitably, until he was granted 
his full freedom. Is this Algeria's reward? 


Seeing me off at the door, the man insisted on saying: I will not repeat to 
you empty words and I will not ask you to interview any Algerian official. 

I just want you to walk down the street and to ask the ordinary citizen for 
his opinion about things. When you return to Paris, write what you decide to 
write on the basis of your conviction. As for our conversation today, I hope 
it will not be published. 


Because of this entreaty, I have not disclosed the name of the Algerian 
official. But I have found in what he said things that we hear for the first 
time. 
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ABSENTEEISM, ITS EFFECTS EXAMINED 
Algiers ALGERIE-ACTUALITE in French 14-20 Oct 82 pp 3-5 
[Article by Ben Faycal: "Absenteeism--Why?"] 


[Text] Do they represent a sincere desire to seek efficiency in the system 

of production or a wish to question the political, economic and social founda- 
tions of the choice made for independent development? The opinions and 
analysis put forward here and there concerning "absenteeism" make one ask such 
questions about them. It could not be otherwise, considering that any debate 
on the substance of some concept or other is not a hairsplitting quarrel among 
individuals but is the reflection in theory of conflicts of opposed interests 
in society. 


That means that the definition of certain "word-concepts" is important, for 
confusion about words inevitably creates confusion in thoughts and in speech 
and, therefore, in the action intended to curb this or that negative phenom- 
enon blocking or curbing national development in all its forms. In short, 
one does not juggle with words the way one juggles with a ball. 


Thus, defining "absenteeism" is an opportunity for certain circles to throw 
out untrue statements for the citizenry that verge on being inflammatory. 


Everything takes the rap. If people are absent "it is because of the social- 
ist management of businesses," or "the responsibility for absenteeism lies 
with the workers and managerial intellectuals," or, "it is because penalties 
are not severe enough," or, "it is the fault of doctors, and women," and so 
on and so forth. 


A properly understood national interest and a proper fulfillment of the 5- 

year plan require much more serious analysis of the facts than is evinced above 
if we want to genuinely break down the many obstacles that stand in the way of 
the process of our economic and social development. It is in that perspective 
that the managers and trade unionists of the Ministry of Imergy and Petro- 
chemical Industries and the Ministries of Health and Labor met together for 

two study days devoted to absenteeism, work accidents, and occupational ail- 
ments. 


The seminar made it possible to define some fundamental causes of absence, 
carelessness, and declining motivation of workers (managers and ordinary 
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staff). With all its limitations, this first attempt at an approach to 
nbsenteeiim has already shown that absenteeism is not solely a form of 
behavior but is the result of the voming together of both several factors 

that are social--linked with the environment (transportation, Supplies of 
goods, prices) and with the internal operation of businesses and the atmos- 
phere prevailing in them (democracy in work relationships, wages)--and factors 
connected with the worker himself, his training, his family obligations, how 
he relates to his job, and his state of health. 


Another observation: work accidents and occupational ailments, which are 
steadily on the rise, account for the highest percentage of the level of 
absenteeism. Along those lines, the urgency of a concrete policy for safety 
and protection of the work force has long been pointed out. According to the 
majority opinion, the health and safety of workers is an essential factor in 
production. 


The scientific organization of labor and the specification of tasks and of job 
descriptions for each job appear, for their part, to be an effective remedy 
for casualness, slackness, and watering down of responsibilities. 


Finally, making our businesses profitable and dynamic is most likely no longer 
a technical matter or a simple matter of managerial accounting. It is a mat- 
ter of individual persons in their capacity as the driving force and bene- 
ficiaries of progress. The seriousness of this subject calls for an extensive 
national debate revolving around these themes. 


President Chadli has already emphasized the need to clarify concepts through 
frank and democratic dialogue. This is in fact the best way to give labor 
its measure of right, duty and honor. 


Absenteeism, work accidents, occupational ailments, and work stoppages were 
the subject of two study days organized on 5 and 6 October in Algiers by the 
labor relations department of the Ministry of nergy and Petrochemical 
Industries. 


As the hours passed during those study days, the importance of the topics pre- 
sented and of the sector in question--the quality of the statements and dis- 
cussions--the participation of high-level state and trade union officials-- 
all this in an unplanned fashion carried the reflections of those involved, 
reflections initially confined to the experiences of SONATRACH and SONELGAZ 
[National Electricity and Gas Company], from their sectoral scope to a 
national scope. We might even suggest that the results of the work of those 
two days can constitute an excellent starting point for a national debate on 
the above-mentioned topics; they are items which, through the force of circum- 
stances and contradictions, have turned into real scourges for the economy 

and for individuals. The debate, which was started off by the ministers of 
energy and labor, was meant to be frank and penetrating. The opinions 
expressed were often complementary, sometimes contradictory or indeed oppo- 
site, but always thoughtful and decorous. 


Fitting themselves objectively into that perspective, the participants in the 
seminar tried an interesting approach to "absenteeism" as a concept and a 
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phenomenon having causes and effects. ‘iils approach did away with the simplis- 
tic and commonplace arguments according to which “absenteeism results from 
false certificates of ill-health produced to accommodate patients, from the 
lack of penalties, from the laziness of workers (meaning manual workers) who 
are nonetheless being paid (sic!) and whose numbers are, moreover, in excess 

of staff allowance numbers, and from frequent maternity leaves. Those are 

the reasons for the inefficiency of our companies." The above are real but 
fairly insignificant items in comparison with the other much more substantial 
parameters that explain absenteeism. 


For example, the statistics, which are unfortunately very incomplete, indicate 
an absenteeism rate of 17.16 percent for the energy and petrochemicals sector 
in 1981, and maternity leave (in SONELGAZ) represents only 1.81 percent of 
that rate--leave which is completely according to regulations. No comment is 
necessary. Within their limitations the statistical data also show that legal 
absences, work accidents, and occupational ailments represent nearly 75 per- 
cent of absenteeism. Consequently, unauthorized absences, which get, para- 
doxically, the most attention, constitute only a relatively insignificant 

part of absenteeism. To the speakers' way of thinking, what had to be done 
was not to minimize that unauthorized absence factor but to fit it into the 
entire body of questions in this area so as to avoid the dangerous pitfall of 
exaggeration. 


One can make statistics show whatever one wants. However, there was unanimity 
on one point: overstaffing in companies is a political choice of the country's 
to give the majority of the people the means for a decent life; it does not 
constitute a constraint on production; the real bottleneck is the absence of 

a scientific program for the distribution of work and for the specific defini- 
tion of tasks, job descriptions, and jobs; finally, unauthorized absence is a 
problem for companies’ headquarters and not for production plants. 


There was no unanimity recorded supporting the false-certificate-of-ill-health 
argument. Doctors Lakhal and Dif, labor health director and assistant direc- 
tor respectively, protested against that argument: "That is not a real problem; 
the doctor is the only one who can judge. He must not be the scapegoat. The 
doctor at work is there to protect and take care of workers and not to check 
up on them. The latter is a repressive view of workplace medicine, and it has 
been reduced to marginal proportions as well. For its part INHS [National 
Housing and Health Institute?] estimates that "50 percent of work accidents 
are not reported by companies. Out of the non-farm working population of 45 
percent the accident rate rose 258 percent between 1970 and 1980 and the nun- 
ber of fatal accidents rose 208 percent between 1970 and 1978. More than two- 
thirds of companies do not report either accidents or occupational ailments." 
There does not exist "any specific protection for the health of workers in 
spite of the multitude of government regulations; under those circumstances, 
for goodness sake, let's not talk about false certificates of ill-health!" 


But what is absenteeism then? Faced with the lack of shared terminology with 
respect to absenteeism, it was to the seminar's credit that it got a first 
attempt at a unified concept of absenteeism underway. Absenteeism in an 
overall sense, freed from its pejorative connotation, is made up of the 
following: 
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First, regularized or controlled absences, which is to say days of legal time 
off (annual leave, maternity leave, weekly time off, training, assignments, 
leaves of absence for elected representatives of the popular assemblies and 
the party and the trade unions, and for athletes that perform well, and so on.) 
Comment: Periods of legal time off are universal gains for workers and are 

not absences that even have anything to do with what the word "regularized" 
means. Also: Aren't elected representatives, wage earners assigned to the 
party, and ASP [expansion unknown] athletes absent from their original place 
of work in fact absentees whatever the absence is termed? 





Next, absenteeism is made up of non-regularized or uncontrolled absences--in 
other words, frequent and accumulated instances of tardiness, strikes, work 
accidents, illnesses, suspensions, dismissals, and so on. Comment: The social 
causes for all these real absences are likely to be obscured if absence is 
only defined in terms of its effects. 


Lastly, the third and final component of absenteeism: being present at work 
in a technical sense. The individual is at his place of work but is not get 
ting his job done or is getting it done poorly and without conviction. 
Comment: It is hard o de able to quantify this element from a scientific 
point of view. 


The complexity of the issue--a difficult one to definé because absenteeism 
presents a multitude of causes and assumes a variety of forms--becomes even 
greater because current texts "do not permit one to single out a strict 
definition of absenteeism even considering the interest shown in, on the one 
hand, the consequence of absences (the economic aspect) and, on the other hand, 
the cause of absences (the social aspect)." 


This observation put the seminar attendees at a loss for a while but did not 
change their reflective effort. An initial definition was advanced: absentee- 
ism was "the sum of regulation absences, paid or unpaid, with the exception of 
weekly time off, official holidays, paid layoffs, and annual leave." This 
definition was judged unsatisfactory. The discussion continued in penetrating 
fashion and gave rise to yet a second definition that was intended to be more 
socially oriented: absenteeism was "the sum of non-regulation absences; regu- 
lation absences that are authorized are not entered on the books under the 
heading of absences." This proposal's imprecision made it weak. Taking the 
legislative and regulation texts and the two foregoing approaches to a defini- 
tion into account, an attempt at synthesis was submitted to the hall's judg- 
ment: "absenteeism seems to be the sum of workhours due and not actually 
worked. It can take the form of total or partial physical absence or of being 
technically speaking present. Absenteeism includes non-regulation absences 

or regulation absences exceeding the threshhold permitted by the rules." 

The consensus for this definition seemed shaky or unstable at best. 


This shakiness perhaps had its origin (the second day of the proceedings was 
to confirm this) in the procedure which consisted of trying to define 
absenteeism before closely examining its causes. Out of our concern regarding 
the clarity of our report it will be helpful to point out a few other defini- 
tions of absenteeism. Larousse limits it to a "lack of regular attendance at 
work," and the Petit Robert reduces it simply to the “behavior of one who is 
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often absent." As for the Editions Sociales economic and social dictionary, 
it, describes it thusly: "absenteeism has both an individual and a social 
aspect. Individually, it is an expression of the difficult moments of 

daily life--illnesses, deaths, family difficulties, and so on. Socially, it 
is both a symptom of the conditions and the pace of work and an expression of 
workers' reactions to those conditions and that pace." 


The discussion, which carried on in a perceptive fashion, distinguished 
several factors that affect the emergency of absenteeism. Among the factors 
pointed out within a business enterprise were causes linked to the internal 
environment that find expression in an individual's failure to fit into his 
job: a work climate in which work relationships are strained; forecast errors; 
the absence of planning in the careers of workers; and suspensions ana other 
sanctions that swell the percentage of absences. Causes linked to individual 
workers were also pointed out, such as: problems of a family nature and of 
separation; negative emulation; glaring lack of material motivations on the 
job, or, to put it another way, imprecision of tasks for the job held; and 
poor incompatability of a man to his job, a source of qualification standard 
slippage. Also causes linked to work conditions, which is to say the work 
place (industrial site, office, headquarters); the work surroundings: bad 
lighting, defective air conditioning, cramped premises, harmful environmental 
effects, lack of sanitation and safety and of protection for the health of 
workers; and unequal division of labor. 


External or environmental factors included: constraints in the area of chil- 
dren's attendenace at school and child care (especially for working women ) ; 
the vicissitudes of transportation, the cause of great numbers of delays and 
of infrequent service; the socio-cultural customs and constraints that give 
rise to obligations, particularly with respect to the family; constraints on 
the worker as a citizen (demoralizing errands for government papers and for 
supplies); the shortage of housing and continual increases in prices; and the 
wealth that certain privileged or parasitic social strata display--these are 4 
profound attack on the morale of individual producers. 


Apart from the social causes of absenteeism, it was the ones having to do with 
the health of workers that dominated discussions to some extent. For above 
and beyond the human need for good health, health-related absenteeism 
represents more than 60 percent of absences. Thus, avoidance of ill-health 
was considered to be an essential factor in production. "A [healthy] worker 
produces more, better, and at less cost." To support this argument Dr Lakhal 
cited the example of an American firm that turned to Mexican labor with the 
aim of increasing its profit factor. The firm observed that the productivity 
of those workers was extraordinarily low in comparison to that of average 
American workers. Some concluded that there was "congenital laziness among 
the peoples of the Third World," but scientists succeeded in showing with the 
support of figures that the observed deficiency in the productivity of that 
cheap labor came from a highly inadequate diet. It was very quickly observed 
that the more the meals of those workers improved the higher their output rose, 
to the point of equalling that of American workers. Consequently, the physio- 
logical factor has great importance in productivity. "Now then," said Dr 
Lakhal, "we have observed that a considerable proportion of Algerian workers 
consume less than 5 grams of protein [a day]! If we want to limit absenteeism 


14 

















we must protect every aspect of the health of working people, and we must 
therefore undertake a new dynamic effort in the area of work-related medi- 
cine." The minister of labor's representative was to say that protecting the 
cowuitry's principal resource--working strength--is a basic requirement for a 
better life. 


The rising trend in work accidents and occupational ailments calls for 
immediate mobilization of all available health resources and strengthening 
them. Failing that, one doctor asserts, "there is a risk that we will produce 
a scandalous stock of invalids for tomorrow." Keeping track of workers 
medically is critical in this context. And it was with emotion that the ATE 
[Enterprise Workers' Assembly] representative from SONELGAZ spoke: "When taking 
up the question of worker health, some people seem to think that it is a 
present being given to us. Only they forget that it is a factor in economic 
development, as medical doctors have stressed; and further that it is an 
inalienable right established by all the country's basic documents and the 
resolutions of the FLN Central Committee; and finally that workers are paying 
to be protected. Just imagine if the workers, considering their health protec- 
tion contraci unfulfilled, decided not to pay in their contributions any more! 
Besides, according to a doctor some workers consume less than 5 grams of pro- 
tein [a day], so what is their life expectancy? We are paying out for pensions 
that we do not or only to a slight extent receive. That is also why there is 

a falling off in the motivation of workers." 


For her part, Mrs Bensenoussi (SONELGAZ) felt that while it is acknowledged 
that "any job deserves remuneration, it should also be said nowadays that 

any remuneration deserves a job." That was a subtle formulation, calmly 
countered by a personnel director: "You are right, Madam, but one should create 
the best conditions to increase work and rationalize it. If one does not mean 
to set the settlement of workers' socio-occupational problems as a precondi- 
tion for production, then settling those problems must, on the other hand, be 
integrated into a company's concerns as a full-fledged element in development. 
The profitability of companies is not limited to being a technical or manage- 
ment matter; it is also a human matter." 


There was so much of value in the opinions--in all the opinions--expressed dur- 
ing the two study days that it has proved impossible to report those opinions 
in their entirety. However, an initial conclusion, necessarily a partial one, 
does emerge. It is summed up in the following: "When jobs are not clearly 
defined--when the 'safety' aspect is not fitted into that definition--when 
occupational training is inadequate or non-existent-- when respect for safety 
instructions is the subject of only occasional reminders--when medical super- 
vision and tracking of the state of health of workers is not done on the basis 
of the harmful environmental effects and the risks to which they are exposed-- 
all that results in something defined as what is called a bad work environment, 
which favors work accidents, discharge for objective reasons, and, therefore, 
absenteeism." 


So what remedies should be prescribed for this ill? To draw up a list of them 
is unnecessary since the causes of absenteeism have been more or less itemized. 
All that needs to be done, when it comes down to it, is to inject the flipsides 


of those causes into daily life. For absenteeism does not spring from a void. 
It always accompanies indifference to the social problems of workers. 
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EGYPT 


RESEARCH SAID TO BE TOOL OF AMERICAN PENETRATION 
The Second Wave of Penetration 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 720, 1 Nov 82 p 6 


[These reports were prepared and edited by Mustafa Imam, Jamal Ziyadah and 
Nabil 'Abd-al-Fattah. ] 


[Article by Dr Lutfi 'Abd-al-'Azim] 


[Text] Ten days ago THE NEW YORK TIMES' correspondent in the Middle East came to 
my office and interviewed me about the series of articles [entitled] "Describing 
Egypt in American Terms."' As an expert on Middle East affairs he considered this 
series an important happening whose indications had to be observed and analyzed. 


His first question to me was about whether there was a temporal relationship be- 
tween the regrettable events of Beirut and the resultant anti-U.S. campaign and 
the series of articles that were published in AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI. My reply to 
him was that this was a mere coincidence and that the two incidents were 
unrelated. 


His next question was whether AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI was launching a hate campaign 
against the United States. My answer to that question was an unequivocal denial. 
I told him that what was written in AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI was not a campaign 
against anyone, but that it was a campaign for Egypt. Our only objective was to 
warn about the dangers that result from the fact that some of the authorities 
have assumed the position of spectator with regard to what is happening in our 
country on research and studies. Then I told him that unfortunately all the 
operations of "penetrating Egypt" were American. If there were similar Soviet, 
Chinese or Indian operations, we would not ignore them at all. At the end of the 
interview I assured THE NEW YORK TIMES' correspondent that AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI 
does not attack any foreign aid or even American aid, and that we are not so 
stupid as to call for an end to cooperation with foreign institutions, whose 
assistance is not being offered out of any love for the Egyptian people. All that 
we are asking for is that everything take place in the context of what serves our 
national interests. 


Tie editorial staff of AL—-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI devoted themselves to this series of 
articles for four issues. It is our opinion that the magazine has succeeded in 
setting off quite a stir around this question about which no two people disagree, 
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unless the disagreement is only over their perspectives. We decided to make the 
pages of the magazine available to opinions that will be received at the 
magazine. We note that, as usual, AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI welcomes opposing opinions 
just as much as it welcomes supportive opinions. We will conclude this subject 
with a final reckoning in which all serious and purposeful opinions will be 
crystallized. 


National Assembly Called for Action 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 720, 1 Nov 82 pp 7-8 
‘Interview with Dr Hilmi Murad] 


[Text] In this issue Dr Muhanmad Hilmi Murad, vice president of the Labor party 
who served for many years as university professor and who is also a former 
minister of education, talks [about this phenomenon]. Dr Murad announced that he 
will present the case to the parliamentary panel of his party and he will ask the 
panel to file an application for information with the government. He also 
suggested the formation of a committee within the People's Assembly to study the 
phenomenon because of its gravity. 


It Is not Modern 


At the outset Dr Hilmi Murad was careful to affirm that he had some doubts about 
some studies he had heard or read about in newspapers or magazines. However, he 
did not believe that the volume of these studies was so large, and he did not 
think that the phenomenon was that serious. 


[Question] What do you think about the nature of this phenomenon? 


[Answer] The phenomenon is not a recent one. As you mentioned it goes back to 
the French campaign when the French made a descriptive account of the resources, 
traditions and components of society in Egypt. This process is now being repeated 
in this exhaustive manner. But the process had continued between these two 
operations, even though it was being carried out within narrow and intangible 
boundaries by means of some research projects that were carried out by foreign 
organizations or foreign universities, such as the American University. Some 
students at the American University were asked to engage in research or write 
dissertations on subjects that are of interest to responsible agencies in the 
United States or in other countries. Also the scientific dissertations that 
Egyptian students abroad are asked to write have to do with matters that the host 
countries are interested in knowing about. They are interested in having accurate 
information about these matters from their sources. 


At the present time, however, the problem has become so huge and so extensive 
that it no longer comprises studies that are done by individuals or studies in 
which they are partially involved. It has rather become a process of polarizing, 
overpowering, penetrating and interfering in our domestic affairs. The problem 
now has to do with details that can be used against the country's security, not 
only its military security, but also its economic security and its human, 
intellectual and educational security. 
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All these aspects of our security must be secured so we can protect the Egyptian 
character and Egypt's role in the Arab and Islamic region. 


Therefore, the subject is a serious one. Let's not forget that with Israel in the 
region there is now a challenge of a sort: Israel does not conceal its 
aspirations to have economic, political and military control over the region. 
Therefore, giving sensitive information about the course of our affairs, con- 
ditions and capabilities; [allowing others] to interfere in solving our problems; 
and changing our style of life may impede our progress. It may make us need 
certain countries or refrain from taking a direction that others do not want us 
to take. All this is quite serious. Therefore, the problem is not only that of 
exposing this phenomenon, but it is rather that the state has to adopt a remedy 
for this phenomenon. It has to protect the country's national security without 
impeding the course of scientific research which is to be conducted in an 
Egyptian spirit and by Egyptians unassisted by foreign experts, except in those 
cases where Egyptian experts cannot be found. The results of these foreign 
research projects must be evaluated and studied, and the solutions [they propose | 
must not be taken at face value. Doubt must be the foundation [of our approach to 
the conclusions set forth by these research projects], and we are to bear in mind 
that foreigners are nationals who are primarily serving their own country even if 
they had been charged to assist a country like Egypt. 


The Role of the People's Assembly 


[Question] From a political perspective, what are your suggestions for dealing 
with this phenomenon and stopping this constant penetration of Egypt? 


[ Answer ] I believe that this is something that the People's Assembly, as the 
legislative authority [in the country] must take on. If this penetration con- 
tinues, the country may be hurt immediately or in the future. A national, firm 
decision must be made on this matter. For my part, I will present this matter to 
the parliamentary panel of the Labor party so it could request information on the 
subject. Then there would be discussions on the matter in the People's Assembly, 
and these discussions will be aided by the report that was prepared by AL-AHRAM 
AL-IQTISADI. 


The Need for Legislation 


[Question] Two suggestions have been made so far. the first one is to form a 
fact-finding committee that would be made up of public figures and a person from 
the judiciary. The second suggestion is to form a committee within the People's 
Assembly. What do you think [about these two suggestions], and what are your sug- 
gestions? 


[ Answer | It is my opinion that a fact-finding committee is not needed because 
the facts are clear and everyone knows them. What we are interested in are 
controls that would forestall the dangers that we fear if this phenomenon were to 
continue. But if this matter is publicly discussed in the People's Assembly, it 
will be turned over to the authorized committee: the Education and Scientific 
Research Committee. It is through this committee that contacts with officials are 
to take place so that legislation can be written to prevent a phenomenon such as 
that of research contractors [and ensure] that no work is done on these research 
projects without a special permit. Also what I mentioned about numerous data on 
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Egypt leaving the country and research projects being carried out in secret will 
not be brought under control or prevented unless laws are enacted to stipulate 
that anyone who takes part in a research project for a foreign agency has to give 
notice of that within a limited period of time and has to provide copies of these 
studies. With the fact-finding committee that was proposed as a means for finding 
out facts, people may not come forward with the information they have. Legis- 
lation would make that mandatory. 


Making Accusations Is not the Purpose 


[Question] It is believed that enacting legislation that would make it mandatory 
for people who take part in foreign research projects to testify about the data 
they have will impart to the whole matter a police-like authoritarian character 
which is absolutely undesirable as a means. What do you think about that? 


[Answer } The purpose of such legislation is not to accuse or call anyone to 
account. We want to collect data that was compiled in Egypt for foreign agencies. 
On the one hand we do that so we would not repeat these studies that have already 
been done; on the other hand, we do that so we would know what studies exist 
abroad. 


On the other hand, besides legislation regulating this activity, the Academy of 
Scientific Research must play its role as the highest scientific agency respon- 
sible for scientific research in Egypt. This includes Egyptian studies, socio- 
logical studies or studies that are carried out in conjunction with foreign agen- 
cies. In my opinion the activities of consulting offices must be regulated. These 
offices carry out feasibility studies, and they are being used today to channel 
bribes and commissions. Significant information is obtained from these offices 
through those who are associated with them. These offices also receive a large 
portion of the loans that are offered for projects, and these are debited to 


Egypt. 


With regard to setting up procedures for the activities of individuals involved 
in joint research, it must be stipulated that they are to get permission for 
taking part in such research. They must also submit copies of those studies to 
the Academy of Scientific Research so that these studies would not be repeated 
and could be put to use. I want to affirm that the idea of authorization or a 
permit is not intended to limit the freedom of scientific inquiry. It is rather a 
regulatory process to protect society and to put these studies to use as well. 


Scholars' Freedom 


[Question] What do you think is the role of the Census Agency in the process of 
regulating joint research? It's been noticed that the agency's bylaws which 
require scholars to obtain the agency's approval are almost inactive. Some people 
claim that they do not seek the agency's approval because of the red tape that is 
involved. What do you think? 


[Answer] What is responsible for creating this image of the agency is that at a 
certain period of time there were severe restrictions on obtaining data. This 
left a poor impression on scientists. It is my opinion that regulating scientific 
cesearch is to be done by the Academy of Scientific Research and not by the 
[Census] Agency. 
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This is because I agree with you that the freedom of scientific inquiry for 
Egyptian citizens is guaranteed; it is a human right. However, the process of 
foreign research projects carried out in this manner so that information can be 
leaked is rejected. 


No Monopoly for Institutions 


[Question] What do you think about the suggestion that some people have made to 
restrict joint research contracts to institutions and to bar such contracts with 
individuals? 


[Answer] No. We must not restrict this because some people are not confident 
that an institution will supply a good man. There is also room for other consi- 
derations to come into play, such as personal relations and also personal 
sympathy. In my opinion, as long as the state approves research for the public 
interest and as long as scholars get permits and submit copies of their studies, 
[individual scholars should be allowed to enter into these research agreements]. 


The Meaning of Cooperation _ 
[Question] How deep in your view is the present penetration [of Egypt], and what 
do you think is the political posture that must be assumed? 


[Answer] It is important for us to affirm that we do not oppose cooperation with 
the United States or western Europe. However, cooperation does not mean that we 
turn ourselves, our private affairs, our secrets and our innermost feelings to 
foreign agencies with which we are cooperating. These agencies have objectives 
and interests that may conflict with ours one of these days. Consequently, they 
may also take advantage of this information they have about us. Cooperation does 
not mean that these countries penetrate government agencies, labor unions or the 
media. Cooperation must exist between organizations in Egypt and counterpart orga- 
nizations in the foreign countries. There must also be cooperation in scientific 
research and in studies of our own choice, as long as these are studies about us. 
As I said, the results of these studies must not be taken at face value; they 
must rather be taken with a grain of salt. 


Erroneous Statement Corrected 
Cairo AL—AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 720, 1 Nov 82 p 8 
[Article by Dr ‘Ali al-Din Hilal ] 


[Text] I was quite surprised to read what was mentioned in issue number 717 of 
AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI under the title, "A Model for Political Studies: Egypt in 
the Eighties.'' My name was mentioned as general coordinator [of that study]. 


This is to correct information and to set matters straight. There is no study 
underway bearing that title in the College of Economics. The study that is being 
done is entitled, "Egypt and the Arab Regime: Challenges for the Eighties." This 
is not a joint stucy; it is being carried out in its entirety in the college, and 
no foreign scientists are taking part in it. Arabic is the language of the study. 
Finally, there is no general coordinator for this study; my role has been to con- 
tribute to the process of crystallizing the subject of the study. 
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Thus, the political insinuations referred to by the magazine are totally unfoun- 
ded. 1 would have hoped that the magazine would have carefully investigated the 
data it published and that it had not accepted some statements and used them as 
the basis for its analysis. Instead, the magazine asks the president of the 
Mobilization Agency what he thinks about that study which it incorrectly calls on 
page 18, "The Egyptian Political System in the Eighties," and it describes the 
study as one that deals with "expectations of Egypt's political conduct." 


My name was also mentioned on page 13 of issue number 718. That was a reference 
to my participation in a study on income distribution in Egypt. The magazine did 
not clarify the nature of the critical remarks or the reservations that have been 
expressed about this study. Did the critical remarks and reservations pertain to 
the subject of the study itself or to the published conclusions of the study? 


I believe that those who were responsible for the study should be the ones to 
make general comments. As far as I am concerned, I did a study that dealt with 
how the question of income distribution was raised and the appeal that has been 
made for social justice since 1952. I dealt with the attitudes of the state anc 
the various political parties on this matter, relying on [information available 
in] newspapers, magazines and speeches and written works of political leaders. 
This is evident from the bibliography and the footnotes which appea on pages 
84-87 of the English version of the book which was published this year. The 
Arabic version will be published before the end of this year. 


Confidentiality of Sociological Studies Discussed 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 720, 1 Nov 82 pp 9-10 
[Article by Dr Sa'd al-Din Ibrahim] 


[Text] In the issue that came out on 18 October 1982 AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI pub- 
lished an interview with Dr Ahmad Khalifah, president of the National Center for 
Sociological and Criminal Studies. 


Dr Ahmad Khalifah was quoted as making the following statement about a study on 
Islamic groups: "The studies that were taking place at the center were being done 
in secret. I had marked these studies confidential. Copies of the research papers 
were distributed to members of the research team, and [the importance of] not 
leaking the data was stressed upon them. [Compliance] depended on the scientific 
conscience of the scholars, but we were taken by surprise when a member of the 
research team published the research data in foreign magazines. He presented a 
research paper at one of the conferences, and he gave lectures [on that sub ject | 
in the United States. This is considered a violation of academic ethics and 
decency." 


AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI attached to the pages on which the interview with Dr Ahmad 
Khalifah was printed a picture of the title page of the study bearing my name. 
Thus, not much doubt was left that I was the person being referred to in the 
man's statements and accusations. Therefore, it was necessary to reply, to 
comment and to clarify, and my reply is pursuant to the freedom to publish and 
the conventions of debate. 
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First, My Relationship with the Study on Islamic Groups 


In mid 1977 the National Center for Sociological and Criminal Studies asked me to 
supervise a research project entitled "Deviant Religious Groups in Egypt." At 
first JT declined for two reasons. First, calling the religious groups deviant 
even before the research begins pre-empts what is required from the study. That 
would violate the objectivity of scientific traditions which avoid making value 
judgments before conducting the research or while it is underway. Otherwise 
scientific research would turn into mere newspaper propaganda and would not dif- 
fer in this case from the kinds of attacks and vilification [campaigns] against 
these groups which abound in newspapers. 


The second reason why I declined was that the National Center wanted this pro- 
posed study to be carried out in secret. The results of the study were to be made 
available to security agencies and senior officials in the state. Since I am one 
of those academic scholars who believe in the freedom, objectivity and openness 
of scientific inquiry and in the freedom to make the results of such inquiry 
known to the public, I resolved that I was not to participate in studies in Egypt 
or abroad, with national, foreign or joint funding whose conditions contradicted 
these convictions that are based on principles. I do not force these convictions 
on others, but I personally adhere to them. 


Then the National Center urged me again to supervise the study and accepted the 
forementioned conditions fully and unequivocally. An agreement was reached to 
give the study a new more neutral title, "Movements of Religious Violence" and 
not "Deviant Religious Groups."' The center gave the members of the research team 
under my supervision the freedom to design and carry out the study on sound 
methodological bases. The center also agreed to the principle of publishing the 
results of the study so that the scientific community and the public can be 
informed about them. This would include officials who make up part of this 
public. Under these conditions the team went to work, and we worked on this study 
for almost 2 years. Not Dr Ahmad Khalifah nor any other agency interfered. 


In my first meetings with leaders of the religious groups that were the subject 
of the inquiry I deliberately affirmed to them within hearing of all members of 
the [research] team that we were engaged in an objective, scientific endeavor to 
serve the cause of God and the truth. I assured them that their point of view 
would be presented without distortions before we would make our analyses and draw 
our general conclusions. I assured them that it will be clear where their 
statements will end and our analyses as scholars will begin. On this basis the 
leaders of the religious groups agreed to cooperate with the research team in 
principle. In order to assure themselves of my scientific integrity, they asked 
me to provide them with copies of other studies I had done, and I complied with 
their request. Finally, the leaders of the religious groups agreed, and we began 
to work in earnest and with good intentions on both sides. Suddenly the 
revolution in Iran broke out, and the Egyptian government opposed it and invited 
the Shah to come to Egypt. At that time Dr Ahmad Khalifah, who had not till that 
time interfered in the work of the research team, confiscated most of the 
research documents. The Ministry of the Interior revoked our permits to meet with 
members of religious groups in prison, and Dr Khalifah asked that the study be 
classified once again as a secret study for security purposes only. To me that 
was a violation not only of the ethics of scientific inquiry and of academic 
freedom, but also of the conditions to which the center had committed itself. At 
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that point I asked to be relieved of my responsibility as research supervisor: I 
did not want to continue taking part in the study despite the man's insistence. 


Second, Erroneous Claims 


Until the time of my resignation as research supervisor in the spring of 1979 the 
National Center had not analyzed any data or distributed any copies of the 
research documents. I do not know if the center had distributed anything that was 
or was not marked confidential after my relationship with the study and with the 
center was terminated. In 3 years I did not go to the center but twice when I was 
invited by Dr Khalifah. I went the first time in 1981, that is 2 years after my 
relationship with the study was terminated, on the occasion of the center's 
silver anniversary. The second time was in 1982 to participate in a scientific 
conference on a subject that had nothing to do with religious groups. 


Nevertheless, Dr Khalifah made mistakes that we hoped he had not made. 


If his insinuations and false accusations were true, I would hope that he would 
correct [matters] or that he would have enough courage for an open confrontation. 
Since I do not wish to speak irresponsibly, I am asking him to produce any 
agreement between me and the center stipulating that the study was to be 
confidential. I ask him to prove that he sent me any papers or data bearing a 
confidential seal. 


The difference between me and Dr Khalifah is one that exists between two genera~ 
tions and two schools of thought on scientific scciological inquiry. He believes 
in secrecy, and I believe in openness. He believes in putting scientific inquiry 
to work for the state only, and I believe in putting it to work for the interests 
of society as a whole. This includes any of the officials who wish to be informed 
about the results of a scientific study. 


I make no claims that my philosophy is sounder and that his philosphy is faulty. 
When it was possible for me to cooperate with him and with his center on the 
basis of what I believe in, I did. But when he insisted that his philosphy 
prevail, we parted friends. We spoke in his office in the presence of some mem- 
bers of the research team, and we spoke quite candidly about this difference in 
principles. At that time the man accepted the legitimacy of the difference and he 
said, "You go your way, and I'll go mine." I gave the other members of the 
research team the freedom to assume a position that was consistent with the 
principles they believed in. Some of them continued to work [on the study], and 
others stepped aside. 


Il informed Dr Khalifah of my intention to write on the subject of religious 
groups. It was not reasonable that that phenomenon be the object of many people's 
interests and the subject of many works inside the country and abroad and I, a 
sociologist who had spent 2 years studying the phenomenon, would ignore it. I had 
an urge to deal with the subject intellectually amidst the flood of hurried and 
superficial works that were being published. The man made no objections, and even 
if he had, his objections would not have affected my decision to write and 
publish [a study] on this phenomenon. I was careful in everything I wrote and 
published about religious groups to be honest and fair and to affirm that these 
were preliminary efforts since the study had not been completed. On the title 
page I mentioned that the study was carried out under my supervision in the 
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context of the National Center for Sociological Studies, and I mentioned the 
names of all the members of the research team, but I did not hold them or the 
center responsible for my efforts on the subject. 


I was surprised by the statements that were attributed to Dr Khalifah. I hope 
they were not true. I met the man several times during the years that followed 
publication of these efforts, and the man had expressed to me no objection or 
censure. He invited me several times to the center over which he presides, and Il 
accepted two of those invitations. If it is true that he believes that my pursuit 
of academic freedom as a scholar is "a violation of academic ethics and decency," 
then why did he invite me several times to the National Center after the study 
was published? Why did he ask me to take part in other scientific activities? In 
fact, why did he stay quiet for 2 full years before suddenly discovering that 
what |’ had published on the subject was a violation of ethics and decency? 


If wnat [| published involved a violation of a contractual obligation or damage to 
a general national interest, ‘s it not his duty, as the person in charge of the 
largest sociological research institution in Egypt, to do something to straighten 
things out? Is it not his duty to call for a legal inquiry, particulary since I 
had sent copies of the study I published more than 2 years ago to members of the 
research team at the center? If Dr Khalifah truly believes in what he said or in 
the statements that were attributed to him, isn't his silence all this time 
considered a violation of the public responsibility of his job or a failure in 
his performance of his duties? Finally, why didn't Dr Khalifah and his center 
publish anything on the subject, now that more than 5 years have gone by since 
the study was begun? Doesn't Dr Khalifah feel any responsibility toward informing 
the Egyptian public? 


Third, Regarding the Freedom To Publish inside the Country and abroad 


AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI confused the problem of joint studies with foreign agencies, 
which was the subject of the investigative reports that were published in the 
three issues of the magazine and which does not apply to the study on religious 
groups, with that of publishing inside the country and abroad. This is another 
matter that has nothing to do with the first subject. However, since the subject 
of publishing has been brought up and since Dr Ahmad Khalifah has been dragged 
into it, it is my duty to make a comment on it. 


One of the conditions made by leaders of the religious groups for talking with 
the research team was that we observe integrity and honesty in presenting their 
points of view and in publishing the conclusions that we arrive at. I liked this 
condition, not only because it made the religious leaders cooperate with the 
research team, but also because it was quite consistent with my philosophy about 
the objectivity and openness of sociological research. 


It was thus my duty to leaders of Islamic groups to whom I had given my word; it 
was my duty to the public; and it was consistent with the principles I believed 
in that I publish an analytical study on the subject. I had no contractual or 
moral obligation to the National Center for Sociological Research that would con- 
flict with this duty. 


Late in 1979 I was invited by ‘Ayn Shams University to give the first lecture on 
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the subject in Arabic. Then I gave the same lecture in the form of a paper in 
English at a conference for Middle East studies. The same paper was published 
with revisions in several books and in Arabic and international magazines several 
months later. Some officials requested copies of the study; among them were the 
late president and the current president as well as a number of editors-in-chief 
of Egyptian and Arab newspapers and magazines. I also used this study in teaching 
my students in graduate institutions. Demand for this research paper doubled in 
the aftermath of the assassination of President al-Sadat, and it has been trans- 
lated into several languages. 


It is curious that one of those who took part in preparing the investigative re- 
ports on the subject of joint studies for AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI had requested a 
copy of the paper 3 years ago. We met his request just as we did meet the re- 
quests that were made by students, scholars and officials. We believe, as I said, 
that scientific inquiry is a public social function and not a secret, inves- 
tigative action that is to be carried out behind closed doors or whose con- 
clusions are to be kept in closed file drawers or safes. It is concealing the 
truth and not making it public that hurts the public. 


On the basis of the same conviction I did in fact summarize my efforts on the 
subject of religious groups, and I published those findings in plain language in 
AL-AHRAM, AL-JUMHURIYAH, AL-MUSAWWAR, OCTOBER, ROSE AL-YUSUF, AL-WADI and in 
other magazines and newspapers. Some of these articles came out 1 year before 
President al-Sadat was assassinated. I had a sense of the gravity of this 
phenomenon, and I called for--and I still do--dealing with it in a rational 
manner with profound understanding. I advocated that dealing with these groups 
not be confined to security measures; subsequent events have proved that their 
usefulness is limited. 


If we believe in the principle of openness in scientific, sociological inquiry, 
it is our opinion that there is no difference between publishing these studies 
inside the country or abroad. It would be naive for anyone to believe that what 
is published in Arabic in the country remains hidden to those abroad who are 
interested in our affairs. Most of those people know Arabic, and the embassies of 
the major countries in Cairo translate what is published in the country and send 
these translations to their governments. 


It would also be insane for anyone to believe that the phenomenon of religious 
groups is confined to Egypt or that foreign scholars had been unaware of it. 
Egyptian authorities had allowed some of them to conduct studies about this and 
other phenomena without any controls, even before the National Center eventually 
woke up and began to study them. If the president of the center has not read or 
has not kept up with what has been published on that subject for years in books 
and international magazines, that would be a disaster. If he has kept up and read 
what has been published and is being published and then made those statements 
that were attributed to him in AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI, then the disaster is even 
greater. 
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Research in American University Discussed 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 720, 1 Nov 82 pp 11-12 


[Article by Dr Ibrahim Muharram, Associate Professor of Rural Development, ‘Ayn 
Shams University ] 


[Text] The upshot of the article by Mr Hasan Abu Talib, which ws published in 
AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in the issue that came out on October 11, 19u<, is that any- 
one who works or cooperates with the Center for Sociological Studies at the 
American University in Cairo [AUC] is either a simpleton or a traitor. After 
making a variety of accusations, the author of the article concluded that there 
was only "one patriotic choice" to be made by anyone who had had contact with 
this center. That "choice" was to stay away from the center. This necessarily 
means that the accusations mentioned by the author are facts. If a person does 
not become aware of them, he is a simpleton, and if he becomes aware of them and 
continues to work for and cooperate with this center, then he is doing so 
deliberately and he is intentionally betraying his country and his nation. 


Because I have personally participated for 3 years in studies that are done by 
this center, I was alarmed to find myself indirectly accused of treason or at 
least simple-mindedness by the author of this article. This forced me to attempt 
to ascertain [the bases for] these accusations. In doing so I relied not only on 
my personal experience in my dealings with the center--and this experience is 
almost 20 times as long as that of the author who mentioned that his experience 
with the center was less than 2 months. I also relied on documents, evidence and 
papers about the center that are available and publicized. Without exceeding the 
proper bounds and using high-sounding or ambivalent words, the facts that I 
arrived at point in the following directions: 


Suspicious Objectives 


The writer described the objectives of the studies that are undertaken by the 
center as suspicious. Since space does not permit us to mention all the objec- 
tives of these studies--and all these studies are registered and documented--we 
can mention by way of providing an example the study that was done by the center 
on the culture of Nubian society before that community was evacuated following 
the construction of the High Dam. The basic purpose of that study was to high- 
light the most important ingredients of Nubian culture so that these could be 
taken into account when the new Nubian community is rebuilt. This study noted the 
customs and traditions of Nubia, and that [process] preserved this authentic 
populist heritage from extinction. The purpose of another study done by the cen- 
ter about settling reclaimed land northwest of the Nile Delta was to identify the 
weaknesses that can be avoided in the future in building new communities on 
reclaimed land. The purpose of a unique scientific project that was carried out 
in the past 4 years in the governorate of al-Minufiyah was to establish the 
notion of integrated rural development, upgrade the standard of health and social 
services [and use that] as a new approach to support the national program for 
family planning. The successful results of this latter project induced the 
Ministry of Health to seek the wussistance of the center, which was asked to 
repeat its application in four other governorates. The center will begin this 
process this year in the governorate of Bani Suwayf. Can these objectives be 
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suspicious when they are wholly and separately consistent with the country's 
objectives for economic and social development? These studies provide an example 
of scientific confirmation in the problems of application and not only in purely 
academic studies. 


Funding Agencies 


The author of the article stated that in order for the center to continue its 
studies, it had to submit proposals to American institutions so that these 
institutions would fund these studies. The fact of the matter is that American 
institutions are not the only agencies that fund the studies of this center. In 
fact, ever since it was established in 1953 numerous international organizations 
have funded the center's studies. Among these organizations are UN organizations 
such as UNESCO and UNICEF, the World Health Organization, the Universal Popula- 
tion Fund and the UN Center for Development Studies. These international organiza- 
tions have been funding the center's studies because they were convinced these 
studies were important to development in Egypt and because they were certain of 
the center's scientific ability to conduct these studies objectively and 
competently. 


Funding Agencies Meddle with the Nature of Research Data 


While I was taking part in studies at the center I never noticed any direct or 
indirect intervention by any funding agency to determine in any way the nature of 
the data that were being collected for studies. The closest example of that may 
be what is happening now to prepare basic data forms for the data that will be 
collected on the field in preparation for commencing the application of the 
integrated development project in the governorate of Bani Suwayf. These forms are 
being prepared by a large team of scientists who are also determining the 
contents of these forms. Experts from 'Ayn Shams University, from the Mininstry 
of Health and from the center are represented on that team. No representative 
from a funding agency is with them. Members of the research team--all of whom are 
Egyptians--have the absolute freedom to determine the nature of the data that 
will be collected. 


The Confidentiality of Studies 


I myself took part in the activities of more than one scientific conference that 
was organized by the center. All specialists in all universities and Egyptian 
research centers were invited to participate in those conferences to discuss the 
results of this center's studies and inquiries. The most recent of these 
conferences was the International Conference for Sociological Studies for Develop- 
ment; it was held in May 1981. Current ministers, former ministers and hundreds 
of people who are interested in sociological studies in Egypt took part in the 
conference. One month before that the center had taken part in organizing the 
International Conference for Statistics and Sociological Research, during which 
it presented the results of its most recent studies. Furthermore, the center has 
so far published about 250 scientific studies in the form of books, articles and 
pamphlets. The center distributes a list that includes all its publications. This 
list is made available to all scientific research centers in Egypt. The center 
sends immediately and free of charge copies of any study that an organization or 
an individual may request. Copies of these studies are always available for 
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circulation free ot charge at the center's library, which is open to anyone who 
wants to read this information. After all this, is it possible to believe that 
the center's inquiries and studies are confidential? 


The Center's Relationship with Official Agencies 


The center has close relations with numerous government agencies. These take the 
form of official agreements to conduct research. Among these agencies are the 
Ministry of Health and the governorates of Bani Suwayf and al-Minufiyah. Scholars 
at the center deal with these agencies on the basis of these agreements. There is 
absolutely no reason for these scholars to deny their affiliation with the 
center. If there were any, there would have been no cause or use in the first 
place for signing these official agreements. 


Egyptians Seen as Hirelings 


This is one of the most curious accusations made by the author of the article. 
This center is run by a native Egyptian scientist whose reputation and experience 
are international. He is Dr Sa'd Jadallah, a man who is always proud, not only of 
the fact that he is an Egyptian, but also of the fact that he comes from a small 
village in al-Minufiyah whose name has become familiar to everyone at inter- 
national scientific gatherings after his success in executing a pioneering rural 
development project in his village. Along with the 20 Egyptian scholars who make 
up the scientific backbone of this center, there are now only two American 
professors, and they hold no administrative or scientific position that is 
different from that of their Egyptian colleagues. Who then at the center can look 
at Egyptians as hirelings? 


The Rumor about Dealing with Israel 


I personally reviewed the names of all experts who are presently involved in the 
center's studies. I also reviewed the names of experts whose assistance in future 
center projects is being proposed. I am now certain that all these names do not 
include the name of a single individual who is an Israeli citizen or who even 
worked in Israel in the past. 


The Object of the Author's Focus: a Study on Agricultural Mechanization 


It is evident that, on the one hand, the brief period which the author of the 
article spent as a field data collector on the agricultural mechanization 
project--under 2 months--did not help him find out the objectives of this study. 
[On the other hand] his experience in sociological studies did not enable him to 
understand what were to him imcomprehensible reasons for collecting "certain" 
data. He rushed into explaining the interest in these data as an interest whose 
purpose was ''suspicious."' On what scientific basis does the author of the article 
think that a study of the sociological effects of agricultural mechanization 
would have suspicious objectives if the study included data about land holdings 
that will be serviced by these machines and the capabilities that are available 
to maintain, service and operate these machines? It is curious that the author 
was ''provoked" by the study's interest in data about village roads when these are 
the same roads over which these machines will travel on their daily trek from the 
village to the fields. He certainly does not know what happened in the sixties 


28 














when one of the ministers of agriculture insisted on importing threshers and 
winnows that were so wide they could not be driven on the narrow rural roads. 
These machines ended up as unused scrap. 


The Relationship between the Author of the Article and the Center 


The author referred to his relationship with the center, and he said that the 
article he was writing was based on "personal experience."' The author of the 
article was actually appointed as a research assistant to work on the foremen- 
tioned agricultural mechanization study. His function was confined to assist in 
gathering data from the field, beginning on 1 February. Only 2 months later the 
center had to let him go after it was learned that he was involved in other 
business outside the center and after repeated unexcused absences. His relation- 
ship with the center ended on 1 April 1980. It may be that the fact that the 
center used its natural right to do away with the service of an individual who 
did not come to work provoked the man's unseasoned emotions. For the author of 
the article is a young man who is only 25 years old. He graduated from the 
university in 1977. 


This was evident in the wholesale accusations that he made against the center. 
However, there is an important matter at which we must pause. If the author did 
discover the truth about what he considered "facts" and for that reason left his 
work at the center, how did his "national" conscience allow him to sit still and 
be quiet from 1 April 1980 till now? Why did he suddenly decide to expose what he 
called "The True Role of Research at the American University?" 


Threat to National Security Questioned 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 720, i Nov 82 pp 12-13 
[Article by Ilyas Hanna, Professor at the American University in Cairo] 


[Text]  AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI started a report on "The Second Wave of Egypt's 
Penetration" or "The Description of Egypt in American Terms" because there is 
considerable fear and apprehension about the fact that the studies which are 
carried out by foreigners, either on their own or with Egyptians, have a negative 
effect on Egypt's national security and national independence. Although the act 
of initiating the report is sound since it behooves us to use deliberation and 
candor in discussing all points that interest leaders of thought, science and 
opinion in Egypt, the simplification and intolerance included in the foremen- 
tioned report would have called for intense concern, had it not been for the fact 
that the report also included an interview with Dr Isma'il Sabri ‘Abdallah. That 
interview included wise and realistic statements and sound opinions. However, 
everything that was prepared by Mustafa Imam, Jamal Ziyadah and Nabil 
'Abd-al-Fattah and the subsequent articles by Dr Ramzi Zaki and Mr Hasan Abu 
Talib hurt the meaning of scientific research and undermined confidence in 
Egyptians who directly or indirectly supervise joint studies. I will not analyze 
here the puzzling points that were made in these articles. Most of them are mere 
opinions and personal impressions that are not based on acceptable theories, 
evidence or proof which can be analyzed objectively. Also the interview with Dr 
Isam'il Sabri ‘Abdallah dealt rationally, serenely and persuasively with most of 
these impressions on the basis of his expertise and his experience. I agree with 
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Dr Isma'il Sabri ‘Abdallah, but I wish to add my observations to what has been 
mentioned. I do so to protect the objectivity of knowledge and because I am 
convinced that knowledge is necessary for Egypt and for the remaining developing 
countries which are still floundering in all areas on the road to development, 
research and application. My observations may be summarized in the following 
points: 


1. The report that was mentioned by the forementioned gentlemen does not contain 
any details showing the relationship between ongoing studies and national 
security or national exploitatio.. A description of Egypt and publication of that 
description by foreigners or “gyptians in a general and objective manner cannot 
be considered a threat to security. Otherwise studies and institutes that do 
these studies from all over the world would disappear, and each country would 
become an island unto itself. This is the opposite of what happened in recent 
decades. 


2. It is rare for foreign scholars to conduct studies that officials in different 
ministries have not approved of or that were not solicited by ministries, 
universities and scientific institutions in Egypt. Therefore, it is proper to 
believe that these studies do not conflict with the interests of Egypt. In fact, 
they do agree with the interests of Egypt as these are seen by those who 
supervise those studies and who oversee relations with foreign scholars. 


3. In most cases foreigners who are conducting studies fund those studies from 
outside sources. It is not certain that without this funding it will be possible 
to have these studies done, particularly if hard currency is required for them. 


4. The [issue of] subordination and that of Limitations which the report deals 
with are the result of a profound dependence on foreigners. This subordination is 
not inevitable. It depends on Egyptian experts and on their willingness to work 
with foreign scholars as equals, with mutual respect and commitment. It is 
disturbing that Egyptian experts are considered an easy prey to subordination and 
to foreign influence. What happened to the confidence their countrymen should 
have in them and in their ability to distinguish between what is and is not 
dangerous for Egypt? 


5. It does not make sense to think that every foreign scholar is working for in- 
telligence or that he constitutes a threat and a danger to national security. If 
this were true, doesn't this also apply to Egyptian scholars and scientists who 
work as foreigners in the universities and institutions of other countries? Are 
they also working for intelligence gathering and espionage circles? 


6. The "foreigner's complex'' or the problem we have with foreign experts is a 
profound problem. It depends to a large extent on the confidence Egyptian 
organizations and institutes have in Egyptian scientists and experts. As long as 
these organizations prefer foreigners for any reasons other than competence, the 
"foreigner's complex" will linger with us and will become more complicated. 
Foreign experts cannot solve this problem even if they wanted to. Speaking of 
that complex, it occurs to me that I find myself in a situation which disturbs 
the experts I meet in Middle Eastern countries. Although I am [originally] from 
this reyion, I come back to it as a foreign expert, and this baffles my 
colleagues in the region. Do they treat me as one of them or as a foreigner? The 
problem continues to exist. 
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7. Finally, the report stated more than once the need for an official policy and 
a basic plan to coordinate studies in Egypt. The report also stated that this was 
the government's responsibility. However, we must not forget that science, 
research and knowledge are objective values that must remain independent of 
political and party trends. If a need exists for coordination or planning, it 
would be best that the responsibility for that rest with an agency that 1s 
independent of politics and partisanship, such as universities and academies of 
science. Such an agency would coordinate studies by encouraging and funding them, 
that is, by increasing or decreasing demand for various kinds of research, not by 
issuing orders and decrees. 


What matters most is this: initiating this report should not lead to a crisis 
brought on by contrived reasons that would make it difficult for studies and 
research to continue, either those that are done by foreigners or those that are 
done in cooperation with them. This is particularly important since economic 
development in Egypt, as in the rest of the developing countries, is still in 
urgent need of different studies that are done in depth and with precision, 
regardless of who does them. 


Facts Clarified 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 720, 1 Nov 82 p 13 


[Article by Dr°*Ibrahim Darwish, head of the Political Science Department in the 
College of Economics and Political Science ] 


[Text] We followed with interest the treatment by AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI of the 
subject of joint studies. No two people would disagree about the importance of 
this subject. The report continues the tradition of your respectable magazine in 
raising vital issues that pertain to Egypt and to the Arab world. However, we 
were surprised by the method that was used in dealing with this subject. At first 
this method expressed basic reservations about what we thought was an aversion to 
what was right. One of the results of that was the article that was published on 
page 18 of issue number 717 which came out on 11 October 1982. The article was 
entitled, "A Model for Political Studies: Egypt in the Eighties." 


It is important to us to bring the following facts to your attention: 


1. No study called "Egypt in the Eighties" is being done at the present time at 
the College of Economics and Political Science. There is rather a study called, 
"Egypt and the Arab Regime: Challenges for the Eighties." With regard to those 
who are participating in this study, Dr Mustafa 'Alawi is not, and it is also not 
true that Dr ‘Ali al-Din Hilal Disuqi is coordinating this study. His role was 
confined to the phase of preparing the research plan, and he did not receive any 
financial compensation for his services. Finally, the research sections that were 
mentioned in those lines are quite inaccurate. We have all these facts in 
documents that are in the public domain and anyone who wishes to read them can. 


2. This study is being done under the auspices of the Political Science 
Department in the College of Economics and Political Science of Cairo University. 
It is not being done by a few professors, scholars, assistant professors and 
instructors at the College of Economics and Political Science and the Ford 
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Foundation as was mentioned in your magazine. This suggested to the reader that 
the study was taking place on a personal basis between scholars and the 
foundation. 


3. Scientific research is one of the basic functions of the Department of Politi- 
cal Science. The department's studies are funded through the department by 
various international and local sources that have some relationship with the 
subject of a study. The department is the only one that can determine what 
studies will be conducted, and it is also the only one that can accept or turn 
down grants. The Ford Foundation is one of these sources, and it is important for 
us that you know in this regard also that all those who are taking part in this 
study are Egyptians and that all the sources of the study are actually in print. 
This would refute any suspicion about collecting sensitive information or any- 
thing of this kind. Furthermore, the results of this study will be made public 
and will be published. In fact, part of the research plan is to hold a symposium 
to which all persons interested in the subject would be invited to discuss the 
results of the study. It may in fact interest you to know that the language in 
which the study is being written is Arabic and the proposed symposium will be 
conducted in Arabic. 


4. Because the department is conscious of the question of controls and despite 
the fact that you can see quite clearly from the previous point that these 
controls were observed from the outset, this study did go through all legal chan- 
nels. In other words, in the beginning the department approved it. This was fol- 
lowed by the approval of the board of the College of Economics and Political 
Science and then that of the authorized agency in Cairo University. Finally, we 
are confident that you know that we cannot accept any financial grant from any 
foreign agency without the approval of Egypt's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and 
we did in fact get this approval. 


5. Only the department chose those who would be participating in this study, and 
it is only the department that has the authority to grant or to withhold com- 
pensation for this study. Thus you see that a scholar works in the Department of 
Political Science and not in a foreign agency. 


6. Finally we come to the most serious point in what has been published: it has 
to do with evaluating the study. This was said, and I quote: "This study repre- 
sents a model application of what was mentioned in the document by the American 
Rand Corporation." Since this document was described on page 17 of issue number 
716 as a scandalous document and in addition to the fact that the Rand 
Corporation was branded as an organization that is closely related to the 
Pentagon and to the Certral Intelligence Agency, we had thought that your 
magazine, which has a respectable reputation, would have considered itself above 
making such arbitrary accusations that could seriously damage the organizations 
and individuals that are involved in this matter. 
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EGYPT 


DIFFERENT VIEWS EXPRESSED ON FOREIGN PENETRATION OF COUNTRY 
Reactions to Report Summarized 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 721, 8 Nov 82 p 12 


[These Reports were prepared and edited by Mustafa Imam, Jamal Ziyadah and Nabil 
"Abd-al-Fattan] 


[Text] Reactions from respectable Egyptian scholars, thinkers and politicians 
have been coming in ever since AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI presented the question of 
describing Egypt in American terms. Those scholars, thinkers and politicians 
supported various aspects of what we had proposed, and they continued to warn us 
about the danger of opening the doors wide to foreign research activity in Egypt. 
[They told us] that controls to regulate this activity were required. AL-AHRAM 
AL-IQTISADI devoted the fourth part of this report to various reactions because 
[we in] the magazine believe that free, democratic dialogue is the only means by 
which the best solutions for the problems of our society can be achieved. 


The range of the numerous reactions may be limited to the following points: 


First, the penetration of Egypt by foreigners and particularly Americans is due 
to the absence of an Egyptian policy on scientific inquiry. This is what we 
affirmed in the beginning of the report. We wish to add that the absence of such 
a policy does not preclude the patriotic and social responsibility that Egyptian 
scholars have toward their society. The lack of an Egyptian policy on scientific 
inquiry cannot be considered an "excuse" for mobilizing all the efforts of 
Egyptian scholars to serve the objectives of foreign research centers. 


Second, laying down controls on foreign and joint research activity could create 
restrictions on the freedom of scholars. The reply to that is that there is a dif- 
ference between a scholar who works according to a national research plan in an 
Egyptian institution and a scholar whose work in foreign research institutions is 
unknown to scientific research agencies that also have no knowledge of the 
subjects and objectives of those studies. We wish to affirm here that we oppose 
the placement of any restrictions on the freedom academic scholars should have in 
adopting the scientific course they think is appropriate for studying the 
problems of society. Scholars must also have the freedom to get the data that are 
necessary for carrying out these national studies. Foreign and joint studies, 
however, must be subject to a set of controls to protect the country. 
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Third, all the internal affairs of developing countries are known to the 
superpowers. Accordingly, it is pointless to stop the surge of activity to 
penetrate Egypt. The reply to that too is that political, social and economic 
incidents in society can only be observed by foreigners, if native scholars do 
that for them. America's experience in Iran is the best evidence of this: despite 
the U.S. penetration of Iran, Americans were not able to understand the changes 
that had taken place and that had led to the outbreak of the Iranian Revolution. 


Agency To Coordinate Aid Proposed 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 721, 8 Nov 82 pp 12-14 


[Report on interview with Dr Muhammad 'Abd-al-Hadi, founder and director of the 
Remote Sensing Center | 


[Text ] Photography is done under the supervision of the 
Egyptian air force, and the army has the films. 
One project with AID on surveying Egypt's natural resources. 


The Remote Sensing Center is one of the most modern scientific centers in Egypt. 
It is an important and at the same time a momentous center. It surveys Egypt's 
resources by using a photographic process that is called space and remote sensing 
technology. This center was established [as a joint project] between Egypt and 
the University of Oklahoma. Most of the center's research projects have for a 
long time been funded by one of the scientific organizations in the United 
States, the National Science Foundation. This foundation is one of 10 scientific 
Organizations that are engaged in considerable activity in Egypt. Studies done by 
these organizations are funded directly by the U.S. federal budget. 


In this interview Dr Muhammad 'Abd-al-Hadi, director and founder of the center 
affirms that the center is an independent, national institution and that it is 
not under any foreign control or supervision. Dr 'Abd-al-Hadi affirmed that even 
though the center is funded by sources outside Egypt, the Egyptian government 
controlled its activities. Consequently, the only foreign supervision of the 
center is financial supervision that pertains only to disbursements to ensure 
that the aid is spent according to agreed upon budget items. 


At the beginning of the interview we must mention that Dr Engineer Muhammad 
'Abd-al-Hadi is an Egyptian who received his education in space technology in the 
United States. He was a professor at the University of Oklahoma, the same 
university that set up this center early in the seventies according to an 
agreement with Egypt. 


Reasonable Resources 


Also at the beginning of the interview Dr Muhammad 'Abd-al-Hadi emphasized to me 
the importance of this center to Egypt. He said that space and remote sensing 
technology was the technology of the future, of the next 20 years. He said that 
the United States was the only country making this technology available to develo- 
ping countries--and Egypt is among them. The Soviet Union, [on the other hand], 
has strict restrictions on this technology. These restrictions are such that the 
Soviets do not publicize their scientific studies at international conferences so 
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as not to reveal their technological capabilities and the secrets of their scien- 
tific apparatus. 


Dr 'Abd-al-Wahab added that the resources offered by the United States to Egypt 
wete reasonable. [He said], "Egyptians are allowed to receive training in this 
technology, and data, information and tapes that are recorded by U.S. satellites 
which survs» ‘natural resources are made available to us."' He also added, "The 
Remote 352 Center in Egypt is now considered a point from which advanced 
technology can be diffused in the Arab and African region." 


Independence 


Dr 'Abd-al-Hadi said that because of the sensitive nature of its activities, the 
center is independent and is staffed and controlled by natives even though it is 
true that it was established with the cooperation of an American university. The 
center's scientific studies are also funded by the National Science Foundation 
which has not interfered in, supervised or set any conditions on the studies that 
are carried out. The only supervision is that which is done on the financial 
aspects [of these projects] to ensure that disbursement of funds is taking place 
according to agreed upon budget items and scientific matters. The American 
university that is funding the project is also making certain of the scientific 
Standard of the center and of the fact that the center is actually using the 
apparatus [that were given to it] by publishing the center's studies. There are 
also no foreign experts at the center who are full-time employees; however, the 
assistance of experts is sought on specific projects and for a limited period. 


The Air Force is Supervising 


With regard to photography, a U.S. airplane used to be leased at first for that 
purpose. But now this is being done by a military squadron and carried out by the 
Egyptian air force. Now, even after the center acquired its own private airplane, 
photography does not take place until after approval of the Egyptian [armed | 
forces is obtained. Dr 'Abd-al-Hadi added, ''To ascertain that what takes place is 
controlled by native hands, the negatives of the films that are shot are kept in 
the Egyptian Military Surveying Authority. Also the original studies that are 
conducted are kept in Egypt. 


Surveying the Jonglei Canal 


Dr 'Abd-al-Hadi said that the center had so far conducted 30 projects and that 27 
of them were done completely by Egyptians. 


The other three projects were funded by outside sources. The first one was the 
Jonglei Canal project (the Upper Nile); that was a joint reserach project in 
which Egypt, the United States and Sudan were participating. The project included 
18 experts: 9 Egyptians; 6 Sudanese; and 3 Americans. The aim of the project was 
to survey the resources of the region and to provide full supervision of the 
project for the Egyptian center. 


The second project was about desert encroachment; it was funded by the UN Program 
on the Environment. , 


The third project was about the computer and using the computer in analyzing 
satellite tapes. 
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Surveying Egypt's Resources 


Regarding the relationship between the center and U.S. AID Dr 'Abd-al-Hadi said, 
"We have had no dealings with U.S. AID until recently. This was on a project that 
is undetway for surveying Egypt's natural resources. The center, the Geological 
Surveying Organization, the Desert Institute and the Ministry of Petroleum are 
taking part in this project which is being supervised by the Academy for 
Scientific Research. Funding for that project amounts to 24.7 million dollars, 
distributed as follows: 1.6 million dollars for the Remote Sensing Center; 8 
million for the Geological Surveying Organization; 1.1 million for the Desert 
Institute; and 14 million for the Ministry of Petroleum. One of the objectives of 
this project is to strengthen the technological capabilities of these agencies 
and to provide training opportunities [for their employees] in using modern 
equipment and conducting research. With regard to the center's share, 500,000 
dollars have been earmarked for equipment purchases in addition to 300,000 pounds 
that will be earmarked for that purpose by Egypt. There are also 300,000 dollars 
for training in the United States or in Egypt; 100,000 dollars for the libravy 
and scientific periodicals; 200,000 dollars for service programs and five percent 
in reserve to meet price increases. The function of the center in this project is 
‘to make and print photographic maps of all of Egypt.''" 


Our Responsibility 


Dr Muhammad '‘Abd-al-Hadi has viewpoints on the question that was raised by 
AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI on foreign research and scientific cooperaticn between Egypt 
and foreign countries. He said that he had prepared his views and presented them 
to senior officials during President Mubarak's recent visit to Washington. One of 
the subjects that President Mubarak discussed with the U.S. administration was 
how the course of foreign aid can be developed so as to make it compatible with 
Egypt's development requirements. Many papers on scientific cooperation [were 
presented], and that of Dr Muhammad 'Abd-al-Wahab [sic] was one of them. As Dr 
'Abd-al-Hadi says, "Certain points have to be clarified before the question is 
dealt with. The first one of these points is that we must not overstate the 
effects or the negative manifestations of cooperating with foreign agencies 
because such an overstatement may have a psychological effect on a large number 
of Egyptian scientists and on the various agencies of the state. We do not want 
this to lead to isolation or seclusion. 


"Second, we must not blame foreign agencies for the fact that we do not have a 
national policy for dealing with foreign programs and assistance. This is Egypt's 
responsibility. 


"Third, the need for scientific cooperation with the outside world has become 
inevitable, particularly in modern technologies, such as the remote sensing 
technology. Only a limited number of countries have the capabilities for this 
technology." 


The Story of the Boycott 
Fourth, the appeal that's been made to boycott Egyptian scientists residing 
abroad or those who became citizens of other countries, as some people have 


advised, is not an objective appeal. Utilizing Egyptian scientific expertise must 
be improved, as Israel did. Israel is a country whose years have not allowed it 
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the time to bring forth a generation of ‘israeli scientists. Therefore, it sought 
the assistance of Jewish scientists in other societies. They were the ones who 
developed its technological capability in nuclear energy for example." 


Project Redundance 


With regard to foreign aid Dr 'Abd-al-Hadi says, "It is evident that the amount 
of this aid has become considerable; it is now listed in the state's budget. But 
it is [also] evident that although this aid is spent, it is sometimes not spent 
in accordance with the priorities of the development plan. 


"There is no technical and strategic cooperation among the agencies of the state, 
and this results in project redundance. For example, there are five projects for 
studying Egypt's natural resources. These projects are funded by five foreign aid 
agencies with five different ministries, none of which has anything to do with 
the other. This represents a loss. Sometimes, these projects do not yield the 
State actual, concrete results. It has also been noticed that the basic com- 
ponents of some of these projects are weak and that their objectives are 
sometimes vague." 


Feasibility Studies Deplete Funds 


A large part of project budgets goes for the preparation of feasibility studies 
and for hiring foreign experts who are not required for the work. The scientific 
qualifications and technical capabilities of these experts are not ascertained, 
compared with the expertise of available natives in the same areas. 


Agencies Do not Exercise Control 


The control exercised by Egyptian national agencies over some of the studies, 
businesses and projects that are carried out by foreign aid agencies is weak. 
Thus the state does not get the information and the data that are arrived at. In 
fact, these agencies get this information, and then keep what they wish to keep 
from Egyptians who have no control over these projects. This takes place in 
accordance with the long-range technical, political and strategic interests of 
foreign agencies. 


In the long run, this undoubtedly has negative effects on the status quo of the 
state. 


Wasted Aid 


A large part of the aid is not put to good use as a result of the fact that con- 
ditions for this aid are not clear to the agencies for which the aid has been 
designated or because these conditions are not suitable to the actual development 
needs of these agencies. As a result, these funds are not utilized. 


Central Agency for Aid 


Dr 'Abd-al-Hadi says that [allowing] this situation to continue, especially in 
light of the large amount of foreign aid, conflicts with national interest. He 
thinks that the solution to this problem lies in the presence of a national, 
central agency that would be considered the principal mechanism through which 
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foreign technical assistance would be channeled. Some developing countries Like 
Israel and India that rely to a great extent on assistance did this. This agency 
would have the qualified personnel in the sciences, in technology and in 
economics, and it would also have a comprehensive national outlook. Dr 
'Abd-al-Hadi says that Egypt had such an agency in the fifties when foreign aid 
did not exceed 25 million dollars. That agency was called the National Board of 
Production. Dr 'Abd-al-Hadi is suggesting [the establishment of] this central 
agency for aid. 


Dismay Over Reaction Expressed 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 721, 8 Nov 82 p 13 
[Article by Dr Lutfi 'Abd-al-'Azim] 


(Text | I thought that the shock produced by what Dr Ibrahim Jamil Badran, 
president of the Scientific Research Academy, wrote about the question of Egypt's 
penetration was confined only to the editorial staff of AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI, but 
it turned out that the shock was universal. The shock was universal particularly 
when someone, who for one reason or another looked the other way to avoid seeing 
a sinful deed, accused those who, despite all warnings, resisted what they 
believed was sinful: being paid to work for others. 


U.S. AID Activities Outlined 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 721, 8 Nov 82 p 14 


[Text | Among the research activities of U.S. AID in Cairo is that of conducting 
studies that are considered sovereign functions of the Egyptian government. AID 
conducts these studies on its own without Egypt's request. While engaged in those 
studies AID gathers detailed data that raise questions about the purpose behind 
gathering them. 


One of the very recent cases was the announcement made by AID last 18 August to 
Egyptian consulting firms to bid on a study that the agency intended to conduct 
about ''The System of Wages and Compensation in the Egyptian Government System." 


Very briefly, the proposal dealt with subjects about which data was to be 
gathered. This was a listing of the laws and regulations governing hiring and 
employment practices in the Egyptian government system. 


There would also be a listing of laws and regulations governing wages, salaries 
and bonuses, as well as material benefits and their relationship to labor 
legislation. There would also be a definition of the procedures by which workers 
are housed and ranked, their positions evaluated and regulatory frameworks 
determined. 


The invitation for bids asked for a field study on samples [of workers] at work 
sites. The study would reveal the procedures that are actually being followed in 
implementing provisions and the extent to which laws are actually adhered to. The 
study also requested that a number of personal interviews be conducted and that 
total secrecy be observed. This was to be done with a sample of workers so that 
their real income and the various sources of that income could be determined. The 
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study would mention the income they earned unofficially in wages, salaries and 
incentives. The study also called for information on the wages of people emp loyed 
in joint projects and the effect of that on the rest of their colleagues at other 
work sites. 


The study also asked for an analysis of the consequences of various policies that 
are being followed at various work sites in Egypt. It also asked for suggestions 
for reform along with an explanation of legislative aspects in these matters. 


We realized that most Egyptian consulting firms hire a large number of state 
employees as part-time experts. They do so so that those part-time experts would 
furnish the data these firms need. We realized the objective that was being 
sought by this study, particularly since the laws and regulations that govern 
hiring and employment in Egypt can be requested by AID from one of the authorized 
state agencies, such as the Organization and Management Agency, or from the 
minister of state for administrative development. Accordingly, soliciting tenders 
for this study from Egyptian consulting firms is considered, in the words of an 
Egyptian economist, who was presented with that tender "an insult to Egyptian 
experts.'' At the same time it is also considered a waste of the aid which the 
United States, as a country, offers Egypt and through which it is striving to 
develop the country. 


According to an Egyptian economist the tender is considered an example of many 
excesses by U.S. AID in Cairo whereby it interferes in activities that are 
considered sovereign functions of Egypt. 


I believe that this matter can be brought to a standstill, particularly since the 
deadline for submitting proposals was last 17 October. No decisions have been 
made on these proposals. Who will forestall these excesses? 


Role of Research, Information Discussed 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 721, 8 Nov 82 pp 15-17 
[Article by Dr Mahmud 'Abd-al-Fadil | 


[Text] in its recent issues AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI raised what is truly a serious 
question that has to do with the role of research which is jointly conducted by 
Egyptians and foreiyners--particularly Americans--and the effect of such research 
on directing scientific research operations in Egypt and maintaining the main 
elements of national independence and national security in general. 


Ever since the French campaign in 1799 and the onset of the British occupation of 
Egypt in 1882, Egypt has actually not seen such an intense and extensive campaign 
to study and survey economic, social, political, democratic and administrative 
conditions in Egypt as that which we have been experiencing since the mid 
seventies. This is being done by institutes, research centers and American 
universities. Most of these studies are primarily applied studies, and almost all 
of them are funded by U.S. AID. 


Describing this new wave of extensive and diverse American studies in terms of a 


new American attempt to describe Egypt and comparing that attempt to the major 
effort that scientists with the French campaign carried out to describe and 
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survey Egypt's economic and social conditions in the 18th century may be a 
somewhat premature analogy and comparison. If we think that the encyclopedic 
surveys which were carried out by the scientists of the French campaign were 
among the most complete studies that provided a descriptive account of Egypt, it 
is because these studies are so precise, informative and comprehensive that the 
reader senses that immediately just by skimming the volumes of the descriptive 
account of Egypt or merely by taking a quick look at the indixes. However, we do 
not believe that the new American studies, despite their large number and 
diversity, come up to the same standard or serve the same purpose. This is 
because many of these studies are improvised, and they serve practical and 
immediate pragmatic objectives. 


However, the comparison continues to be historically indicative in so far as each 
dominant power among advanced, capitalist western countries must depend on the 
broadest base of scientific surveys, studies and information to guide it in 
designing its policy and determining its mode of action in dealing with a certain 
country or a certain region. 


This is how things are in those countries where nothing is left for conjecture or 
for chance. To the people of those countries knowledge is an important weapon. 
They have used that weapon to understand, to act and to control ever since geog- 
raphical discoveries and overseas expansion campaigns began. When a developing 
country that is well-endowed with brain power and manpower, as Egypt is, neglects 
its primary duty to plan, design and implement the studies that are necessary to 
survey and understand the new problems that abound in its social, economic, 
political, administrative and demographic world, it is as though it is implicitly 
allowing the creation of a strategic vacuum that would have to be filled by a 
foreign agency which would conduct these studies and surveys that are necessary 
on that country's behalf but not necessarily to serve its interests. 


Therefore, we must not [sic?] blame ourselves when we waste the energies of our 
best scientists and young scholars in fruitless efforts, when we neglect the 
standards of serious scientific inquiry and when we begrudge deserving people 
leadership positions because their objectives and their points of view on 
managing the affairs of their society are different [from ours]. It was in- 
evitable that the sequence of events lead to a situation where steering the 
affairs of research in our society would be turned over to foreign agencies under 
claims that they were the only ones that had mastered the science and technology 
of managing modern research. Necessary funding became unavailable to native 
scholars, regardless of their high scientific rank in western universities 
themselves, unless a particular study was to be conducted under "a foreign 
umbrella'' and in a research context that was sanctioned by a foreign agency, 
American or otherwise. 


To put the question in the proper historical perspective, we must go back a 
little and investigate the reasons that made the condition of research in Egypt 
come to what it has come to. Now most of the research that goes on and all stages 
of that research--conception, design, execution and utilization--take place under 
a foreign umbrella. The basic question that interests our society at this 
critical stage of its development is that of removing the guardianship of 
foreigners from research and scholars in Egypt. The basic question is not that of 
rejecting the role that foreign expertise and funds play in the area of research, 
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as long as that research is managed, designed, executed and put to use under 
serious, not superficial national supervision. It is a well-known fact that in 
some areas and for most developing countries seeking the assistance of foreign 
experts in designing and managing research efforts is a double-edged sword. In 
some cases such experience is necessary and required for the achievement of a 
large measure of efficiency and scientific modernization. At the same time it 
creates an opportunity for the advanced country, the country which exports the 
competent and experienced people, to benefit from the information and results of 
joint research projects. The greater beneficiary is that party which has the 
upper hand in putting the results of these studies to use promptly so it can 
understand the material world and correct its actions accordingly. 


There is nothing to prevent foreign powers with ambitions to use these results 
and this information from tightening their control and their hold on the capa- 
bilities of a developing country if the leaders and cadres of that country fail 
to utilize these same results and information and put them to good use in solving 
the problems and contradictions of the material world through a sincere, pat- 
riotic view and treatment [of these problems]. 


It may also be a well-known fact that during the fifties and sixties 
'Abd-al-Nasir's Egypt did not close the door to foreign expertise and funding in 
the area of applied research, but it did succeed in making foreign expertise and 
foreign funding yield to Egyptian conditions and to the requirements of national 
construction. The process of preparing the first 5-Year Plan for Economic and 
Social Development in Egypt (1965-1960) benefited considerably from the efforts 
and experiences of brilliant world-wide experts in the field of development and 
planning such as Professor (Ragner Frish) of Norway; Professor (Jan Tunbirgin) of 
Holland; Professor Oscar (Lange) of Poland; and professors Charles Bettelheim and 
Charles (Piru) of France. 


The American Ford Foundation also took part in the creation of some strategic 
think tank organizations in Egypt such as the National Institute for Pianning, 
and what was then the National Institute for Higher Management. [The latter] 
became the al-Sadat Academy for Management. Despite the fact that they had many 
foreign visiting professors, these institutions kept their intellectual indepen- 
dence and their independence in research, and they made foreign experts who were 
being brought from abroad yield to the research priorities and problems that were 
rightly or wrongly determined by Egyptian policy makers. 


A society like ours that had made considerable progress in building its research 
institutions and its strategic think tank organizations--such as the National 
Center for Sociological and Criminological Research (1957); the National Insti- 
tute for Planning (1960); the National Institute for Upper Management; the Center 
for Strategic and Political Studies in al-Ahram Foundation; the Institute for 
Statistics and Statistical Research (in the sixties); and the Institute for 
Research on Development at Cairo University (in the seventies)--should have felt 
itself capable of achieving more independence and steadfastness in the area of 
planning and directing research so it can understand the material world of the 
country and solve the country's problems. Something similar happened in India 
under similar institutional conditions, characterized by a dearth of material and 
financial resources for applied research. What is the reason then for this 
setback that we have been experiencing since the mid seventies? 
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To answer this question it would be difficult to set forth the question of joint 
research and American control of that research without setting forth other 
aspects of the national question and other components of the overall crisis that 
society in Egypt has been experiencing for several years. The question here has 
two patts! 


A. One part has to do with the crisis of native research organizations which are 
entering today into partnerships and agreements with foreign research orga- 
nizations and centers. 


B. And one part has to do with Egyptian scholars themselves who take part in some 
of these research activities and efforts despite the fact that many of them are 
quite loyal to the issues of their society. 


As far as the first [part of the] question is concerned, it's been noticed that 
the absence of enthusiasm and the lack of a climate comprising construction and 
national independence operations--such a climate was prevalent in Egyptian 
society from the mid-fifties till the outbreak of the October war in 1973--caused 
the spirit of inquiry and creativity among scholars in these organizations to 
become slack. A spirit of futility and defeat began to get the better of them. In 
the shadow of this moral vacuum and in the absence of a clear strategic view of 
the future of Egyptian society, foreign organizations and agencies began actively 
and energetically invading the Egyptian research field. The role of native 
research agencies became almost confined to that of a sub-contractor who facili- 
tates the processes of implementing and completing research projects that are 
designed abroad. In most instances the role of these agencies did not go beyond 
that of processing the data without taking part in a serious way in analyzing 
that data and exercising control over their usage. There were however a few minor 
exceptions in the case of a few studies that took place in the context of the 
National Institute of Planning and the Center for Development Studies at Cairo 
University. 


As far as the second [part of the] question is concerned, it is inescapable that 
we admit that a large number of distinguished Egyptian professors and scholars 
either willingly or reluctantly take part in research projects that are carried 
out jointly by Egyptians and-foreigners. The fact is that we are all part of this 
phenomenon regardless of the differences in the degree of reservations we 
entertain about them and despite the truth or spuriousness cf our awareness. This 
is because research conducted jointly with foreigners has become for many the 
only means for fighting the threat of scientific obsolescence and alleviating the 
financial pressures that force many to emigrate. Sometimes--and this is a psycho- 
logical problem--these studies give a scholar a false sense of "being in touch 
with the worid." 


This is truly the height of the tragedy for a sincere Egyptian scientist or 
scholar. The majority of Egyptian scholars are compelled to immigrate to the 
countries of the Gulf or "to migrate'' within the country, even temporarily, and 
turn to foreign and joint projects under conditions of increasing material and 
moral frustration in Egyptian educational and research institutions. They do so 
in the wake of a wave of consumer-oriented aspirations and a spiraling inflation 
that began sweeping Egyptian society since the mid seventies. 














it may be thought that to those who wish to choose a more difficult course, these 
may seem to be weak excuses. Those people would renounce the course of material 
gain and moral recognition and continue to produce scientific works; they would 
not fall into the trap of despair, and they would devote themselves to a life of 
research. Although there are notable exceptions along those lines, like the 
innovative scientist Dr Jamal Hamadan, author of the important encyclopedic work, 
"Shakhsiyah Misr" [The Character of Egypt], it would not be realistic at all to 
expect the majority of sincere Egyptian scientists and scholars, whose broad 
expertise is not utilized and who do not earn enough money to realize for 
themselves a good and appropriate life, to follow this difficult and thorny road. 


What is highly debatable, however, is the almost deliberate hindrance of native 
expertise and capabilities that we are witnessing in numerous areas and the 
growing or rather excessive dependence on less competent and costly foreign 
experts in every corner of Egyptian life. Every day we hear of new studies being 
conducted, statistical surveys being designed and new data and follow-up systems 
devised, but there is no broad and large-scale mobilization of all natives who 
are qualified and experienced to take part in these activities and to restrict 
the influence of foreign experts, particularly in a country like Egypt that is 
full of competent people. 


It is here that the role of large consulting contracts and foreign consulting 
firms comes into play. These firms carry out analytical studies; they make recom- 
mendations; and they design guidance and performance upgrading systems in all 
aspects of Egyptian life. The role of these foreign consulting firms may be more 
serious than that of joint Egyptian-American research, which was discussed in 
recent issues of AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI. The greater part of foreign funding, which 
comes in the form of foreign aid, is spent basically on financing these 
operations and these consulting contracts for which large sums of money are 
designated. Egyptian scholars receive only negligible amounts of these funds. 


These international consulting contracts also represent an important tool by 
which foreign aid funds are recycled back to the country that granted those 
funds. Thus, what people in those countries give out with their right hand, they 
take back with their left hand. Also all this aid is conditional or restricted. 


The law or provisions regulating this aid require that these contracts go to 
foreign consulting firms--in most cases American firms. Under the best of circum- 
stances, an Egyptian consulting firm is allowed to participate. 


This means that the foreign party has the upper hand in designing and implemen- 
ting these consulting contracts, not to mention, making recommendations ''that can 
be adapted to the country's reality." 


In addition, most of these firms--unlike joint academic studies--are subject to 
the principle of maximum profitability. These firms are private firms, just like 
any private project, and they seek to realize a profit. Despite ballooning 
expenses--fees, travel expenses and hotel costs for foreign experts--they do 
realize a profit. This results in the fact that most of these consulting reports 
have weak standards. 


We believe that control by Egyptian policy makers in this area is almost 
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non-existent. Egyptians control only the preliminary stage of writing the "autho- 
ritative conditions for a contract."' The most serious stages |of these 
endeavors|, however, are those of executing the research and writing the recommen- 
dations that are necessary to set policies on the right track later. 


We believe that such broad consulting activities--as all stages of these 
activities are practised without intense Egyptian participation--are a tool for 
consolidating Egypt's subordination to the outside world in the area of for- 
mulating ideas, recommendations and methods for collecting information, defining 
priorities for problems and suggesting solutions to those problems. 


Because subordination in any society is a psychological and a moral state, it has 
to be eradicated. This can come about only when Egyptian policy makers forcefully 
insist on exercising their authority to control the ways in which foreign aid 
funds are put to use. This is to be done by an authorized high-ranking body which 
would guarantee that Egypt's conditions of sovereignty are applied properly. This 
body would put an end to practices that are not consistent with the interests of 
Egyptian society and remove the biased conditions which realize the interests of 
the country granting the aid at the expense of Egypt, the country receiving the 
aid. 


We are not calling for the prohibition of foreign expertise and aid, nor are we 
asking that foreign expertise and aid be turned down. We also do not allow our 
fears to run rampant so that we would see in every foreign research activity an 
episode in a series of deliberate conspiracies against the country. But we are 
crying out to the conscience of the nation to regain a psychological and a moral 
balance and reject the spirit of defeat and the spirit of subordination in the 
face of foreign attempts to invade [our] minds and [our] hearts. Associated with 
that would be the first step toward the rise and the awakening of the nation's 
conscience. Because we are a society that has a long and a rich history in 
confronting foreign ambitions and pressures, all the lessons we derive from this 
long heritage indicate that we are a society that has always been striving for 
"bread with dignity.'"' We have been aware of this lesson for 100 years, ever since 
'Urabi rebelled because he insisted that "bread and dignity'’ were inseparable. 
Yes, the equation, "bread with dignity" has become more difficult than it was 
during the days of 'Urabi, but we are being called upon to solve [that problem] 
today, and the call is more urgent than it was any time in the past. Will we 
solve that problem? 


Fate of Health Survey Questioned 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 721, 8 Nov 82 p 16 


[Text] Ina letter to [the editors of | the report entitled, "The Description of 
Egypt in American Terms,'"' Accountant 'Abd-al-Mu'ti Muhammad Hashshad said that 4 
years ago he was one of the data collectors in a major research project on "A 
Health Map for Egypt.'"' So far, none of the results of this study has appeared, 
and no one has heard what happened to the study or to the large amount of data 
about Egypt that were collected. 


The author of the letter says, "I was one of the data collectors for one of the 
largest of these joint projects. This research project was entitled, 'A Research 
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Vroject for Sketching a Health Map of Egypt.' This was in 1978. The only thing we 
knew about the study was that it was a major work that would change and improve 
the health properties of Egypt and would bring about welfare and prosperity to 
Egyptian citizens in rural and urban areas. The work system [for that project] 
had a major effect on the fact that the most important and the most serious stage 
of that project, that of gathering information, was completed. 


"The work system was as follows: 


"First, all project employees worked full time at the research site, and they 
received full salaries. 


"Second, all private means of transportation to take scholars to the designated 
place were provided. 


"Third, all research tools--publications, paper, pencils and other materials-- 
were provided. 


"Fourth, an attractive financial incentive was provided. 


"Fifth, the system of leave: We used to work 10 days in a row, and then we would 
be off for 3 days in a row. The research consisted of sample families from rural 
and urban areas selected by the Central Agency for Mobilization and the Census. 
Information about each family's breadwinner, address, house number--if there was 
one--and neighborhood or district was known. Each scholar had a caseload of 
families among which he traveled by a car set aside for that purpose. Research 
teams laden with numerous data collection forms would go out to collect infor- 
mation about those families that are the subject of inquiry. For each member of a 
family there were 7 forms with a total of 32 pages that had to be filled out. If 
we were to assume that there was a family that had seven members, this would mean 
that that researcher would have to fill out 224 pages of forms for that family. 
These forms contained everything that had to do with a person: his conduct, 
social status, health, religion and education. 


"As far as conduct is concerned, there were questions about a person's personal 
habits. There were questions like [the following]: Do you play a sport? How many 
hours of sleep do you get a day? If you drink tea or coffee, how many cups of 
either tea or coffee [or both] do you drink a day? Do you smoke? Do you use alco- 
holic beverages? 


"As far as social habits are concerned, people were asked [the following ques- 
tions}: What meal do you usually have with members of the family? Are you 
satisfied with the quantity of food you have? Were you the beneficiary of any 
meals or food assistance? 


"As far as religion is concerned, [the following question] was for Muslims only: 
How regularly do you observe the ritual of ablutions? 


"With regard to women are there religious reasons for not practicing birth con- 
trol? 


"As far as education is concerned, [the following questions were asked]: Do you 
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listen to the radio? Do you watch television? Do you read newspapers and maga- 
zines? Furthermore, the study also covered the home environment, asking for 
general data about the road leading to the home; the width of the road; lights on 
the road; the number of stories in the house; the number of living units, etc. 


"Samples for the study were selected so as to represent accurately rural and 
urban families. 


"What is more important than all this was the procedure that was used with 
scholars so they would carry out this mission the best way they can. That was the 
attractive financial incentive. This system had a strange effect: it made me then 
write about the project in AL-AHRAM in the issue that came out on 14 December 
1978. 


"The guard who used to lead us to the homes received a daily gratuity of 3 
pounds. At the end of every work day the forms of the research team would be 
collected for review, correction and confirmation, and then these forms, whose 
numbers were in the thousands, would be collected every 10 days and sent to 
Cairo. The principal scholar for the project, the deputy minister of health, and 
the American scholar visited us once at the work site. 


"The stage of collecting data ended 4 years ago. We waited to hear something 
about the development of the health map of Egypt, but, unfortunately, we [still | 
know nothing about what happened to the study. Where did this information go? Who 
benefited from it? What was the use of this large number of questions? Why was so 
much money spent on this project?" 


Scholars' National Responsibility Defined 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 721, 8 Nov 82 p 17 
[Article by Hasan Abu Talib] 


(‘Text ] When the question of joint studies was raised on the pages of AL-AHRAM 
AL-IQTISADI, I found that it was necessary for me, first as an Egyptian citizen 
and a scholar who was given the opportunity to participate in one of these 
studies, to take part in this national question. My purpose in doing so was not 
to make insinuations or deprecating remarks against those with whom I had worked. 
The purpose was to reveal a certain mode of interactions that was taking place 
between funding agencies and some research centers operating in Egypt. Of course 
I knew that the convictions and conclusions that I had arrived at would not meet 
with the approval of some people whose interests require them to reject my 
conclusions. Therefore when I read the reply by Dr Ibrahim Muharram, which was 
printed in AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI of 1 November 1982, the idea of Dr Muharram's 
reply and the differences [between us] did not alarm me as much as I was alarmed 
by his reliance on personal explanations that have to do with the fact that I was 
a recent graduate or that I was a member of a younger generation. It were as 
though being a recent graduate deprived me--and accordingly deprived this large 
group of young Egyptians--of my rights as an Egyptian citizen and denied me the 
duty of taking the initiative and sharing my opinion on public issues with 
others. Besides, there were all these attributes which his excellency volunteered 
to ascribe to me such as rashness, slander and falsehood. It were as though the 
matter depended on heaping as much abuse and vilification as possible on a person 
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and did not depend on discussing these conclusions that I had reached with abso- 
lute objectivity. Nevertheless, I, a scholar who is a recent graduate, will not 
resort to such a method in making insinuations about people that disregard the 
facts. 


When one contemplates Dr Ibrahim Muharram's reply, it becomes evident that he 
dealt with most minor issues by mutilating the facts. He portrayed what I said as 
statements made by a disturbed person and therefore not worthy of publication. I 
wish he had commented on the statement that Miles Copeland, an American citizen, 
made about the true role of American universities in some countries of the Middle 
East, including Egypt. I had quoted that statement. I also wouid have liked Dr 
Muharram to have commented on the incident which involved one person monopolizing 
agricultural machinery and what a U.S. AID official had to say [about that]. That 
statement made it evident that the purpose of what AID is doing is to bring about 
previously determined changes in the social structure of Egypt with the partici- 
pation of the forementioned center. Why didn't Dr Muharram comment on these two 
incidents? Is it because what these two incidents indicate cannot be mutilated 
and reinterpreted as sidenotes? What exactly is the reason? 


With regard to the center's termination of my contract and the fact that my 
article was tantamount to a requital by one who had been wronged, this is not 
true. I was the one who deliberately stayed away from the center. I did not want 
to continue with this study that I was not comfortable with. I was not 
comfortable with some of its minor parts. 


You ask, Dr Muharram, how did I allow my "national conscience" to remain silent 
and keep a lid on this information since 1 April 1980? Let him know that it was 
objective circumstances that determined this. When the first opportunity became 
available, I did not tarry. Naturally, tarrying for reasons we cannot control is 
much better than neglecting, ignoring and denying something. I also thank God 
that my feelings for this country and these simple people are still blossoming 
and that they have not faded with age as those of some people have. 


I believe that Egyptian scholars have three responsibilities or are subject to 
three kinds of pressure when they work on any of these joint research projects. 
The first responsibility is a responsibility to themselves; that means ensuring 
an appropriate income. Then there is a scientific responsibility; that is to be 
truthful and objective in their investigations. Then there is a national responsi- 
bility toward the Egyptian people and toward their security and prosperity. It is 
not necessary that these three responsibilities coincide and form one uphill 
course. It seems to me that one's national responsibility must be the one to take 
precedence; it must be the final arbiter when anything that arouses suspicion and 
doubt arises. This is precisely what I did. I do not believe that a simple 
Egyptian citizen is to be blamed and ridiculed when he lets the broad interests 
of his country and his people outweigh his own weak, personal interests. in 
return, those who do the opposite are to be met with blame and ridicule, if not 
condemnation. Blame, ridicule and condemnation must be the logical consequences 
of their actions and their deeds. Finally, being mature in years or being a 
recent graduate is not necessarily an indication of mature patriotism or know- 
ledge, nor is either one a measure of the depth of one's loyalty to this country 
and these simple people, the people of Egypt. 
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National Security Problem Discussed 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 721, 8 Nov 82 pp 18-19 


[Article by Dr Mustafa Kamil al-Sayyid, assistant professor at the College of 
Economics, Cairo University | 


[Text] In issue number 716 of AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI, which came out on 4 October 
1952, the magazine began raising the question of the participation of Egyptian 
academics in studies funded by American institutions. This question is un- 
doubtedly an extremely important one. However, most of the studies that dealt 
with it tried to establish a connection between it and the issue of the possible 
threat of these studies to nétional security. Although I fully appreciate the 
vitality of this question, discussing it from the perspective of its relationship 
to national security may not be in my opinion the most successful approach to the 
subject. 


The principal reason for that in my opinion is that the question of national secu- 
rity itself has its limited social and international political contexts. The 
question has to be asked: national security against whom? Against allied coun- 
tries or enemy countries? It is evident that modes of alliance and hostility 
between countries change. Thus, yesterday's enemy may become today's ally, and 
some national secrets whose revelation to a certain country was prohibited at a 
certain time have to be revealed to that country at another time because that 
country changed from a position of being an enemy to that of being an ally. In 
most cases the definition of an enemy and an ally is something that depends on 
the group that is in power. It is this group that decides what will be revealed 
and what will be prohibited with regard to certain countries, and it does so 
according to its appraisal of these countries' positions. 


The impetus in developing countries, in this age in which we are living, to talk 
about concealing certain information from some of the superpowers is a joke. Do 
developing countries, for example, keep from the superpowers knowledge about 
their defense systems, these systems that were furnished by those superpowers? 
Aren't there cooperative relations between the intelligence agencies of some 
superpowers and intelligence agencies in allied, developing countries? Further- 
more, aren't intelligence and internal security agencies in most developing 
countries organized by institutes that are affiliated with intelligence agencies 
in former or new colonialist countries? In fact, protection for the presidents of 
some developing countries is sometimes ensured with the assistance of consultants 
from the superpowers. What is even worse is that when some Third World govern- 
ments fail to confront some sharp social problems [that develop], such as the 
anger of the young generation, they turn to the experts from the superpowers with 
whom they are allied and ask them to provide aid and assistance. 


Besides, developing countries that receive aid from international financial orga- 
nizations or from some superpowers are obligated to provide information about the 
most sensitive details of their economic position to justify their request for 
aid. It is known that these international organizations or aid agencies which are 
affiliated with the superpowers require that a certain economic policy be 
followed to ensure that the aid [they furnish] will be put to good use. Loan 
agreements made with the beneficiaries of this aid stipulate that all information 
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requested by these organizations and agen-ies be provided so they can be assured 
that a beneficiary is adhering to the conditions of the loan and they would be 
kept abreast of his progress in implementing these policies. 


None of this means that, under these conditions in which a developing country's 
military, economic and security conditions are easily revealed, the allies 
superpowers refrain from spying on that developing country or from collecting 
certain information that has to do with the stability of the group that is in 
power, the prevailing trends in that country's military establishment and power 
relationships within that country. 


More often than not this kind of information is not obtained from studies done by 
groups and known to those who are employed in academic centers, like most of 
those studies that AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI referred to in issues 716 and 71/?. 
Agreements for such studies are made with individuals. In most cases the 
agreements and contacts are made abroad through research organizations that are 
associated with the superpowers' defense ministries or intelligence agencies. 
[Sometimes] these contacts and agreements are made in the developing country 
itself between a foreign visitor, who happens to hold a prominent position in his 
country's ministry of defense, and a local scholar in whom the foreign visitor 
has confidence. A local scholar usually does not talk about such research which 
is conducted in secret in a manner suitable to its nature. 


When all these considerations that have to do with national security in studies 
that are funded by superpowers and carried out by Egyptian scholars disappear, 
there are still some warnings contained in such studies, and these must be 
brought to the forefront and discussed. 


These warnings do not apply to research in the natural sciences. Egyptian 
scholars benefit from such research by using research tools and laboratory 
capabilities that are not available to them. Such studies undoubtedly add to the 
store of national scientific knowledge. These warnings also do not apply to 
studies done on some of the problems that public facilities have, such as public 
transportation in the cities, port management or even urban planning, when a 
developing country does not have enough expertise in these subjects. 


It would be presumptuous to claim that the superpowers have nothing to teach us 
in this regard, esnecially if these studies are being carried out for the purpose 
of making them of service to the developing country and placing them at its 
disposal. 


In our opinion these warnings have to do with that kind of research that is re- 
quested by foreign agencies [acting as] fronts for the governments of super- 
nowers. These studies are conducted for the benefit of these agencies. 


It is the foreign agency that determines the priorities of problems. Con- 
sequently, the efforts of native scholars may be directed to serve something that 
is not an urgent problem in their country. In fact, they may be unconsciously 
influenced by the system of priorities that's been set by the foreign agency. 
Thus, their view of the problems of their country would be the same as that of 
the foreign agency. Then the problem of improving public facilities would become 
more important than that of redistributing income; and developing telephone 
communications in rural areas, for example, would become more essential than 
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changing some social! conditions that are prevalent in those areas. Such studies 
involve having native scholars of a developing society give an important part of 
their attention to subjects that are not the most important for that society. 
Besides, such research distorts scholars' views of their country's problems. 


On the other hand, when the problem that those scholars are stuc ying is an impor- 
tant one from the point of view of the developing society, results of the studies 
are not available to those scholars. These results are provided to the foreign 
agency which may store them in its data banks, and the developing country would 
have to make a special effort to regain this information. This may turn out to be 
difficult. Consequently, a developing country's subordination to advanced coun- 
tries increases, since the developing country does not even have knowledge of its 
own problems, knowledge which was prepared by its own citizens. 


Thirdly, a foreign agency does not squander its funds. If there is a difference 
between western societies and eastern societies, that difference lies in the fact 
that the former practice economy in using their resources, and they use them on 
in what would be useful to themselves. This most certainly applies to all the 
economic aid they offer, and this actually makes them tighten their control over 
the economies of developing countries and makes it easy for them to utilize the 
resources of those countries. This also applies to their funding of these joint 
studies, one of whose objectives is to have the citizens of the developing 
country obtain and analyze data about the problems of their country. Policy 
makers in the advanced country benefit from this information. These studies are 
like all published sources of knowledge; they form the foundation of the decision 
making process in these countries. 


One of the objectives of these studies also is to develop relations with members 
of the academic community in developing countries and win the friendship of 
radical intellectuals in that country. Although it is difficult to win those radi- 
cal intellectuals over to the intellectual positions of the funding agency, [cul- 
tivating their friendship] is still quite advantageous to that country. Also, the 
continued reliance of radical intellectuals on the foreign funding source is 
bound to reduce their opposition to the policy of the funding agency's country. 


There is no doubt that existence of this funding will turn the radical intel- 
lectual into a "balanced, reasonable and wise'' person and that that will be 
reflected in what he says and what he does. Would it be reasonable for him to 
bite the hand that feeds him? The radical ideas become appropriate [subjects for 
discussion at] living room gatherings. 


We must not think that some radical intellectuals who took part in these studies 
that are funded by organizations affiliated with one of the superpowers suddenly 
gave up their patriotism. In fact, most of them are known for their patriotism 
and their honesty as well as their professional competence. However, the other 
side of this coin involves the material conditions of academics and the dete- 
rioration of conditions in national research centers. 


Actual’y the demands that most university professors in our country are making 
are quite limited. They do not wish to live like kings in their country, but they 
do want to have the opportunity after years of study and hard, exhausting work in 
their scientific discipline to have the conditions of a decent life. They merely 
want a suitable home, a satisfactory health care system and suitable work 
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conditions. This means the existence of libraries that keep track of developments 
in the world of knowledge among other advanced peoples of the 20th century, and 
suitable research laboratories. Egyptian university professors are prepared to 
endure all difficulties after that. We must not forget that many of those radical 
intellectuals at the university could have stayed abroad and worked under much 
oetter conditions, but that they chose to return and serve the country. Never- 
theless, these basic needs are not available to them. They may reluctantly accept 
the absence of these basic conditions for a decent life, if some kind of fair 
distribution did prevail in their societies, but this is not So. Tremendous 
fortunes and incomes are available to groups of adventurous spongers that offer 
no real service to the country. Quite frankly, we don't have a good example to 
follow. 


In every area [of life] there are leaders who refuse luxury and accept sacrifice 
as a necessary price they must pay to serve their country. But what are the means 
that are available to a radical intellectual so he can ensure that his modest 
basic needs will be met so he can continue to perform his work satisfactorily? He 
will either have to go to one of the Arab oil producing countries "to save" the 
capital that is necessary to buy and furnish an apartment, buy a small car and 
build a small nest egg; he will have to work in one of the "open door" companies; 
or he will have to agree to participate in one of these research projects that 
are funded by foreign sources. [He will participate in a research project] that 
he thinks does not damage national security since the funding agency is 
affiliated with a friendly superpower. Will he reveal information to that funding 
agency that is more important than that which the governments themselves know 
through their relationship with the institution? Do we realize that in all these 
cases foreign agencies are actually funding in one way or another the retention 
of people who have scientific expertise in our country? Doesn't this disturb us? 


The other side of this coin involves the conditions of scientific research cen- 
ters in our country. I will not speak at length on this matter, but I do call 
upon AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI to begin a series of investigative reports about the 
National Center for Sociological and Criminological Research with which I had 
tried to deal. There is no doubt that the journalists of AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI 
will be surprised by the way the center treats its full-time and adjunct scholars 
on financial and administrative matters. 


Freedom of Scientific Inquiry Discussed 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 721, 8 Nov 82 pp 19-20 
[Aticle by Dr 'Abd-al-Mun'im Sa'id] 


[Text] The question: Let us define the question at the outset. The question that 
has been raised is that there is a latent danger in the scientific intercourse 
between Egypt and the United States, and that that danger is manifested in a 
threat to Egypt's security on the one hand. On the other hand, it can damage 
Egypt's political, social and ec nomic development to benefit the interests of a 
foreign country. The question is a serious one, and those who raised it are 
earnestly concerned about tir country. Their concern is making them alert 
public opinion to this aspect ~f Egyptian-American relations at a time when it 
has become inevitable that t+: fs. on these relations be opened for discussion, 
criticism and evaluation. 
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Let us also at the outset lay down two principles that can be agreed upon. The 
first one is that no country in the world or, as far as we know, throughout 
history has offered economic, military or scientific assistance unless that 
assistance was basically a means by which it could realize its own interests. The 
second principle is that any real progress advancing political and economic 
independence in Egypt cannot stand on its feet unless [it is accompanied by | 
serious and responsible scientific inquiry. Perhaps not many people will disagree 
that scientific inquiry is positively related to the degree of freedom available 
to scholars and their ability to see through problems. What is more important is 
a scholar's ability to collect information that is necessary for research without 
restrictions. 


A contradiction exists between the two principles because the first one calls for 
protecting national security and ensuring that U.S. interests do not supersede 
our interests, and the second makes the availability of information which may 
lead to that danger inevitable. The contradiction between the two principles that 
are agreed upon exists, and it needs to be considered with equanimity so that a 
way can be found to resolve it. 


Proposed Solutions: The solutions that were proposed in AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI 
directly or indirectly sacrifice the second principle for the first. On the one 
hand, there are people calling for the placement of controls on research by 
establishing a new controlling agency or calling upon the various control 
agencies in the ministries in question and the Agency for General Mobilization 
and the Census or even the intelligence agency to keep track of joint studies 
throughout the stages of their execution so that scholars' efforts would not be 
allowed to reach the point at which they would become a threat to national 
security. On the other hand, there are people calling for clear priorities to be 
set for a scientific research plan so that the character of this research would 
be one that is national and linked with the state's general plan. Cooperation 
with American. research centers would take place according to proper and precise 
procedures carried out in the context of Egyptian goals for national security and 
scientific inquiry. The author of this article believes that application of any 
one of these two trends will kill scientific inquiry as well as freedom of 
opinion in Egypt. Ultimately, it will kill the idea of democracy itself. The 
statement that we want to make [is this]: gaining knowledge about Egyptian 
society, about its activity and its development trends; finding proper solutions 
for its problems; and contributing to its development constitute the principal 
safety valve in the face of a threat from outside. Concealing information from a 
foreign enemy will not dispense with the nature of differences in economic and 
social standards [and the role these differences play] in determining who is 
defeated and who is victorious if a confrontation takes place, and in determining 
who is the follower and who is the leader if contact occurs. 


All those who have a reasonable [measure of] political sense know that placing 
administrative or security controls on foreign scientific research will result in 
killing the freedom of Egyptian scholars themselves. This is because in practical 
terms what is Egyptian and what is foreign in scientific inquiry cannot be 
separated as long as security is used as an excuse. We cannot make areas of 
scientific cooperation with Anericans inaccessible, then classify studies by 
Egyptian scholars as confidential or top secret and then think that economic and 
social progress can occur. 
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Those who talk about setting priorities for scientific inquiry which are con- 
nected to the national plan are making a statement that is no less dangerous than 
that of placing controls on scientific inquiry. No state in the world can 
determine these priorities in an absolute way so that all scholars in all 
branches of knowledge would take them as a divinely inspired program that would 
determine for them an accurate program to lead them in the desired direction. 
[Going in the desired direction] necessarily requires a general view of society 
that determines its ideal form. After that, information to identify the problems 
that prevent us from achieving that society we aspire to would be enough. 
Finally, there would be a view of the various means and costs involved in helping 
us make the journey from our material world to our future one. As far as I know, 
there is no agreement at present in Egyptian society over these three areas. 
Therefore, scholars and writers are entitled to follow their own consciences in 
determining the appropriate road they will pursue to serve the country. They are 
limited only by knowledge of the fact that their inquiry will be subject to 
objective public criticism through the traditional means of learning. Public 
opinion, not control agencies or agencies concerned with the freedom of scien- 
tific inquiry and joint research projects, ought to be the only means of control 
and the first means to be used in setting priorities. The bias here then is 
toward more freedom of scientific inquiry since this is the principal road to be 
taken for resisting backwardness and protecting national security as well. In 
this regard there is a number of measures that can be taken so as to increase the 
capabilities of scientific inquiry in Egypt and place the question of cooperation 
with the United States or with any other country in its proper scientific context. 


1. The budget for 100 percent Egyptian scientific research is to be increased so 
that research done by Egyptians would become the foundation and not the exception 
to the rule. 


2, Salaries of scientific scholars are to be increased since those scientists are 
society's real fortune. This increase will reduce the continuing brain drain from 
Egypt which is a result of emigration. On the other hand it will make the stan- 
dards of scientific inquiry and national responsibility the foundation of their 
participation in joint research projects. 


3. The government is to determine a list of the scientific organizations that are 
entitled to authorize joint projects so that these organizations would then be 
entitled to grant joint research permits. Permits issued by any of these organiza- 
tions--Cairo University, for example--are to be considered adequate for use in 
the stages of joint projects. 


4. The Ministry of Scientific Research and the agency that originally authorized 
the study are to obtain copies in Arabic of every study (that was authorized | 
along with a full copy of the preliminary data for the research project and the 
early manuscripts of the study. 


5. The Ministry of Scientific Research is to publish periodically complete anno- 
tated bibliographies of these studies. It would be wonderful if these bibliog- 
raphies were to include all Egyptian research, including master's theses and doc- 
toral dissertations. These bibliographies would be shared with foreign agencies 
so that it would be easy for any scholar to locate previous research efforts [and 
avoid] repeating much of the research (that has already been done |. 
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6. All joint research projects are to be published in the various scientific 
periodicals and the various publications of the press so that the comanon 
conscience of scientists would become the principal censor over the quality of 
these studies. 


7. Joint studies must constitute an addition to our scientilic capabilities. 
Foreign research centers are to offer scholarships to Egyptian scholars or 
provide Egyptian scientific research centers with modern technological devices 
similar to those that are used in advanced countries. 


8. Just as diversification of weapons sources is being called for, it is 
necessary to diversify the sources of joint scientific research so that scien- 
tific research centers in the east and in the west would find no barriers to 
their participation on research projects with Egyptian scholars. Our need for the 
expertise of all countries in this area is great. Americans would thus not have a 
monopoly in this area. 


9. Joint studies must be encouraged, particularly those that are done by Egyptian 
scientific centers and their counterparts in the Arab world and the Third World. 
Thus, experiences can be shared with countries that have many of the problems 
that we have, and some of them have succeeded in solving some of those problems. 


10. The necessity of having full equality in all joint studies done by Egyptian 
and foreign scholars with regard to their right to collect information, their 
wages or their treatment under the law is indisputable. 


11. Planning and statistics departments in the various ministries and organiza- 
tions are to make themselves accessible to Egyptian scholars and provide them 
with the information that is necessary. Their requests are to be met in a fixed 
and short period of time. 


12. The People's Assembly is to enact a law that would give every citizen the 
right to obtain any information he wants from any official agency. Since the 
Egyptian citizen is the one who pays the taxes that fund these agencies, he is 
entitled to know how his funds are being spent. The information requested by the 
citizen is to be made available in a fixed period of time. 


13. Countries publish periodically in the various media statistics about rates 
that pertain to the economy and to society, such as inflation, unemployment, the 
balance of payments, the balance of trade, productivity, etc. [In Egypt] these 
statistics may be published monthly as is the case in most countries of the 
advanced world. 


In the area of applied research different agencies have to justify their need for 
a foreign expert by proving that an Egyptian expert with comparable experience 
cannot be found. In case this is established, various control agencies must 
submit reports to determine the usefulness of the foreign expert and whether or 
not it would be necessary to send an Egyptian scholar to the expert's country to 
acquire that expertise. 


There are many ideas in this regard, and there is no doubt that Egyptian intellec- 
tuals can offer numerous ideas that would ultimately strengthen and not stifle 
the capabilities of scientific inquiry in Egypt, since this would be the road 
leading to both the development and protection of national security. 
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Ministry of Justice Sounds Warning 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 721, 8 Nov 82 p 20 


[Article by Zakariyya Ahmad 'Abd-al-'Aziz, chief judge of the Court of Shubra 
al-Khaymah | 


[Text] The [investigative] report that was presented by AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI 
about the second wave of penetrating Egypt and the dangers that are involved in 
this wave was timely. 


The report was timely because the studies that are underway and the information 
that is being collected about our country are actually benefiting no one but the 
enemy. They are hurting the security of the state, particularly under the present 
conditions to which the state is being subjected. This is a serious matter, and 
responsible state agencies have already sounded warnings about it. When I was 
working in the public prosecutor's office, we received a newsletter that comes 
out periodically from the office of the Ministry of Justice; it was newsletter 
number 8 for 1981. The newsletter noted that some agencies, local or foreign, had 
been sending information forms around. These forms included items where detailed 
information was requested about leaders working in various sectors of the state, 
particularly those second and third in line. One of these agencies [sending these 
forms] is the Institution of International Figures in the Arab World. This 
institution publishes a directory of international figures in the Arab world. 
Collecting this information in the forementioned manner benefits hostile agencies 
directly and hurts the security of the state. 


We were hoping that this warning would not be confined to a publication that was 
mailed and shown to officials so they would circulate it among junior employees. 
We were hoping that all agencies of the state would take action to warn |every- 
one, and to explain the danger posed by those who gather such information that 
could hurt Egypt's security. We want our citizens to be fully aware of what is 
being required of them, especially since Law No 232 for 1960 regarding national 
planning and follow-up criminalized actions that would violate the secrecy of 
data which are required for preparing the general plan and annual plans. The law 
also criminalized disclosure of a statement a person may have seen because of his 
job or disclosure of industrial or trade secrets. In case of violation, the law 
prescribed imprisonment for 6 months [and] a fine that is not to exceed 100 
pounds or either one of these two penalties. To bring the picture closer |to 
home, let us cite] a well-known example: a request for information on canned 
foods produced by one of the state's factories in a certain period of time and 
how much of these canned foods were consumed by the public would make it easy to 
draw numerous indicative conclusions. It would be possible to know from that 
information the number of individuals in the armed forces. This is merely an 
example of the danger posed by these studies that are being done on our country. 


Joint Studies, Future of Egypt Discussed 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 721, 8 Nov 82 pp 21, 29 


.Article by Dr Mahya Zaytun, of the College of Business, the Women's Branch of 
al-Azhar University | 


| Text | In past years joint studies in various areas of scientific inquiry have 
proliferated; they've become so widespread that they've come to constitute one of 
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the principal components of the machinery for scientific research in Egypt. This 
phenomenon is no longer arousing attention or provoking thought. [ am therefore 
expressing my gratitude to the staff of AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI for starting a new 
report on this significant question. The importance of raising such a subject 
does not lie in the attempt to make accusations against a certain group of 
individuals, against the government or against organizations that are responsible 
for scientific research. The major importance of bringing up such a subject is 
evident in the candid appeal that is being made to all Egyptians in general and 
to scholars in particular to give serious thought and reflection to a subject 
that affects Egypt's political, economic and social present and future. 


I think there are three important questions that we must keep in mind as we dis- 
cuss this subject. First, why do Egyptian scholars become interested in joint 
studies? Second, is this method of scientific inquiry compatible with the achieve- 
ment of national interests? Third, is there a better alternative to joint 
studies, and under what conditions can that alternative be found? 


As far as the first question is concerned, it may be said that joint studies, as 
we shall see later, are not the ideal course for pursuing scientific inquiry. 
However, under the present conditions of Egypt's economy and society, they are 
the only course that is available. Therefore, scholars are interested in them. If 
we were to look into the realities of scientific inquiry, we would find the 
following facts. 


First, scholars in universities and research centers are suffering from the fact 
that their salaries are extremely low. The salary of a university professor can 
meet only a small part of his basic needs. Low salaries for scholars are due to 
in imbalance in the structure of salaries and wages, which in turn is the result 
of an imbalance in the structure of Egypt's economy. I am referring to the fact 
that Egypt's economy is oriented towards service activities and activities per- 
taining to open door policy projects and banks. This has led to the fact that 
numerous parasitic activities have flourished. This is going on while productive 
activities and comprehensive planning and the serious scientific research that is 
required for them are not given their fair share of attention. 


Second, the libraries of universities and research centers have no new books. The 
very few new books that are there come from the International Book Exposition. 
Research laboratories also lack many of the modern devices and equipment. 


Third, there is no national plan for scientific research, not even at specialized 
research centers which were established for the purpose of conducting scientific 
research that would serve development, such as the National Institute for Plan- 
ning and the Research Center. We find an almost total absence in such centers of 
any plan or objective. These centers have now become shabby places without 
controls or links. This means that in such a climate scholars suffer from a sense 
of loss and frustration. In fact, these conditions constituted a tacit appeal to 
every scholar to seek the realization of his own personal interests. 


Fourth, if we assume that some scholars, even under these harsh conditions, 
retain some enthusiasm for scientific inquiry--motivated by a desire for at least 
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promotion to a higher grade--these scholars encounter hardships and difficulties 
to achieve that. Except for very little data that are published at a later date, 
years after they are collected, data have become unavailable to Egyptian 
scholars. If an Egyptian scholar wants to obtain the important data required for 
his research, he will either have to pay a hefty price, or he will have to have 
an influential contact who would enable him to get this information. 


After this cursory review of conditions under which Egyptian scholars live, we 
can review what joint studies have to offer them. On the one hand an Egyptian 
scholar receives lucrative compensation for his participation in those studies. 
This compensation in no way compares with the modest salary he receives from his 
principal employment. Sometimes this compensation takes the form of a monthly 
salary, and although this is not true in all cases, a scholar may receive this 
salary despite his scanty contribution to a scientific research project. 


Joint studies also provide considerable resources for gathering data. Research 
assistants are hired to carry out this function, and their wages are paid without 
having the scholar subjected to any hardship or degradation in the process. 
Moreover, study samples are funded to study the research topic; data pertaining 
to the sample are analyzed by computer; and the results are sent to the scholar: 
classified, organized and ready in every sense. 


Furthermore, the method [followed in] joint studies gives a scholar numerous 
opportunities to travel to the country that funded the research. Usually this is 
the United States or some of the advanced countries of western Europe. There, he 
stands to benefit as a scholar and as a tourist. 


In a general climate where the spirit of seeking to achieve only one's own 
personal interest prevails and under values that are new to Egyptian society-- 
values that make material gain the highest goal in any activity--it was natural 
that a good supply of scientific research whose technical components are comp- 
lete--as manifested in joint studies-—-would be met by an overwhelming demand on 
the part of Egyptian scholars. 


We come to the second question. Does the method of joint studies bring about the 
national objectives that scientific inquiry is supposed to achieve? In answering 
this question I find myself in total agreement with what was mentioned in the 
article by Dr Jalal Amin in AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI. Dr Amin had said that the dan- 
ger of these studies does not lie primarily in the gathering of data and 
information as much as it is manifested in the fact that Egypt's research force 
is taken in and put to work on research projects that are planned by foreign 
agencies. It is useless to worry about information being leaked because the 
hallways of ministries, government offices and research centers are full of 
foreign experts. This is in addition to what has already been mentioned in 
previous articles about advanced methods western countries have, chiefly the 
United States, for gathering the required information. 


Thus, the danger lies in the fact that the time and minds of Egypt's thinkers and 
intellectual elite are occupied. The scientific research that joint studies 
recognize, with the benefits that we mentioned, is pampered research, and it is 
absolutely incompatible with Egypt's capabilities and its economic and social 
conditions. Therefore, it turns Egyptian scholars away from their environment and 
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takes up a major portion of their time so that they no longer have any time to 
think about or to reflect upon the cther problems of the world. 


Furthermore, in the midst of his involvement with joint studies an Egyptian scho- 
lar is likely to neglect his primary occupation or to put it second after these 
studies. Perhaps the statement we frequently hear regarding "giving them their 
money's worth'"' is the best expression of the true relationship between the 
scholar and his employer under prevailing conditions. This naturally leads to 
serious harm to the country, whose full effects may not become known until some 
time has gone by. One of the notable examples of this harm at the university lies 
in the consequences of the fact that the faculty do not have enough time to 
Supervise the dissertations of rising young scholars. What is even worse is the 
fact that these young scholars are starting their careers as research assistants 
in these joint studies where they earn these [large] sums of money. 


If we were to add to this the possibility that an Egyptian scholar will be influ- 
enced by foreign thought, which is capitalist, and that he will become accustomed 
to a subordinate position by working for foreign agencies, we would find that 
scientific inquiry loses its independence and its national direction and that an 
Egyptian scholar becomes accustomed to subordination. He could unwittingly 
consider it acceptable and even salutary. 


With regard to the third question which addresses a remedy and an alternative, I 
think that a remedy does not lie in partial solutions such as increasing the 
salaries of faculty members, increasing budget allocations for scientific re- 
search or issuing decrees that would regulate income earned from these projects. 
These partial solutions under conditions that are generally unfavorable would not 
do the required job. In my opinion the matter requires prompt and decisive action 
to change the life style of Egyptian society and to change social values, ideas 
and conduct so as to do away with existing imbalances and come up with a serious 
plan for economic and social development. Executing any plan for serious scien- 
tific inquiry can be done only in a climate of serious independent development. 
The experiences of other socialist and capitalist countries provide the best 
evidence of that. Flourishing national scientific inquiry was always accompanied 
by radical and comprehensive changes in society and in the economy. 


None of what has been said means that we are completely rejecting American and 
other foreign assistance in the area of scientific research. However, we are 
rejecting the form this assistance is taking: we are rejecting direct or indirect 
intervention in the management of scientific research. At the same time we are 
asking that we make every effort to nrovide a suitable climate for establishing 
|a tradition of | scientific inquiry whose only impulse is to serve the interests 
of the country. 
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EGYPT 


SOCIOLOGIST, CRITIC DEBATE MERITS OF NASIR, AL-SADAT 
Leaders' Roots Examined 

Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 7 Oct 82 p 3 

[Article by Sa'd-al-Din Ibrahia/ 


[Text/ Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir and Anwar al-Sadat were the product of a single 
generation, the same Egyptian land, the same social class and the same educa- 
tional and professional background. 


They both participated in the Free Officers' organization. They both hated the 
monarchical regime with everything that regime represented socially, politically, 
and economically. They both despaired of that regime's reforming itself, after 
the rot in the regime had become great. They both, nonetheless, were filled with 
hope that Egypt could be saved and its status uplifted. That was the equation 
of the July revolution: hatred, despair and hope. 


Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir brought that equation into the open, with its three elements. 
The course of the revolution that he led in its first and second decades was 
guided in its third decade by Anwar al-Sadat, and Husni Mubarak took over the 
tiller of it at the start of the fourth decade. 


This article is not about the fourth decade or Husni Mubarak. Rather, it is 
about Jamal 'Abd-al-Nasir and Anwar al-Sadat. 


Is It Proper To Compare 'Abd-al-Nasir and al-Sadat? 


Comparing two leaders like 'Abd-al-Nasir and al-Sadat is like making any other 
comparison: it can be fair and objective, it can become an illusory weighing 
process of measurement, or, more harmful than that, it can become a grievous 
calumny. 


Since we have been commemorating the anniversaries of the deaths of the two 
leaders recently, it would not be a bad idea to exercise purposeful independent 
judgment on behalf of a fair, objective comparison. 


President Husni Mubarak has warned against making biased comparisons between the 
two leaders. Husni Mubarak would not have uttered this warning had he not heard, 
read and felt this sort of biased comparison. 
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Since many people inside and outside Egypt are comparing the eras of 'Abd-al-Nasir 
and al-Sadat, whether we like it or not, we should make it an objective comparison 
as far as possible and avoid injurious calumnies. Let our goal be to draw from 
the past in hoth eras lessons with which we can arm ourselves in our present and 
future. 


What we would like to say is that a comparison is feasible and that it is taking 
place in people's minds, is current in the conversations of most of them, and 
is finding its way openly or covertly into the pens of writers. It is not harm 
ful to the memory of 'Abdeal-Nasir or to the memory of al-Sadat if people deal 
with the eras of their regimes in a spirit of criticism and appraisal. 


'Abd-al-Nasir governed Egypt for 18 years and al-Sadat governed it for ll. During 
the terms of both, notions, policies and practices which impregnated the eras of 
their rule of Egypt and affected thewhole region became crystallized and con- 
secrated. 


Since people are negatively or positively influenced by the notions, policies 
and practices of rulers, it is natural that their opinions and feelings should 
be polarized with or against the rulers. Anyone ignoring this simple statement 
ignores the laws of politics and society. 


People who benefited from the notions, policies and practices of the Nasirist 
era see only its achievements, sing of its glories, and ask that God be merciful 
to its memory. To them, the Nasirist era meant glorious liberation struggles — 
the elimination of the corrupt monarchical regime, the evacuation of the British, 
resistance to foreign alliances, hostility to imperialism and Zionism, the estab- 
lishment of the nonaligned movement, the nationalization of the Suez Canal, and 
the leadership of the Arab nationalist movement. 


The Nasirist era, in their view, meant only struggles to build a society of 
sufficiency and justice — the construction of the High Dam and the public sector, 
industrialization, the elimination of feudalism, land reform, and the redistrib- 
ution of wealth and power to the benefit of the toiling classes of workers and 
peasants and the middle classes. 


People who benefited from the notions, policies and practices of the Sadatist 
era also see only its accomplishments and try to defend its pillars and symbols. 
To them, the Sadatist era meant the great October victory, the sovereignty of 
law, the shift to a pluralist democracy, the end of sequestrations and imprison- 
ment, the opening up toward the world, the extirpation of Soviet influence, and 
the initiative toward peace and reconciliation with Israel. 


The Sadatist era, to the people who benefited from it and to the people who are 
still bearing its banners, was the era that ended the "one-ruler, one-party, 
one=writer" system. 


Trench Warfare in Egyptian Political Life 


This part of the contest between the proponents of the two eras concentrates on 
the achievements of the two leaders. In spite of the degree of exaggerations 
by the proponents of one era or the other that it involves, it is not harmful by 
itself. But, would that matters stopped at that point! 
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More typically, the adherents of each era are not ready to recall the mistakes 
of the era whose banner they are bearing. There is an almost total absence of 
objective, critical, serious review on the part of the adherents of either era. 
Conversely, there is a savage readiness to tear into the era from which they did 
not benefit, by whose policies they were damaged, or from whose practices they 
suffered. This savage readiness to tear apart and engage in slander has turned 
the relationship between the partisans of the two eras into political and media 
trench warfare. 


The Nasirist era, in the opinion of most of the people who benefited from or took 
part in governing during President al-Sadat's term, does not /sic/ mean seques= 
trations, imprisonments, power centers, Soviet infiltration, defeat, introversion 
or economic ruin. In their view, this era seems to have no achievements. 


Conversely, the people who benefited from the Nasirist era in President al-Sadat's 
regime saw nothing but a period of decline, corruption, spoliation, neglect of 
national sovereignty, subordination to the West, relinquishment of Egypt's 
leadership role in the Arab nation, neglect of the interests of the toiling classes, 
destruction of the economy, the propagation of consumerist greed and parasitic 
activity, condemnation from abroad and cultural transmutation. In their opinion, 
the Sadatist era does not seem to have made any achievements worthy of mention 

or commendation. 


From Trench Warfare to a War of Intellectual Annihilation 


Most of the people who lead the trench warfare on the national stage under the 
banners of Nasirism or Sadatism are 50 years old or older. The infighting among 
them has intensified in an escalating fashion in recent months, and the trench 
warfare is on the verge of being turned into a war of "intellectual annihilation." 


In this war, people forget that more than half the population of Egypt was born 
after the 1952 revolution and that most of this population did not live in the 
Nasirist era, or witnessed it only as children. They forget that the young 
people in Egypt need struggles concentrated on dialogue, not wars of intellectual 
annihilation. 


In struggles concentrated on dialogue, while each party may start from a differ- 
ent point, it is ready to see the other point of view. Each party is prepared 
for the possibility of persuading and being persuaded in a sincere effort to 
widen the scope of "the truth." 


However, in battles of intellectual annihilation, there is no room for the other 
side. There is no scope for an alternative interpretation of the events of the 
past and the present. 


In battles of intellectual annihilation, there is just a single point of view 


and a single interpretation, and anyone who resists is a liar, a person seeking 
vengeance or a mercenary. 


The battles of intellectual annihilation are polar dualities — black or white, 
"liberalization" or "introversion," public sector or private sector, "the social- 


ism of destruction" or "the capitalism of corruption." One can draw analogies 
to these with many other dualities. 
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Battles of intellectual annihilation are "childish" ones where the belligerents 
believe that abandoning any position or emplacement means sustaining an unneces-— 
sary defeat. However, the "truth" is the main victim in battles of intellectual 
annihilation, and the young people of this country are the main losers in tne 
course of these struggles. 


The young people of Egypt account for half of the so .sety and half of the present; 
they will account for the whole society and the whole future in the course of 

the next few years. The battles of "intellectual annihilation" among ‘aduits" 

is throwing "young people" into confusion, smashing people's values, and causing 
them to lose confidence in their society and their leaders. 


The Options and Platforms 


The young people need struggles of purposeful dialogue which will point the 
road to the future to them. If we are to compare 'Abd-al-Nasir with al-Sadat, 
let the comparison be governed by a clarification of the philosophy of each and 
the ot jective circumstances which dictated this philosophy, the policies that 
arose from it, the achievements it realized and the errors that marred it in 
practice. 


Let the comparison be governed by a clarification of the levels of performance 
of each era and the social classes that benefited and drew benefit from this 
performance. Let it be known and accepted that political and social options 
are derived from every philosophy that will benefit some people and will not 
benefit others. Some people may not be the equal of others in terms of numbers 
or streugth. The important thing is that some people, and others, have an 
opportunity to express themselves, to organize, to maintain a dialogue and to 
compete in a context of democracy and sovereignty of law. 


'Abd-al-Nasir represented a philosophy, an option and a platform. Al-Sadat 
represented a different philosophy, a different option, and a different platform. 
Each of them made his own achievements and mistakes. The new generations have 
the right to compare them objectively and they have the right to choose the 
philosophy of the one or the other, to reject them, or to reconcile them within 

a new national cultural scheme. 


Philosophies of Presidents Weighed 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 21 Oct 82 p 3 
[Article by Dr Sa'd-al-Din Ibrahim/ 
[Text/ In a previous article, we presented two statements. One concerned the 
possibility of comparing 'Abd-al-Nasir and al-Sadat, since each of them governed 


Egypt for many years and left his imprint on the map of the society and the 
region and on Egypt's foreign relations. 
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The second statement was that such a comparison would have to be objective, 
equitable, and far removed from bickering and various forms of personal defama~ 
tion, in the case of both of the two late presidents. 


We stressed that a comparison of the two eras, those of 'Abd-al-Nasir and al~ 
Sadat, was being made in people's minds, conversations and some of their writ- 
ings in any case, whether we liked it or not. We said that as long as such a 
comparison was being made, it had to be set in a proper direction, on the one 
hand, and had to be put to use to serve the present and build the future, on the 
other. 


From the outset I realized that an objective, purposeful attempt at a comparison 
would anger many of the proponents of one of the experiments or the other; 
nonetheless, one of an intellectual's social functions in his own country is not 
to hesitate to make individual judgments in any field where he feels that he can 
offer service to the public interest. 


Anyone reading the Egyptian party or non=-party press in recent months can only 
draw a frightening conclusion, which we referred to last week /sic/, namely 
that the discussion about 'Abd-al-Nasir and al-Sadat has shifted from one of 
purposeful dialogue to something resembling "trench warfare," and then has 
turned, or has almost turned, into a war of "intellectual extermination." What 
I am attempting in these articles is to get back to enlightened dialogue. 


Personal Experience 


We have stated that the partisans and defenders of every period, and the people 
raising its banners, are people who participated in or benefited from that given 
period. This is normal. "Benefiting" here does not just mean deriving material 
benefit —- it also includes moral benefit and the benefit derived from status, 
and includes domestic and national gratification. 


I have received a letter from a reader who states "You, like an Egyptian, must 
have benefited from or been harmed by 'Abd-al~Nasir's era or al-Sadat's era. 
Why do you believe that you can be more objective or have greater integrity in 
drawing a comparison between them?" 


Without wasting the reader's time on personal matters, I can state that I, like 
thousands of other children of peasants besides me, berefited from the Nasirist 
era, which opened broad opportunities for education in the fifties and sixties 
to me; perhaps this opportunity would not have been given me had it not been 
for the fact that the Egyptian revolution had occurred, in July 1952. 


However, this education itself, especially in the field of sociology, compels 
me closely to investigate, analyze and evaluate everything that is taking place 
on the Egyptian domestic stage and the Arab national stage. I do not claim to 
be totally objective, but I do claim to exercise individual judgment in the 
attempt to be objective. The independent thinker will have two rewards if he 
is rizht, and one if he is not. Enough talk about myself. 


'Abd-al-Nasir's General Philosophy 


'Abd~al-Nasir and al-Sadat were offspring of the same generation and they were 
produced by the same social class. They were comrades in arms against the 
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extinct era of the monarchy, were both members of the Revolutionary Command 
Council and continued to work together for a period of 18 years (1952-70). How 
could all this common background and all this parallel and intersecting movement 
in their progress exist, with both of them then pursuing a general philosophy 
which was different from that of the other? 


The answer to the question starts with the fact that the two eras were differ- 

ent. The structure of Egyptian society at each period was different from tht 

of the preceding one, as were the challenges posed in each period, domestically 
and in the foreign context. This all helps constitutes what one could call ob- 
jective circumstances which are outside the will of the ruler — any ruler. 


However, the answer will not be complete unless we also pause to contemplate the 
limits of these objective factors. In addition to these there are intrinsic or 
personal factors; these constitute the ruler's perceptions and determine his 
preferences, out of the numerous options the objective circumstances provide 
him with. 


In fact, a ruler under the influence of the aides and subordinates surrounding 
him sometimes might not see all the options that are available to him. These 
people are tantamount to guards or gatekeepers who control the flow of informa- 
tion, its distortion, or its "embellishment." The ruler's capacity might it~ 
self be limited to reading and to becoming informed of or hearing different 
points of view, and the people around him might go to excessive lengths in 
making dangers seem terrible or in belittling them. 


The conclusion we are aiming at is that a ruler is ultimately a human being 
like the rest of mankind. He has his personal history and his class background; 
he might continue to be the servant or slave of that or he might turn his back 
on it, preferring to transcend it in order to serve lower or higher classes. 

A ruler, like any human being, is affected by the information that descends on 
him every day from the members of his family, from his aides, or from the 
people with whom he chooses to ally himself regionally or internationally. 


'Abd-al-Nasir assumed the tasks of government when he was in the early thirties; 
that is, he was at the peak of his youth. Youth in itself is a model of im- 
patience, ambition and challenge. 

'Abd-al-Nasir was a member of the angry generation whose political conscience 
was crystallized by the intellectual currents of angry political parties and 
organizations which did not share power in the era of the monarchy. The decade 
of the forties, specifically, embodied the peek of this anger, and the intellec- 
tual tributeries that descended on 'Abd-al-Nasir's mind in those years were: 
Young Egypt (subsequently the Socialist Party of Egypt). 

The Moslem Brothers. 

The old National Party. 


The Wafdist Vanguard. 
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Marxist thinking. 


The Free Officers group was a melange of people who read or believed in this 
literature. In spite of the contradictions that might be apparent among these 
intellectual tributaries (such as that between the thinking of the Moslem 
Brothers, and Marxist thought), they all shared a fierce social criticism of 
the existing monarchical regime. The people propounding these ideas shared 
attributes of seriousness, a readiness for self-sacrifice, integrity and a 
lack of implication in or corruption by the game of the competition for 
positions of power. 


Someone reflecting deeply over all the main trends during the Nasirist era 
could find the germ of each trend in one or more of these intellectual tribu- 
taries, which flourished in the forties and early fifties. The notion of 
agrarian reform, for example, grew and flourished in the literature of Young 
Egypt and the Wafdist Vanguard. 


Likewise, the ideas of nationalization and social justice were among the pillars 
of the political thinking of Young Egypt and the Moslem Brothers, respectively. 
The stress on national independence and enmity toward colonialism was the main 
issue, and perhaps the only one, with which the National Party (the old one) 

was preoccupied. The emphasis on Egypt's Arab role and the principle of neu- 
trality vis-a-vis conflicting international blocs, and the condemnation of 
alliances were some of the notions which the Wafdist Vanguard, the Moslem 
Brothers and Young Egypt were promoting. 


'Abd-al-Nasir's genius lay in the fact that in the few years which followed the 
revolution he succeeded in weaving a general philosophy from these numerous 
tributaries which met broad mass acceptance in Egypt, the Arab nation, and the 
third world. 


The broad outlines of this integrated tapestry were socialism as a socioeconomic 
system domestically, Arab nationalism and unity as a focus for Egypt's activity 
and regional policy, and positive neutrality and enmity to colonialism and 
Zionism as a butress of Egypt's international activity and policies. 


This philosophy was given its most comprehensive and clear expression in the 
pages of the Charter (1961). The mechanism for the application of this philo- 
sophy were the apparatus of government, comprehensive planning, the public 
sector, and the personality of 'Abd-al-Nasir himself, with the leadership 
qualities it possessed and all its power to address the masses, enflame their 
enthusiasm and mobilize them rapidly inside Egypt and in the context of the 
Arab nation. 


Al-Sadat's General Philosophy 


What about the al~Sadat era, its general philosophy and its social, national 
and international options? 


First of all Anwar al-Sadat, in his youth, in turn was a faithful product of 


the decade of the forties, influenced by the same intellectual tributaries 
which descended upon 'Abd-al-Nasir. However, when he reached the seat of power 
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he was in his fifties, and these intellectual tributaries had grown old, their 
color had faded, and they had lost much of their heat. 


More important than that, Anwar al-Sadat came to the presidency not as an angry 
revolutionary but as a member of an elite which had spent more than 18 years in 
power and had seen and became familiar with the excesses that sometimes 

appear in revolutionary principles and ideas and the lapses they sometimes 
suffer from application and practice. 


Anwar al-Sadat came to the presidency of a wounded, defeated Egypt, with the 
nightmare of an odious Israel occupation sitting on its chest and its territory, 
draining away a great amount of its resources in military effort, its ambitious 
development plans in abeyance. However, the first 3 years he contined to derive 
his legitimacy basically from the fact that he was 'Abd-al-Nasir's successor, 
and he continued to adhere to the basic tenets of Nasirism, with limited partial 
modifications as dictated by maximum objective need, until he took the decision 
in October 1973 to launch a war, in which the performance was superb. The man 
felt, and had every right to feel, that this tremendous October achievement 
would support an independent legitimacy which would give him the psychological 
and political freedom to move. 


Therefore, the next 4 years, 1974-77, witnessed new directives that bore the 
marks and vision of al-Sadat in the domestic, regional and international con- 
texts. 


These orientations were crystallized in four interconnected, integrated poli- 
cles: economic liberalization and pluralist democracy domestically, the move 
toward peace with Israel regionally, and reconciliation with the West, in 
particular the United States, internationally. 


Just as 'Abd-al-Nasir's policies achieved some success and were afflicted with 
some lapses, al-Sadat's four policies had a mixed record of success and 
failure. The qualitative differences in approach in the two eras cannot fail 
to strike the eye of the neutral observer, and the people who denied benefit 
or suffered harm cannot ignore it. The details of these qualitative differ- 
ences require a further article. 


Two Rulers' Styles Compared 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 28 Oct 82 p 3 
{Article by Dr Sa'd-al-Din Ibrahim/ 


[Text/ In spite of the tremendous difference in the political, social and 

international orientations of both 'Abd-al-Nasir and al-Sadat, the style of 
ruling in essence nonetheless contained numerous aspects that were similar. 
The di ‘ference that appears at the first instance in their style of ruling 

at oncs, as a result of the difference in the personalities of the two men 

and a difference in the symbols and language of address, lies in the actual 
political situation. 
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Authoritarian Individual Rule 


Toward the end of the thirties and throughout the forties, many writings 
appeared in Egypt calling for rule by a "benevolent despot." In spite of the 
apparent contradiction between the two halves of this phrase — that is, ty- 
ranny and justice — the appeal met with broad acceptance among many young 
people and intellectuals from the middle classes at that time. 


There were domestic and foreign reasons for the attractiveness of the appeal. 


Domestically, there was a hatred of the political parties, which were diverted 
by the game of competing for power from the national goals of liberation and 
independence and the social goals of combating what at that time was called 
the trinity of "poverty, ignorance and disease." 


It appeared to these segments of the young and the intellectuals of the middle 
class that the "liberal democracy" which was practiced in those years was only 
a grand delusion to divert the people, an arena restricted to pashas and rich 
people, and that the British and the palace were running the geme within that 
arena. 


Regardless of the accuracy or inaccuracy of this description of political life 
in the Egypt of the thirties and forties, the people who were angry at condi- 
tions believed that the existing parties were not viable and they despaired of 
their reforming themselves or of the regime in its entirety reforming itself. 
Thus the appeal for a "benevolent despot" arose. 


Adding sevenfold to the allure of the appeal were foreign factors, most impor- 
tant of which was a fascination with strong leaders like Hitler, Mussolini and 
Franco, and, before them, Mustafa Kamal Ataturk. 


The important point in all this, as far as our subject goes, is the fact that 
the political awareness of 'Abd~al-Nasir and al-Sadat was crystallized in an 
intellectual environment which was dominated by this sort of thinking and feel- 
ing and that their military upbringing in the course of their work as officers 
in their youth had been strengthened by notions of discipline, obedience and 
loyalty. 


Therefore, when each of them settled down in the seat of power, the model of 
the "benevolent despot" was closest to his conscious intelligence or his in- 
nate self. 


In spite of the belief that each, as he himself had asserted, held in "sound 
democracy," the pattern of behavior of each, and his conduct, was closer to 
the model of the individual ruler who concentrates all the levers of power in 
his own hands. 


The Sacred Cows 


Following the struggle of the nationalization of the Suez Canal and the failure 
of the Tripartite Aggression in 1956, 'Abd-al-Nasir's leadership devoted itself 
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not to Egypt alone but to the context of the whole Arab nation, from the Atlantic 
to the Gulf. Indeed, 'Abdeal-Nasir became like a legendary hero in all corners 
of the third world and he came to be surrounded by halos of love, respect and 
glorification. 


Among other things, one result of that was that it made a tremendous giant of 
'Abd-al-Nasir, in comparison even with his colleagues who belonged to the 
Revolutionary Command Council. It became very hard for them to differ with 
him or even to address him by his first name, as they had obdurately been doing 


for many previous years. 


Those colleagues who found themselves in an argument with him over uny issue 
automatically chose to resign their positions or stay at home. 


Gradually, most members of the Revolutionary Command Council dropped out of the 
public picture or disappeared from Sight. In the mid-sixties, only those of 
them, or the free officers, whom 'Abd-al-Nasir had chosen to retain stayed in 
the public picture. 


Some of the people 'Abd-al-Nasir had chosen or selected to have remain with him 
started to derive their strength and authority from him. Some of then, through 
the process of simulation, or the process of protecting him, turned into little 
caesars in their centers of organizatonal activity. With the passage of time 
they became like "sacred cows" in the Hindu religion, possessing an inviolability 
that could not be touched. Consequently, open criticism could not extend to 

them and accountability to the masses, to parliament or to the law could not 
involve them. 


That does not mean that all the little caesars abused power or were deficient in 
the duties of public office. In fact, some of them were people whom later years, 
following the death of 'Abd-al-Nasir and the wanning of their authority, proved 

to have been men of high competence by any international standard. However, there 
also were people among them who did abuse power, were deficient in their public 
duties and did bring the most severe catastrophes upon Egypt and the Arab nation. 


Marshal 'Abd-al-Hakim 'Amir (may God have mercy on him) was a prominent example 
of the latter type of man in the Nasirist era. He was a colleague and close 
friend of 'Abd-al-Nasir's and stayed in his position as commander general of 
the Egyptian armed forces for about 15 years. Although the marshal did not 
possess high military or political competence, he continued to be the most 
important of the sacred cows in the regime and was assigned lofty missions, in 
most of which he fell short or failed. 


The marshal had two conspicuous failures. One of them was his mismanagement of 
the affairs of Syria, which was one of the reasons for the secession, and the 
other was his mismanagement of the war in Yemen. 


These two major failures == above and beyond many general and particular fail- 
ings which people bruited about — were of such Significance that 'Abd-al-Nasir 
should have dismissed him, but a sentimental weakness at the beginning, and then 
the spread of the marshal's influence within the military institution after that 
made it difficult for 'Abd-al-Nasir to do so. 
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We mentioned the marshal just as an exampic of the Nasirist era, in which account- 
ability and criticism were lacking. We can find the same thing in the Sadatist 
era. 


Just as 'Abdeal-Nasir became a giant after the Suez war of 1956, al-Sadat became 
a gient after the October 1973 war. As far as al-Sadat went, this war was the 
greatest achievement of his era and in the wake of it he outgrew the constricting 
vise of Nasirist tutelage, rebelled against its policies and symbols, and rid 
himself of those of its men wha remained. 


The October war made an international personality of al~Sadat and he started to 
act vis-a-vis the people of his country and his nation on the basis of this new 
fact. 


However, the important thing, in the subject at hand, is the fact that these 
sacred cows abused the good name of the two presidents they had set about to 
protect, who had raised them above the context of public accountability, in 
spite of the proliferation of talk among people in their private meetings on 
the defects or corruption of these cows. The ruler, in both eras, came to con- 
sider criticism of any of these sacred cows tantamount to criticism directed 
against himself personally, which led to the most flagrant catastrophes. 


The Technocratic Class 


In the regimes of 'Abd-al-Nasir and al-Sadat, the style of rule, then, depended 
basically on the personality of the president at the apex of the political pyra= 
mid, with a group of sacred cows close to hin. 


Beneath the level of the sacred cows were ministers and senior government offi- 
cials. 


In the framework of the two late presidents' regimes, the ministers were trans~ 
formed into a technocratic-bureaucratic group. They did not take part in the 
adoption of crucial decisions or in the outlining of the regime's major policies. 


Most of them had no independent political or popular base. Their tasks were 
confined to purely executive and technical matters. 


Most of them entered the cabinet without any prior activist or political his- 
tory and most of them left the cabinet without acquiring any political skills worth 
mentioning. In fact, many of them boasted that they were "apolitical." 


In the Nasirist era, we rarely heard about a minister resigining. When mini- 
sters were appointed or dismissed, the president did not bother to mention the 
reasons in either case. The same thing is true of the Sadatist era, with some 
exceptions which the president himself mentioned. 


Likewise, we can observe a rapid turnover and replacement among the ministers in 
the two eras. This is a phenomenon whose likes we cannot observe in the group 
of sacred cows which we spoke about: while the average tenure of a minister did 
not exceed a year and a half in either era, we find that most of the sacred 

cows continued to exercise their influence for many years and this was inter- 
rupted only by death, suicide or the departure of the president who under took 

to protect and look after them. 
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Indeed, a few of these sacred cows continued to be protected and looked after in 
Unc framework of more than one president. 


The Masses and the Role of Institutions 


The executive authority remained the authority which had the greatest power and 
control over the resources of the society and the two other authorities, the 
legislative and judiciary. To be fair, the resistance of the judiciary authority, 
and its concern with its own independence, was stronger and more heroic in both 
eras than that of the legislative authority. The judiciary authority paid an 
exorbitant price as a consequence of this resistance in both erass 


The two presidents resorted to the technique of popular referenda regarding many 
crucial decisions, although President al~Sadat expanded the use of them, espec- 
ially in the later years. 


President 'Abd-al-Nasir was better able to address and move the masses in the 
Egyptian and Arab contexts. He succeeded in creatine a tremendous spiritual 

bond between himself and these masses as the years passed, while President al- 
Sadat preferred closed meetings and addresses on radio and television and resorted 
to direct mass address in public arenas on only a few occasions which can be 
counted on the fingers of one hand. 


President al-Sadat was more concerned and infatuated with the use of the syn— 
bols and rituals of power than President 'Abd-al-Nasir was. President al- 
Sadat's life style was also more diverse and complex, whereas 'Abd-al-Nasir's 
life style was lev: diverse and simpler. From this standpoint, each of them 

was more in harmony with his own general orientations and philosophy of life and 
society. 


Call for Comparison Refuted 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 14 Oct 82 p 3 
[Article by Muhammad Salmawi/ 


[Text/ I would not have imagined that I would find it in me to reply to any 
political statement by Dr Sa'd-al-Din Ibrahim, whose writings represent a new 
overview of real political and social concepts which we had been lacking in 
recent years. 


They also entail, a learned cultural, style of thinking which we had exchanged 
for a cheap facility full of simple errors which poisoned readers against their 
Arab brothers abroad and against the opposition domestically. 


However, in spite of this, I find myself compelled to differ with Dr Sa'd today 
over an important issue of methodology related to his latest article, "'Abd- 
al-Nasir and al-Sadat," in which he addressed himself to the comparison being 
made between the two late presidents now inside and outside Egypt. 


This is a comparison whose maximua importance in this stage of our history 

Dr Sa'd has not argued about as we have been trying to rebuild our society on 
sound bases. However, he has protested that this comparison is being made in 
a style that is not characterized by scientific objectivity. 
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However, Dr Sa'd has tried to attain this lacking objectivity in a conciliatory 
fashion characterized by great simplification. This is disruptive of the pro- 
cess of comparison itself and consequently negates the benefit that we hope to 
derive from it. 


Dr Sa'd has repeated the refrain that is being promoted nowadays among people 

who imagine that it is in their ability to settle the discussions that are going 
on by pronouncing a maxim which adds nothing to the dialogue and leaves us where 
we have started —— that is, "every regime has its positive and negative features." 


The basic problem to which the people who undertake to write and analyze the cur- 
rent comparisons between the eras of 'Abd-al-Nasir and al-Sadat address thenm- 
selves is a single, specific question, although Dr Sa'd has ignored it, and 

that is, which of the two roads is being followed? 


'Abd-al-Nasir propounded a specific option and al-Sadat propounded a different 
one. We have now reached a point where we must specify which of the two roads 
we are following, now that we have become aware of the consequences of each. 


Here objectivity will not be attained if we put each of the two eras next to the 
other and weigh them. 


This approach is disruptive and will be of no use to us because first of all 
it does not spell out the political features of each era to us and on top of that, 
it does not even specify the time sequences involved in each. 


Let us deal with the latter shortcoming first. We can say that a new era in 
politics, as Dr Sa'd knows, does not begin just when a new person assumes the 
reins of government. Rather, it begins just when this person sets out new bases 
for his rule which differ from those of his predecessor, and a new page is thus 
turned in the history of his country. 


If we look at the period of President al-Sadat's rule, we will find that 'Abd- 
al-Nasir's era continued for 3 years after al-Sadat came to power and that the 
new president started to set out his new policy after the October 1973 war. 


Thus the liberalization came in 1974, "pluralist democracy," as Dr Sa'd calls 
it, in 1976, then the visit to Jerusalem in 1977. 


I believe that Dr Sa'd would not argue that these were the three main foundations 
of al-Sadat's regime. 


However, all the political pursuits that preceded that were derived, by the 
testimony of al-Sadat himself, from 'Abd-al-Nasir's legitimacy and particular 
policies, including the October war itself, whose initial plans, which bore the 
names Granite One, Two and Three, were laid under 'Abd-al-Nasir's supervision, 
and the army training for which took place during 'Abd-al-Nasir's forgotten war, 
the war of attrition. In addition, of course, the army that carried out the 
October war was a new force which 'Abd-al-Nasir had formed after the 1967 defeat, 
and the weapons with which the army fought had been acquired by 'Abd-al-Nasir - 
by the admission of al-Sadat, who often said that he did not receive a single 
screw from the Russians since he came to power. 
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iluwever, we cannot say this without asserting that al-Sadat alone made the de 
cision for war, and supervised it himself as a supreme armed forces commander. 
History must remember him for this with the utmost pride and respect. In doing 
so, though, he was proceeding along 'Abd-al-Nasir's road, and he did not depart 
from it until after this glorious war which constituted the true dividing line 
between the two eras, and at which, alone, scientific objective analysis must 
begin. 


Without such a division, what Dr Sa'd calls the Sadatist era is characterized 
by political contradictions and vagrancy of decisionmaking. 


How is it that al-Sadat differed from the group of ministers who resigned over 
the need for union with Libya on 15 May 1971, after which his dispute with 
Libya became more heated than the enmity toward Israel? 


How is it that al-Sadat alone led one of our very most glorious and grand wars 
in coordination with Syria, after attacks on Syria became necessary and were not 
absent from most of his political speeches? 


The other shortcoming in the comparison Dr Sa'd makes between the two eras lies 
in the fact that he ignores an important fact, which is that all 'Abd-al-Nasir's 
policies, which I have presented in the preceding list, are detailed parts of 
an overall integrated whole which has come to be known by the name "Nasirism." 
Rather, Dr Sa'd has ignored this particular political theory, which in reality 
is the greatest achievement of 'Abd-al-Nasir's era, and has spoken of its parts 
in a disjointed form. 


I had imagined, after everything that had been written domestically and abroad 

on Nasirism as a new political theory, which so far exceeds 500 books, that the 
fact that 'Abd-al-Nasir of all the leaders of the third world, was the one who 

came closest to formulating a special political theory was no longer the object 
of indifference or dispute. 


'Abd-al-Nasir drew up a new platform for Egypt and the Arab nation which dif- 
fered from both Western capitalism and Eastern communism at the same time. Gen 
DeGaulle called it the third way and certain progressive theories in the field 
of development economics, for example, especially the writings of G. Myrdal, 
which the United Nations organizations have now pre-empted, embraced it. 


However, in the literature on al~Sadat abroad I have not seen any signs, direct 
or indirect, that his political pursuits, which brought the country back to many 


of the policies that preceded the revolution, such as the alliance with the 
West, the pluralism of parties, and the free economy, represent in their tota- 
lity a new addition to the history of political theory. 


Therefore, the comparison between the two late presidents, which Dr Sa'd has 
made by applying his word "Sadatism" alongside "Nasirism," is unfair and unjust 
to al-Sadat himself and his era, as well as being a distortion at the expense 
of the reader. The man, on whom God have mercy, in his moments of greatest rap- 
ture, never claimed that he had innovated a new political theory which we might 
christen with his name. 
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Scientific objectivity, in our humble view, means that we should study each of 
these two important eras in our modern history in isolation first of all and 
recognize it as it really was, then, after that, compare the results of each, 
and try to see, for example, where the policy of nonalignmert, Arab nationalism, 
the nationalization of the canal, the construction of the High Dam, industriali- 
zation, equality of opportunities, and agrarian reform have brought us, in 
comparison with where the policy of liberalization, pluralism democracy and 
peace with Israel have brought us. 


We should try to see how each of these policies has in its integrated state 
influenced the life of the individual and the abiltiy to provide his basic 
needs at prices within his reach, and also how it has influenced his feeling 
of pride and dignity. 


11887 
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EGYPT 


PROGRESS REPORT ON 10 RAMADAN CITY 
Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic No 1403, 22 Oct 82 pp 61-62 


{Interview with the Deputy Chief of the 10 Ramadan City Development Agency, 
Engineer Muhammad Kamil Abu al-Futuh, by AL-MUSAWWAR: "Ten Ramadan City, First 
New City in Egypt Based on Sound Planning" date and place not specified] 


[Text] Talking about any major work cannot have the desired effect unless those 
words stem from the heart of the matter, i.e., the pen and camera should go to 
the work site, in order to record what is happening on the land by observing 
the work at first hand. They should contact the workers and those in charge of 
the work, so that the description will conform to reality. This is what AL- 
MUSAWWAR did, when it went to 10 Ramadan City to record, in words and pictures, 
the progress that has been made so far, and to report to the reader the results 
of the first stage of the project and the immense efforts that have been made 
there. We also want to discuss the future of this new city, which only 5 years 
ago was merely a desolate desert area, full of sand dunes and without any sign 
of life. 


The reality proved to be more than any words spoken about 10 Ramadan City. Be- 
fore we went to 10 Ramadan City, in order to convey the picture to the reader 
from there, we confess that we had never expected to see what we saw, nor to 
hear what we heard. 


However, the facts and the reality were the opposite of what we expected. 


We came there, at the outset, on the new two-way road leading from Cairo to 
Isma'iliyah. Some 55 km from the heart of the capital, you can see a greenness 
down the road, indicating that you are approaching a new place, a new life that 
has begun to flower in the midst of the desert sand. It is 10 Ramadan City. A 
green spot on the road that traverses the arid desert. Flcwers, trees and green 
areas have begun to change the appearance of life. Then the car takes you to 

to the left. You go 1 km along a wide, paved road, with modern light poles on 
both sides, leading into the heart of the new city's first district. 


It is all around you, and you can scarcely believe it. Houses, villas, streets, 
greenery and flowers everywhere in the heart of the first district. 
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We waited in the office of the deputy chief of the 10 Ramadan City Development 
Agency. He was touring the city, inspecting the progress of the work. The 
chief of the agency is Engineer 'Im-al-Din ‘Ali Ibrahim, and the deputy chief 
is Engineer Muhammad Kamil Abu al-Futuh. 


AL-MUSAWWAR had the following conversation with the agency's deputy chief: 


[Question] Before we tour the city, we want to hear the story of this major 
project, which is developing so rapidly, yet so quietly? 


[Answer] I would like you, first of all, to know that 10 Ramadan City is an 
industrial city, a city that has been selected according to a national plan by 
the republic. It is the first new city that is self-sufficient, in the sense 
that it has no connection with any other city. It is not one of the suburbs of 
Cairo. 


The national plan to solve the housing problem and the migration from the vil- 
lage to the city in search of employment opportunities, chose to direct that 
migration from the countryside to new cities, by creating employment opportuni- 
ties that would encourage those migrants to permanently settle in these new 
cities. Therefore, it was necessary to provide jobs, housing and the appropri- 
ate urban services as a completely independent city. 


From this starting point, plans were made for 10 Ramadan City on the basis of 
accomodating one-half million people by the year 2000. By starting work in 
1977, the planning was clear: to divide the city into four stages, with a total 
of 150,000 jobs in the areas of industry, business and other services. 


As for agriculture, it was felt that it should be confined to a green belt a- 
round the city and in gardens and meadows within the housing areas. 


[Question] Therefore, we are talking about the first stage? 


[Answer] As I told you, that stage began in 1977. We took over this desert 
area, in which nothing was planted, no vegetation. We began work to build pub- 
lic amenities, such as roads, electricity, a water network and a sewer system. 
At the same time, we began to build houses in four neighborhoods in the city's 
first district. 


Let's stop a moment over the word "neighborhood;" it might require some explana- 
tion. Neighborhood means a separate residential area. The first stage has 34 
neighborhoods representing four residential districts. A district contains 8 

to 9 neighborhoods. The population of a district is from 40 to 45,000 people, 
and the entire first stage has some 150,000 people. 


Four neighborhoods in the first district of the first stage have been completed, 
including services. These include schools, mosques, day nurseries, recreational 
facilities and commercial markets. The first stage also includes work on neigh- 
borhood number 6, with the construction of housing units and workers' housing. 


75 











[Question] We would like to hear from your excellency how land was allocated 
for factories, buildings and agriculture? 


[Answer] During the first stage land was alloted for construction through a 
computer, and the owners were notified to begin building. The same applies to 
each stage. Concerning the industrial zones, they are divided into three 
types: heavy, medium and light industry. Most of the first stage has been 
allocated. 


[Question] What do some of the factories of the first stage produce? 


[Answer] There are 28 plants that are producing now. They are of various 
types. For example, I can mention factories for cabinetry, electrical equip- 
ment, upholstery, carpets, lacework, construction materials, bricks and tile, 
refrigerators and tires, in addition to the woodworking shops and factories 
tiat manufacture steel structures, furniture, pre-fabricated cabins, buttons, 
plastics, paint, varnish and ink. There are also 60 other factories under con- 
struction in the first stage. 


(Question) How is housing allocated to the workers in the cicy? 


[Answer] The allocation was easy. Priority was given to workers in the city 
and its factories, as well as the owners of commercial places, workers in the 
agency and the various governmental offices that we wanted to have in the city, 
representing all the ministries, so that the city's residents would not have 

to go to Cairo to conclude private business there. Each agency must be on 
city land. 


[Question] Tell us about the concessions and facilities that you give to in- 
vestors in the city. 


[Ans ier] There are many things that we wanted to do to encourage investors. 
First, we allocated land for them to build their projects at less than 50 per- 
cent of the cost. The new city construction law exempts them from taxes for 

10 years and also excuses them from paying custom duties on production equip- 
ment that they import from abroad. Moreover, the state gives them construction 
materials at subsidized prices, aside from providing utilities directly to the 
industrial areas. 


[Question] What do you give to merchants? 


[Answer] We lease the shops to merchants who carry on diily commercial activi- 
ties, such as grocery stores. pharmacies and the like. The first district cen- 
ter is currently being built. It contains a larger commercial center than the 
markets in the neighborhoods, as well as buildings for companies, office build- 
ings, housing units for small and large families, an automated bakery, which 
will be operating within a month at the most, a medical unite, a first-aid cen- 
ter, police station and a post office. Moreover, preparatory and secondary 
schools are now being built, while the elementary al-Azhari religious institute 
was completed a year ago, along with other elementary, preparatory and second- 
ary schools, and a day nursery. 
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[Question] We would like to hear from you a concept of the future of 10 Rama- 
dan City, as a new experiment for us, for which success is desired. We also 
do not want it to turn into a suburb of any other city. 


[Answer] I have told you that the city's development plan calls for comple- 
tion by the year 2000, God willing. But, as I said, special priorities were 
taken into consideration. However, these priorities could be delayed a little 
in implementation, so that other construction could precede them according to 
the city's needs. However, delaying these priorities does not mean that we 
will neglect their implementation, but only that something may occur in the 
plan which would require us to change these priorities in accordance with the 
city's needs. I also said that we were very anxious to have 10 Ramadan City 
be self-sufficient and have no daily need of Cairo. Therefore, we were anx- 
ious to have each of the ministries have an office in the city, so that the 
residents would not be compelled to go to Cairo to settle their business with 
these ministries. 


You are also aware of the importance of having a telephone network to have 
daily contact between parts of the city on the one hand, and between the city 
and the rest of Egypt on the other. The main central exchange is now being 
built for the city, with a capacity of 20,000 telephone lines. For now, there 
is telephone contact between us and the other cities that fulfills the needs 
of the city in its present size. Telephone lines have been connected to all 
the important utilities in the city. Im addition, there are health offices in 
each one of the city's districts, to record births and deaths and to provide 
immunization. In addition, there is a medical department, which is subordin- 
ate to the agency for workers’ health care, and a medical center, which in- 
cludes all the departments in the district. Work on the construction of a 

300 bed general hospital will begin soon. 


The general picture of the future of 10 Ramadan City, which you asked me to 
draw for you, is that this land that only 5 years ago was arid desert has today 
become a marvelous spot of land, which has been revitalized and where vegeta- 
tion is currently sustained by water from 32 wells, with each well having a 
capacity of 60 cubic meters per hour. This water is sufficient for now, and 
God be praised, the future wili bring 10 Ramadan City a water line from the 
Isma'iliyah canal, which is now being completed, along with a general purifica- 
tion station for the water. The future will also bring to 10 Ramadan City a 
green belt which will surround the city, with an area of 65 square kilometers. 
This belt will ve based on a width of 600 square meters, to protect the city 
from the sands, and will be planted with guava and mango trees, grape vines and 
date trees. This belt will be irrigated by well water. The future will also 
bring the new city an electricity station and two more. 


Engineer Muhammad Kamil Abu al-Futuh concluded by saying: The future appears 
to be very bright for this city. We were anxious that it be self-sufficient, 
to protect Cairo and the major cities against migration from the countryside. 
Therefore, what we are now contemplating is extending a metro or ra_lroad line 
between 10 Ramadan City and Cairo. This was mentioned in the plan, but it will 
be the last work that we will do, so as not to encourage Cairo or any other 
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city to encroach upon 10 Ramadan City. This would just contradict the purpose 
of building it. We hope that your tour of the city will convince everyone of 
the feasibility of creating new communities based on sound scientific planning. 
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God is great...from the heart of 10 Ramadan City 
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IRAN 


IRANIAN COMMERCE MINISTER DISCUSSES VISIT 
GFO081846 Zahedan Domestic Service in Persian 1330 GMT 8 Dec 82 


[Interview with Iranian Commerce Minister ‘Asgar-owladi, prior to his de- 
parture for Tehran on 7 December at Zahedan Airport--recorded ] 


[Excerpts] In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate, greetings 
to the Imam of the Ummah and our fighters at the war fronts. I greet all 
the brothers and sisters in Sistan Va Baluchestan Province and apologize 
for not being able to go everywhere, see all the things we must see and ac- 
complish all our duties, because of the shortage of time for the delegation. 


[Question] Mr ‘Asgar-owladi, please teil us which areas you toured in the 
province and what are your conclusions? 


[Answer] I have to say that the visit, which was an unforeseen gift due to 
my stopover on my way to Tehran, since we were forced to land here [as 
heard], I went to see the Afghan refugees. We met and talked with their 
ulema and a large number of the Afghan brothers. I should like to point out 
the commendable services our brothers are providing for our Afghan brothers 
and sisters. 


In th. presence of the respected governor general and Mr (Fayyaz), we thanked 
and commended the governor general for all the sacrifices that the brothers 
have made for the Afghan refugees and, God willing, there will be a chance to 
praise them. We also toured the floodways constructed according to an initi- 
ative of the governor general's office and with the work of engineers, tech- 
nicians and all those working hard in the province. They were very inter- 
esting since they channel the floodwaters away from the city. They also save 
the water and prepare the ground for planting. We also toured a seminary cur- 
rently under construction. [passage omitted] 


We discussed shortages of essential goods and food. Some of the problems can 
be solved here with the supervision of the governor general and cooperation of 
the brothers. There are other shortages which have to be alleviated from 
Tehran and [words indistinct]. [passage omitted] 


CSO: 4600/137 
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IRAN 


IRAN'S MUSAVI-TABRIZI VIEWS PROPERTY CONFISCATION 
GFO71123 Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 13 Nov 82 p 5 


[Report on interview with Chief Revolution Prosecutor Hojjat Ol-eslam 
Musavi-Tabrizi on the Bill for Confiscated Property--date and place not given] 


[Excerpts] The correct use of the property left behind by the idolatrous es- 
capees and stopping the illegal smuggling of money are the major aims of the 
bill on confiscated property. [passage omitted] 


In an interview, Hojjat Ol-eslam Musavi-Tabrizi, the chief revolution prosecu- 
tor, discussed the ways of implementing this bill. He said: From the point 
of view of the officials there are many vacant houses belonging to escapees 
which can be used by the oppressed in the society for schools, hospitals and 
so on. The gardens and empty houses of other escapees can be used by the 
production and industrial units and organizations. Even though some of the 
assets and property of these escapees are in the use by some organizations 

at the moment, the situation for most of this property has not been clarified. 
Officials say that after the final approval of the confiscated property bill 
and its implementation, the situation regarding the wealth of many of those 
who have left the country will become clear. [passage omitted] 


The people who left or ran away from Iran were those who had very strong con- 
nections to the regime of the Shah. They knew that afcer the fall of the Shah 
they would be tried and their wealth that was earned in an illegal way would 
be taken away from them. 


They also knew that they would be punished for crimes they committed and deals 
that they made. So they ran away because of their strong connections to the 
regime of the Shah. These people took as much of their wealth with them as 
they could or sold their belongings or sent them out of Iran illegally. Some 
things that they could not take out of Iran were left here and are still here. 
In addition to the people that I mentioned, there was another group of wealthy 
people who had established businesses with large sums of money that they got 
in many different ways; by loaning money, for example. Most of these ways 

of obtaining capital was harmful for our country. [passage omitted] 


The chief revolution prosecutor, referring to other groups of escapees said: 
There is a group of people guilty of corruption and other offenses who, after 
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the rise of the Islamic Republic felt this system was a prison for them and 
they could not stay in Iran without having a luxurious and sinful lifestyle. 
The lifestyles of these people could not be based on an Islamic way of life 
so they took some of their wealth with them and left the rest here. Another 
group included those who were openly attached to Savak, the American CIA, etc. 
Others included the members of armed minigroups like the hypocrites, 

Komeleh, and Democrats, some of whom have been arrested and punished and 
others who have run away to escape punishment. These people also sold some 
things and took the money with them, but they still have some possessions 
left here. The last group includes those who owe banks a great deal of money 
or earned their wealth in an illegal way. From the point of view of the 
courts these people should be investigated and their wealth should be taken 
away from them and made public property. These people include the criminals 
who have run away from the Islamic punishment and they should be punished 
financially. If they are innocent their wealth should be protected. [pas- 
sage omitted ] 


The revolution prosecutor's office, from the time of martyr Ayatollah 
Qoddusi, decided to check the wealth of the escapees to make sure that this 
public property will not be used by the wrong people. The chief revolution 
prosecutor said: If the possessions of these people include houses, they 
will be rented at the current market rate. This rent will be written down 

in the private files of the owners of the property. If these houses, shops 
or gardens need repairs, the repair work will be done and the cost will be 
written in the file in a disciplined manner. In relation to the owner him- 
self, we should say that when the investigation is finished, the file of that 
person will be sent to the court and if he is guilty, his wealth will be taken 
away from him. If the court learns that this person owes the bank or some 
people money, then these possessions will be sold to pay the creditors. If 
the court decides that the debt could be taken care of, it should be done. 

If the owner of the property comes back to the country, then all his wealth 
will be restored to him; even the rent collected will be returned. [passage 
omitted ] 


He said: An illegality that occurs here is that people who have fled the 
country will send a power of attorney in different ways to traitors here who 
sell the house at a lower price than the normal with illegal contracts and 
illegally send the money outside. In this way, the currency of the country 
is sent outside. [passage omitted] 


He noted: As it was mentioned, the bill for appointing the task of using the 
possession of the people who have fled Iran would clear up this problem. The 
advantages and disadvantages of this article were discussed in the Majlis. 
[passage omitted] 


He added: One of the problems that has been noticed about this bill is that 
the people who want to stay outside the country for personal reasons and who 
do not have anything to do with the revolution will be dealt with in the same 
way as the counterrevolutionaries and the escaped capitalists. Of course, 
this problem should be discussed in the second session very carefully because 
[slam has given the people the right to live whereever they want to live and 
this right should be respected. [passage omitted] 


CSO: 4600/137 
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TRAN 


IRAN CLANDESTINE--MUSLIM FIGURES CALL FOR BOYCOTTING ELECTIONS 
GFO081912 (Clandestine) Free Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1500 GMT 8 Dec 82 


[Excerpts] We start our newscast with the latest reports about the sham elec- 
tions of experts. On the eve of the sham elections of experts for (?reaf- 
firming) the regime of blood and murder of Khomeyni masses of Ulema, clergy- 
men, nationalist and struggling organizations and groups and Iranian societies 
faithful to the freedom in statements and declarations have called these elec- 
tions a contravention of the trve nature of Islam and of freedom and national 
rule and have declared participation in these elections as an act of support 
for the criminal and destructive acts of the antinationalist regime of mullahs 
and have condemned it. 


The leader of the European Shi'ites, for the second time, has issued a 
statement on condemnation and boycott of the sham elections of the Council 

of Experts. His holiness, Ayatollah Seyyed Mehdi Ruhani, the leader of 
Shi'ites in Europe, began his statement with the name of the Lord, the kind 
and forgiver. We went on to say: A number of the faithful in the country 
and abroad have asked for my political ruling [fatva-ye siasi] concerning the 
elections of the Council of Experts and have also inquired about the opinion 
of the sources of emulation and the reasons for the silence of some over the 
issue of the elections of the Council of Experts. [passage omitted] 


Under the current circumstances a vote for the Council of Experts is like a 
seal of approval for injustice, insecurity and murder. A vote for the Council 
of Experts is like approval of sins. A vote for the Council of Experts is 
like approving the rule of (?infidels). He then concluded: Therefore, in 

the opinion of this insignificant person, participation in such elections is 
definitely a sin and I therefore, advise the faithful and those who follow 

the Shi'ite sect of Islam to boycott the elections. This is because not only 
does the regime of Khomeyni not have religious or popular legality, but also 
it has portrayed Islam in today's world as ugly and the approval of such a 
government is in contravention of Islam. 


I wish to draw the attention of those asking about the silence of the sources 
of emulation in such sensitive circumstances to the following hadith: Woe 
onto those who are being obeyed for fear of their harshness. Woe unto those 
who have silenced people for fear of harsh treatment. [passage omitted] 
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Sheykh Mohammad ‘Osman Sarajoddin Naqshbandi, the leader of Naqshbandi sect 

in tran and all the Islamic countries of the world, currently living in Paris, 
in a declaration has also inwited the Iranian nation, irrespective of being 
Shi'ite or Sunni, to boycett the sinful act of participation in the elec- 
tions. 


The next of the declaration of the respected elder of Naqshbandiyeh began 
with the name of the Lord, the kind forgiver and the memory of the glorious 
prophet of Islam and thwin went on to say: This insignificant person, on the 
basis of my religious duty and because of my conscience feel it necessary to 


issue my opinion clear!].y fwr all Muslims of Iran and especially the Sunnis 
and followers of Naqshbadiveh. I, not only consider the participation of 

these elections wron ac cooperation in this respect sinful and an insult 
to the (?saints) and thws prohibit it, but also invite all the Sunni Ulema 


to aid all the true jaituiul clergymen, the J'afari scholars, in this sen- 
sitive time and protect ‘he holy boundaries of Islam which the current rulers 
of the Iranian Governmem!: have made the toy of their own personal goals, 
desires and grudges, in « wnited manner and by boycotting these elections 
which have innumeralle comesequences and ask the Muslim people of Iran, be 
they Sunni or Shi'ite, mot to participate in this harmful and sinful act and 


thus, carry out their mationalist and religious duty. [passage omitted] 

The Free Voice of Ir inwirtes the attention of our compatriots in Sistan Va 
Baluchestan, Kerman, /|‘hwrasan Provinces and especially the centers in 
Gonabad to the declariition of Sheykh Osman, the elder of the Naqshbandiyeh 
sect, who has called himsel! "insignificant" and has boycotted the Council of 


Experts" elections. 


CSO: 4600/137 
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IRAN 


CLANDESTINE RADIO ON IRANIAN FRAUD ATTEMPT IN PARIS 
GFO31847 (Clandestine) Radio Iran in Persian to Iran 1330 GMT 3 Dec 82 


[text] The offspring of four so-called ayatollahs of Khomeyni's regime 
brought fresh shame on themselves when, 3 days ago, they were arrested on 
charges of fraud in the use of metro tickets in Paris. 


These four persons are members of a govenment delegation and were sent by the 
Islamic Republic's government last week to negotiate the procurement of the 
necessary equipment for the Iranian power station. All of them are sons of 
mullahs who sport titles of ayatollah and who have gained power in the 
Islamic Republic regime. Their names are Dr Borsi, the leader of the dele- 
gation; Ranjbar, the deputy chief; Mir Baqeri and Kani, who is presumably the 
son of Mullah Mahdavi-Kani. Three days ago the chief of the delegation and 
his deputy, Ranjbar, entered the Paris Metro with only one ticket among 
themselves--which proves the honesty of Khomeyni's regime--when every pas- 
senger should have his own ticket. 


The ticket-checker of the Metro sensed their fraudulent intentions and fined 
them 140 francs on charges of misusing a 3-franc ticket. The members began 
to bicker and pretest and criticized the 140-franc fine. Following this, 
the Metro ticket-checker not only extracted the fine from them, he also 
dealt them a verbal blow saying: Thank God that in this country the penalty 
for such dishonesty is only payment of 140 francs. If you had done this in 
Iran you would have had your hands cut off. 


CSO: 4600/137 
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IRAN 


IRAN CLANDESTINE ON ELECTION BOYCOTT CALL 
GF051600 (Clandestine) Sada-ye Iran Radio in Persian 1930 GMT 4 Dec 82 


[Text] Dear Listeners. As we told you at the beginning of the news, the 
National Resistance Movement of Iran has condemned participation in the 
elections for the Council of Experts and in this connection has issued a 
statement which we will now read: 


The Iranian nation for some time now the regime of raffain mullahs, who are 
sensing the nearness of death of their criminal and murderous leader 
Ayatoliah Khomeyni, and in order to thwart their own destruction, want to 
play for a second time the election game--this time for the so-called Council 
of Experts to secure a successor or successors to Khomeyni. 


In this shameful game they are not only making fools of the ravished Iranian 
nation but are trying to make the people the instruments of their evil do- 
ings. They are also trying to get the people to accept the office of 
Velayat-e Faqih permanently. 


Certain groups among these hated and notorious [words indistinct] are follow- 
ing a ques. that would allow all the evil paraphanalia and symbolism which 
Ruhollah Khomeyni has built on the blood of the Iranian people and the noble 
and the struggling Iranians to fall into their laps. They want to stay and 
continue unhindered and unchecked their murders, executions, and aggressions 
against the lives, honor, and property of the Iranian people. 


The fact is that the Iranian nation is against this very doctrine and the 

basis of the Velavat-e Faqih which by its very nature is contradictory to 

the self-rule and national self-determination of the Iranian nation. The 

national struggle is in fact against this very same basic and anti-freedom 
doctrine. 


The National Resistance Movement of Iran, in view of this majority view of 
the nation which favors the destruction of the office of the Velayat-e Faqih 
and the mullah dictatorship strongly advises nonparticipation in these so- 
called elections. We call upon the [ranian nation to manuflly resist all 
the pressures and threats that come from this group of murderers and not 
take part in these elections at any cost. 











Let the murderous professional supporters iid the ruffian henchmen of 
Khomeyni carry out this funny show on the _r own and the world will then 

know that the noble Iranian nation has boycotted and has continued its strug- 
gle against these murders and plunderers. an will never die. 


[Signed] The National Resistance Movement of Iran. 











IRAN 


PLAN FOR SUPREME INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL ANNOUNCED 
Theran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 1 Nov 82 p 2 


[Text] Several bills were discussed and studied in yesterday's open session of 
the Majlis, which convened with the recitation of verses from the glorious Koran 
and was chaired by Hashemi Rafsanjani. 


The first pre-agenda speaker in yesterday's open session was Rajab'‘ali Taheri, 
Kazerun representative. He stressed the continuation of the battle with the 
Ba'thist aggressors until the achievement of final victory, and said: The con- 
tinuation of the war is a religiously ordained, divine obiigation. It must be 
continued until Saddam falls. Islam's martyr-nourishing people must prepare 
themselves for a lengthy war because Islam's enemy is not solely Saddam but also 
his supporters, the United States, the Soviet Union and all their satellites. 
The speaker then pointed to the country's economic situation, and said: What is 
intolerable for Iran's Muslim people is unfair distribution. He then enumerated 
undesirable instances of distribution of goods needed by the people, and said: 
The people are discontent because the blundering policies of the Economic Mobil- 
ization have brought about false consumption, the waste of time and energy and 
many other problems and difficulties. He also pointed to difficulties that Y 
have appeared due to the adoption of blundering economic policies. In order to 

improve the country's economic affairs, he proposed to the government actions - 
such as the dissolution of the Economic Mobilization Staff, governmental super- 

vision over production, distribution and consumption, the dissolution of super- 

fluous ministerial sections, and support for capital investment and the private 

sector. 


Mohammad Hadi Borumand, Borujerd representative, was another speaker in yester- 
day's open session. He pointed to the problem of concentration in Tehran. He 
deemed that the crowding of people from the cities and villages to Tehran arose 
from the shutdcwn of agriculture, the expansion of western culture, the estab- 
lishment of welfare centers, the existence of various ministries and government- 
al and private companies, and health facilities, and said: In order to provide 
welfare for Tehran's people, extravagant sums from the Treasury budget ire spent, 
meaning money from the wages of farmers, workers and the deprived people of re- 


mote points. Since the basis of Islamic government is planted on equity and 
justice, it must be considered whether or not the continuation of such an ap- 
proach is legal and logical. Inu this connection, what we see is an attempt to 


decrease Tehran's population and to encourage people to reside in other cities. 





But this time it wil] not succeed if the present resources and special character- 
istics are maintained. Minor expedients and small changes such as the transfer 
of factories outside the city, or not giving housing loans to employees resid- 
ing in Tehran and encouraging them to transfer to other cities will not loosen 
the knot of Tehran's continually increasing population. However, the existing 
resources will be moved by transferring ministries to various provinces and 
cities while taking native abilities and geographical position into considera- 
tion. Furthermore, since under Islamic government governmental organizations 
must be administered independently of particular individuals, and each should 
have a fixed policy and a well-organized, long-range plan, it is thus hoped that 
by adopting a proper, decisive policy and having the absolute authority of the 
Islamic government, the goal and plan of all the country's administrative or- 
gans can be further clarified, so that moving them does not create any gaps. 


He added: Provincial centers must also be included in the transfer plan, be- 
cause it is not logical for all the head offices and welfare and material re- 
sources to be provided in the provincial centers while other cities are faced 
with deprivation and shortage. In addition to the fact that this is essential 
from the standpoint of obeying Islamic justice and equity, it will also have 
desirable effects from the social angle. At the end of his speech the speaker 
enumerated the needs of his election district. 


Mohammad Hoseyn Anzabi, Tabriz representative, was the last speaker in yester- 
day's session. During his speech he recalled the victory of Islam's forces 
during the prophet's campaigns, and pointing to the victories of Islam's war- 
riors on the fronts, said: Iran's Islamic revolution is confronting the total- 
itv of world blasphemy and arrogance and its supporters. The infidels who feel 
threatened by their imminent fall have resisted this revolution with all their 
power. However, they cannot comprehend that the Iranian Muslim nation which 
arose with firm will and decision will never quietly subside. Pointing to the 
role of the Moharram month in the Bloody Sword victory, he said: Iran's revolu- 
tion of Hosseyn's Karbala’ has been watered with the blood of thousands of young 
followers, and advances every day. God willing, it will lay the groundwork for 
the Second Coming of the Hidden Imam. In another portion of his speech the 
speaker enumerated the moral qualities, pleasing ittributes and valuable ser- 
vices of the martyred Ayatollah Judge Tabataba'i. In conclusion he asked exec- 
utive officials to study the needs of his election district. 


Following the pre-agenda speeches and the reading of representatives’ notes by 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, the Majlis took up the agenda. A report of the second meet- 
ing of the joint committees of petroleum, industries and mines, and administra- 
tive and employment affairs concerning the formation of a Supreue Industrial 
Council was read by a industries and mines committee reporter. Following discus- 
sion and examination of its articles, and study of improvements suggested by the 
representatives and the explanations of the minister of industries, the follow- 
ing plan was approved: 


Article 1: A Supreme Industrial Council will be formed in order to maintain co- 
ordination between the country's official industrial bodies, properly utilize 
all industrial and mining capacities and related manpower, and plan for the 
country's industrial expansion. 
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Article 2: Duties and Powers: 1 - Composing guidelines and an overall pollcy 
for the industrial and mining sector, determining priorities, and presenting 
these items to the Majlis for approval in observance of Principle 74 of the 
Constitution; 2 - Preparing short-term, middle-term and long-term industrial 

and mining plans on the basis of guidelines approved by the Majl‘s, and supet~ 
vising the implementation of the plans; 3 - Making a decision with respect to 
creating a center or centers for information and research by concerned execu- 
tive organs. The center would collect and analyze statistics relating to man- 
power, capital investment, machinery, raw materials, industrial capacity, min- 
eral reserves, industrial and mining production, etc.; 4 - Composing an indus- 
trial ownership plan, and presenting it to the Majlis for approval in observance 
of Article 74 of the Constitution; 5 - Studying and making a decision concerning 
credit and currency policies in the industrial and mining sector in the frame- 
work of the government's undertakings and general policies. 


Article 3 - Members comprising the Supreme Industrial Council are as follows: 
1 - Prime Minister; 2 - Minister of Industries; 3 - Minister of Heavy Industries: 
4 - Minister of Mines and Metals; 5 - Minister of Petroleum; 6 - Minister for 
Executive Affairs and Chief of the Plan and Budget Organization; 7 —- Deputy Min- 
ister of Defense for National Defense Industries Affairs; 8 - Acting Director of 
the Industry and Mines Bank. 


Note 1 - The Plan and Budget Organization will hold responsibility as the secre- 
tariat of the aforementioned council. 


Note 2 - Within two months of the date of approval of this law by the Majlis, 
executive regulations relating to the limits of the duties and powers of the 
Supreme Industrial Council, the nature of its relations with industrial and min- 
ing bodies, the economic council and the cabinet must be prepared and submitted 
for approval to the cabinet. 


Note 3 - The council is obliged to convene at least once every 15 days. 


Article 4 - Decisions taken by the Supreme Industrial Council within the bounds 
of its duties and pwoers aforementioned in this law must be implemented by all 
bodies. 


Article 5 - The council's expenses will be paid out of the credits approved for 
the concerned executive organs in the overall national budget, and no extra 
credits whatsoever for the formation of the Supreme Industrial Council will be 
provided. 


Article 6 - Within 6 months of the approval date of this law, the Supreme Indus- 
trial Council is obligated to propose guidelines and an overall policy for the 
country's industrial and mining system, and to submit it to the Majlis for ap- 
proval in observance of Article 74 of the Constitution. 


Then a report on the first meeting of the Education, Research, Higher Education 
and Health Committees was read by a reporter from the Education, Research and 
Higher Education Committee. The meeting concerned attaching a note as Note No 2 
to Article 3 of the Reform Law for Services Outside of Medical, Dental and Phar- 
maceutical Centers. After speeches by representatives favoring and opposed, the 
note was approved in its entirety. 
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As yesterday's open session continued, a report on the first meeting of the 
Domestic Affairs and Plan and Budget Committees was read. The meeting concerned 
a bill permitting some of the Mayors' Offices in the war zones to prepare and 
get approval of their yearly budget without observing the limit stipulated in 
Article 68 of the Mayoralties Law. Following speeches by representatives pro 
and con, the entirety of the bill was approved. 


In yesterday's open session, a statement signed by a great number of the repre- 
sentatives relating to the occupation of the spy nest by the Students Following 
the Imam's Line was read. In this statement the Majlis representatives, on the 
occasion of the anniversary of this historic event, congratulated the great 

imam and the martyr-nourishing Iranian nation, acknowledged their gratitude to 
the Muslim students following the line of the Iranian nation's imam, and summon- 
ed the mass media to give the most splendid commemoration possible of 3 November. 


At the end of yesterday's open session, Seyyed Reza' Zavareh'i, Tehran represen- 
tative, submitted a question to the minister of agriculture concerning the quick- 
yield, job-creating provincial production agriculture plans, and submitted an- 
other question to the minister cf energy concerning the irrigation plan for Var- 
amin and Garmsar and the cause of its delayed implementation. Yesterday's open 
session ended at 1215, and the next open session will convene tomorrow. 


9597 
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LRAN 


"NVOL' ASSAILS U.S. MILITARY EXERCISES IN OMAN 


TAO72035 (Clandestine) National Voice of Iran in Persian to Iran 1730 GMT 
7 Dec 82 


[Unattributed commentary: "The Pentagon's Dangerous Maneuvers" |] 


[Text] Dear Compatriots: The U.S. Rapid Deployment Forces have started ex- 
tensive maneuvers in Oman. More than 2,500 U.S. soldiers and officers are 
participating in this maneuver, and B-52 strategic bombers, combat aircraft, 
special landing craft and U.S. naval forces in the Persian Gulf, including 
the nuclear aircraft carrier Enterprise are being used. Also, aircraft of 
the AWACS type are participating in this maneuver. 


This military maneuver is taking place under the code name "Jade Tiger" and 
the Americans claim that these maneuvers are necessary so that Arab reaction- 
ary governments will be assured that America is constantly ready to assist 
them should a foreign threat arise; that is, aggression by the Soviet Union. 


However, this claim is by no means compatible with reality. The aim of these 
maneuvers is to mislead public opinion in the nations of the countries of the 
Persian Gulf region. Washington is intentionally creating a clamor about so- 
called threats by the Soviet Union in order to make dependent Arab regimes 
more dependent on it. The fact is that the aforementioned maneuver is a major 
facet of U.S. policy for supporting reactionary regimes in the face of inter- 
nal uprisings, for struggle against the region's progressive forces and 
against our nation's glorious revolution which culminated in the overthrow 

of the annihilated Shah's regime, as a result of which America lost its 
biggest military base. Moreover, the aim of U.S. statesmen is to maintain 
the West's domination over the Western resources of Arab countries, particu- 
larly in the Persian Gulf, at any cost, even through the region's military 
occupation. 


In general, the aims of U.S. military maneuvers in Oman consist firstly of 
studying the capability of U.S. armed forces in the sensitive and strategic 
region of the Persian Gulf; and secondly, the Reagin administration wants to 
demonstrate once more that America is determined to send its armed forces 
thousands of kilometers from its shores under the fictitious pretext of safe- 
guarding so-called vital U.S. int«rests. 
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The statement by Mr Musavi, our country's pcime minister, is just when he said: 
The aim of U.S.-Omani maneuvers is to prepare U.S. aggressive forces for direct 
military intervention. It is in order to achieve this military intervention 
that the Rapid Deployment Forces were formed which are currently participat- 
ing in these maneuvers. These forces will be reinforced by two U.S. army 
divisions, one of which is the marine division together with its air power, 
including combat aircraft. Three giant aircraft carriers along with others 
from the U.S. war armada, are constantly present in the Persian Gulf region. 

At present, these forces have obtained permission to use bases in Oman, 
Somalia, Kenya and Egypt. Should a so-called great crisis arise, America 

will also use the territory of Saudi Arabia, Israel and Turkey. In addi- 

tion to this, Washington has embarked on forming other different military 
forces to carry out special »lans on a smaller scale, but more powerful from 
the point of view of subversive activities. 


The aim of these forces is to support pro-Western regimes, and at the same 
time to destabilize the position of governments that endanger America's 
plundering interests. The formation and equipping of such an aggressive 
army, equipped with the most modern weapons, and the conduct of maneuvers 
by such an army seriously exposes the security of the nations of our region 
to danger. The danger of world-devouring America must not be forgotten 
even for one moment, for the primary aim of all U.S. plots and ploys is to 
confront our nation's glorious revolution. 


cso: 4600/137 
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IRAN 


IRANIAN MINISTER FORECASTS INDUSTRIAL EXPORTS 'NEXT YEAR’ 
LD291026 Tehran IRNA in English 0930 GMT 29 Nov 82 


[Text] Tehran, 29 Nov (IRNA)--Minister of Heavy Industries % !:zad Nabavi 
today declared that Iran is ready to export industrial goods from next 
year. 


Nabavi said export of the industrial goods will start by Iran during the 
fourth year of the success of the Islamic revolution to be started on 
12 February 1983. 


The Iranian minister was talking to the visiting Bulgarian delegation headed 
by Deputy Prime Minister Andrey Lukanov, who called on him today to discuss 
bilateral relations in various fields. 


Nabvi said Iran is ready to have trade exchanges for the industrial goods 
with Muslim, Third World and non-aligned countries. 


The Bulgarian deputy prime minister while emphasizing on further expansion 

of reciprocal ties expressed readiness of his country to purchase the Iranian 
industrial goods. 

As a result of the meeting, it was decided that a joint committee of the two 


countries will meet in two months' time to underline the results of the cur- 
rent talks for further expansion of bilateral relations in diversified ways. 


CSO: 4600/137 
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IRAN 


TRANIAN MINISTER VIEWS AGRICULTURAL SITUATION 
GF080806 Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 17 Nov 82 p 4 


[Report on "exclusive" interview with Minister of Agriculture and Rural De- 
velopment Engineer Mohammad Salamati by Shahr-e Kord correspondent--date and 
place not given] 


[Excerpts] Mr Salamati, accompanied by Dr Manafi, the minister of health; 
Engineer Gonabadi, the minister of housing and urban developmeut and Hojjat 
Ol-eslam Darri Najafabadi, the Majlis representative of (Ardal) tour2d Shahr-e 
Kord to see the problems of the province of Chahar Mahal Va Bakhtiari. In 
answer to our reporter's question about plans for improving and increasing 

the farming and animal husbandry situation of the country, Engineer Salamati 
said: We will follow the 19th plan of the Imam Article and its politics. 

We want to bring back the traditional animal husbandry so that our villagers 
will be able to use the resources available in their villages once again. 

In this way they would have meat-and-milk producing animals. By using this 
plan we have distributed chickens in the places where the weather is good and 
this has ended the import of eggs from the cities. These villages are export- 
ing eggs to the cities instead. We have already distributed cows in some 
villages and we will send more in order to develop the traditional animal 
husbandry. In general, we have developed a 10-year plan and some goals of 
this plan have already been decided and recognized. In order to follow this 
10-vear plan, a 5-year plan has been designed that is going to start next year. 
I think we can reach our goals and become self-sufficient. 


Regarding the problems and shortcomings of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Rural Development he said: Unfortunately there are lots of shortcomings. 

We do not have enough personnel and equipment. All over the country we are 
faced with the problems of water shortages and responsible technicians who 

will work in accordance with the faith. Of course, we have a few technicians 
who are responsible and loyal, and they are working very hard. For example, we 
can see that in Chahar Mahal Va Bakhtiari Province the work is done with great 
speed but one of the problems of the society concerns farming because the 
majority of the people are farmers and they were wounded badly during the pre- 
vious regime. 


Another question concerned how he sees the situation of production and distri- 


bution of agricultural products after the revolution? "Has our country reached 
self-sufficiency or not?" The minister of agriculture said: We still have a 
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lony way to go to achieve self-sufficiency, even though in some areas we have 
reached the point of exporting some goods. [passage omitted] In relation to 
production growth, thank God, it has increased year after year after the 
revolution, particularly wheat production, but we are still not self-suffi- 
cient in the production of wheat, rice and vegetables. However, our produc= 
tion has increased in comparison to last year and the year before. We should 
try and hopefully in the near future we will become self-sufficient in some 
areas of production and we might even be able to export some products. This 
10!year plan is designed to make our country self-sufficient. We will not 
need the outside world food anymore. Food is very impo rtant and we should 
not be attached to the heathens and infidels. If we rely on them, whenever 
we are in the fronts of right against wrong or engaged in a political, martial 
or ideological battle that they cannot win, they will use food as a weapon 
against us. So we should become self-sufficient and our future plan is for 
self-sufficiency. [passage omitted] 


The minister of agricuture then asked the officials of all the revolutionary 
organizations and offices to give as much aid as they can to the farmers and 
to respect them because they are the capital of our country. They should 
encourage the farmers to produce more and make the country self-sufficient. 

As we know, the Imam of the nation has given a great deal of attention to this 
class of people. 


CSO: 4600/137 
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TEHRAN ARABIC DENOUNCES U.S. EXERCISES IN OMAN 
GFO70535 Tehran International Service in Arabic 1750 GMT 6 Dec 82 
|Unattributed commentary | 


[Text] Washington sleeps and drames of gulf waters. It sleeps and dreams 
of oil wells, military bases and with U.S. troops who will guard the coasts 
rich in life-nerves. Between Washington and the guif region there are 
thousands of kilometers. However, distance was not an obstacle in the way 
of concentrating most of its interest in the waters of the Persian Gulf. 
Long distance did not preclude sending armed U.S. forces to Oman to carry 
out the joint military exercises, nor did this prevent the formation of 
special forces to guard this strategic region and the establishment of mili- 
tary bases and control and monitoring spots. 


The question is: Why this clear U.S. interest in the gulf region? The an- 
swer is known by everyone living in the region who sees oil flowing to the 
West and sees also the struggle becween people and regime and other things 
which will be mentioned later. 


The gulf is the door through which industrialized countries can enjoy an 
affluent life. Eighty percent of the world's oil reserves are located there 
and the gulf fulfills more than this percentage of imperialist countries’ 
needs. The Persian Gulf is not only rich in oil but also in Islamic move- 
ments and revolutions; on its coast live an oppressed people who cannot get 
a mouthful of food at a time when they sleep on a sea of wealth. This state 
moved them to seek every legal means to confirm their rights in this life 
and in this wealth. 


Near the gulf region lie areas of tension. A few kilometers away there is 

the aggressive war which has been imposed by the ruling regime in Baghdad 
against the Islamic Republic. Close by, to the east, Afghanistan has wit- 
nessed an ugly Soviet occupation and its land--mountains and plains-~—have 
become one of the world's tense regions. To the west, there is the Israeli 
aggression against Islamic peoples. There, there is a land which was force- 
fully occupied and its people were expelled by force. There is also the [word 
indistinct] Lebanon of blood and revolution. 
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These are the strategic dimensions of the region which made the U.S. fleets 
cruise in it and approach it slowly in order to achieve their goals. They 
selected Oman as a land on which to establish bases and carry out exercises 
because it is the doorway to warm waters and because it is the passage to 
oil wells, wealth and life-nerves. Washington dreamed of Oman as a colony 
and a land to carry out its plots against the people. At last, it decided 
to establish underground bases to guard this strategic passage, which is 
called the Strait of Hormuz. After that, it does not matter that these 
bases were allocated $300 million. 


There are some things which make the United States believe that it cannot 
live without the gulf region and cannot get gulf oil without U.S. camps and 
imperialist forces because revolutions lie on the coast of the gulf and in it 
there are revolutionaries who threaten U.S. interests with extinction and who 
determine the fate of this important region through their struggle. 


The lesson which Washington learned from the Islamic Republic, after wealth 
moved into the people's hands, is that the flow of oil cannot be ensured 
without stiffling revolutions and exterminating revolutionaries who are not 
[word indistinct] and whose continuous life cannot be ended. 


Because of the firm conviction that Islam is the only threat to imperialist 
interests, Washington and its allies rushed to block the way in the face of 
the expansion of Islam, thinking that oppression, terrorism and (?multilation) 
will prevent the victory of the Islamic faith and stop the spread of the 
Islamic revolution in the region. All ideas and efforts--which aimed at 
eliminating the traces of true Islam in the region and replacing it with a 
forged Islam far removed from [word indistinct] and the (?true spirit of 
Islam)--came to nothing. 


Attempts by rulers and regimes to distort the true image of Islam failed. 
They were disgracefully defeated and Islam became the master of the situ- 


ation because it ruled hearts before bodies and thus, its light shone all 
over the region heralding a happy day for the oppressed, God willing. 


CSO: 4600/137 
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IRAN 


"VOICE OF IRAN’ ON REGIONAL POLICIES 
CF051430 London VOICE OF IRAN in English Oct/Nov 82 p 2 
[Editorial: "The Continuing Crisis in Iran: A Superpower Perspective" | 


[Excerpts] The world's need for oil has made the states of the Persian Gulf, 
including Iran, central to the iife of all nations in such a way that the 
region cannot remain apa:t from the shifts and storms of world politics, in- 
cluding the military balance and the political competition of the superpowers. 


The process of detente during the 1970's brought significant changes in the 
world scene resulting in a lowering of tension in Europe, a series of negoti- 
ations and agreements looking toward the stabilization of the strategic arms 
balance, and an increase in trade and scientific cooperation between East and 
West, the United States and the Soviet Union, at the height of their cordial 
relations, accepted some general principles of international conduct and 
agreed to consulc vhen situations dangerous to peace arose, Yet detente, ex- 
cept in the elementary sense of interest in various parts of the world, and 
postrevolution Iran has been no exception. 


For this reason the overriding American concern has been the continued avail- 
ability of Persian Gulf oil on bearable terms to the main consumers in Europe, 
Japan and North America. This is primarily an economic interest, stemming 
from the need of these industrialized, trading societies to keep their peace- 
time economies going. This aspect is now so overwhelming that in comparison, 
the military-strategic role of oil, so important in two world wars and later 
in policy planning, has become of relatively minor importance. 


Since the rise of OPEC and the consequent shift in the oil-producing countries' 
bargaining power vis-a-vis the major international oil companies, the role of 
the U.S. Government also underwent a major transition. [passage omitted ] 


Despite the Iranian revolution and the emergence of hostile relations between 
Iran and the U.S. since 1979, American policy in the reion has followed more 
or less the same pattern with only one change, that being the non-inclusion of 
Iran in any planning. Thus from a political or ideological dimension, the U.S. 
continues with its desire to maintain the current status quo in the region, 
though as a consequence of its disastrous experience in Iran it seldom expres- 
ses a desire for gradual political reform. 
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From a diplomatic or military dimension, support for indigenous regional col- 
lective security efforts to provide stability and to foster orderly develop- 
ment without outside interference, such as the formation of the Gulf Security 
Council, has been in conformity with long stated American views, though a 
desire for the peaceful resolution of territorial and other disp: tes among 
the regional states and the opening up of better channels of communications 
among them has unfortunately not materialized, as best demonstrated by the 
continuation of hostilities in the Gulf war. However, continued access to 
Gulf oil supplies at increasingly more reasonable prices and in sufficient 
quantities to meet U.S. needs and those of its allies has been secured, as 
has indeed the enhancement of American commercial and fine cial interests in 
the region (E. G. Bechtel in Saudi Arabia). 


Finally, despite the emergence of Khomeyni, the basic feature of U.S. secur- 
ity interests in the region have remained unaltered; these essentially being 
the containment of Soviet military power within its accepted perimeters; ac- 
cess to Persian Gulf oil and, finally, continued free movement of U.S. ships 
and aircraft into and out of the area. (Soviet invasion of Afghanistan is 
viewed as a further extention and enhancement of the Soviet position in a 
country which was essentially part of the. Soviet zone of influence for the last 
20 years.) 


On the other hand, the Soviet Union has hitherto never had an urgent or secur- 
ity need to press for access to Persian Gulf oil. It can, of course, use some, 
as can its client states in Europe, but its vital interests have never been 

at stake. Furthermore, being aware of the importance which the oil trade 

with the West holds for the producing countries, the Soviets know that at- 
tempts to control, disrupt or shift off that trade would risk the alienation 
of those countries and loss of influence in that region, and most likely in 
the third world. The Soviet Union is also fully aware of the extreme sensi- 
tivity of the United States on the subject of vital supplies of energy, and 
consequently it wishes to avoid moves that would provoke the Americans to 
drastic action, either in the Middle East or against Soviet interests else- 
where (e.g., Poland), Nonetheless, the emergence of Khomeyni has awarded the 
Soviet Union certain options not previously possible. The re-emergence of the 
Tudeh Party in Iran, and the activities of radical leftist organizations such 
as the Mojahedin-e Khalq guerrilla organization in the post-Shah Iran, where 
both were granted absolute freedom of movement and communication, etc., for at 
least 2 years, in an atmosphere where any pro-Western voice was immediately 
silenced, have been consistent with long-held Soviet policies which have been 
cautious, non-provocative and, in a detached way, aimed at securing long-term 
economic and political gains in the region. Meanwhile, Western support for 
democratic organizations have been virtually non-existent. [passage omitted] 


Compared to Iraq, where Soviet agreements in the past provided for the sale 

of Soviet weapons and spare parts, in addition to Soviet equipment and techni- 
cal aid in the production of Iraqi oil and for payment of the Soviet advice, 
goods and services to be made in the form of actual shipments of oil, the 
degree of Soviet penetration in Iran has been less. 
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T> some in the West, this development or ack of development has substanti- 
ated their inaction and exacerbated their feelings of complacency, despite the 
actual loss of both economic and political influence in Iran. Indeed, all too 
often, the underlying ambition held by Russia since the time of Peter the Great 
and renewed once again during secret talks that took place between the Soviet 
Union and Nazi Germany in 1939, aimed at creating an outlet to the sea in the 
general direction of the Persian Gulf is also brushed aside, despite recent 
reports confirming Soviet steps taken towards the fulfillment of the same 

goal in occupied Afghanistan (building of new air base in southern Afghanistan). 
Prior to the revolution in Iran, aspirations of this nature prompted the 
Soviets to indirectly sponsor subversive activities in the region. 


The Dhofar rebellion in Oman is a good example at hand. Since the advent of 
Khomeyni, whether directly involved or not, the course of developments has 
been along directions usually attributed to them. The surge of separatist 
movements aimed at destroying the country's territorial integrity; the visible 
presence and effectiveness of the Tudeh Party, which according to ex-Khomeyni 
protege, Sadeq Qotbzadeh, spent approximately 5 million dollars a week in 
Theran to support its aims, and finally the enormous initial popular appeal 

of groups having more or less similar ideological aspirations, characterized 
by staunch Marxism coupled with anti-Americanism (such as the Mojahedin-e 
Khalq guerrilla organization) and finally the creation of a pro-Moscow wing 

in the ruling government organization, are but a few. It should be noted 

that during the course of these developments not only have the positions of 
Western states been undermined in Iran, but so has that of any Iranian demo- 
cratic and nationalist movement, partly due to the fact that they have not re- 
ceived any form of public support or encouragement along the lines given for 
example to solidarity in Poland through Western societies and media. 


According to one critic, superpower action in the region since 1979 can be 
analyzed as follows: "While the United States and its Western allies stood 
still and watched the destruction of their natural constituencies in Iran 
which numbered in the millions, the Soviet Union acted in a decisive manner 

to protect its natural constituency in Afghanistan which may not have numbered 
even a handfull." 


CSO: 4600/137 
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"VOICE OF IRAN' REVIEWS NATIONAL ECONOMY 
GF051620 London VOICE OF IRAN in English Oct/Nov 82 p 5 


[Text] While residing in Paria a reporter asked Mr Khomeyni about his pro- 
gramme for curing the ills of the economy, he replied that corrupt officials 
were the only problem. One wonders what the answer would be now that, under 
his personal rule, the economy is suffering from terminal cancer. 


Khomeyni's regime has no coherent policies. Instead it relies on rhetoric 
and half-baked measures to manage the economy. An early and severe blow 
was dealt to the economy by Mr Bani-Sadr. Bani Sadr's rashly-implemented 
and confused "Islamic economy" would have been difficult to recover from 
under any circumstances, but the extreme incompetence of his successors has 
made matters worse. 


The outcome of three years of mismanagement and corruption are: chronic 
shortages of food; hyperinflation; high unemployment; negative rate of growth; 
falling manufacturing output; high rate of bankruptcies; lack of investment; 
falling national product; lack of confidence; shortages of most basic goods; 
and a flourishing black market, controlled by the mullahs. In short, the 
economy is in rapid decline and the people suffering most are the poor and 
needy. 


Figures published by the Markazi Bank of Iran will give some idea of what is 
happening. The general price index for the years 1979 and 1980 on average 
rose by 32 percent and food prices rose by 37 percent. These figures were 
computed from official prices. No general price index has been published for 
the past two years. However, it is estimated that inflation rate is in ex- 
cess of 50 percent per annum. 


Most basic foods and goods are rationed, travellers from Iran report the 
formation of queues as early as 4 a.m. for rationed items. However, due to 

an inefficient and corrupt system of distribution, demand frequently exceeds 
supply. At the same time items such as meat, poultry and dairy products are 
sold openly in the black market at several times the official price. Food 
prices, based on black market values, have risen by at least 400 percent since 
1978. 
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There are no official registers of unemployment, but various offictal estIi- 
mates put unemployment level at around 4 ~illion. In percentage terms, 30 
percent of the workforce is unemployed The disease of unemployment has af- 
fected all classes. But, the hardest hit are the semiskilled and unskilled 
manual workers. Unemployment benefit is rare, and the out-of-work labourer 
has to rely on handouts from family or friends. The standard of living 


for these people has dropped below the poverty line. 


The income of those lucky enough to have a job has also fallen sharply. There 
are two basic reasons for this fall: 


1) The government effectively operates an incomes policy; 


2) The abolition of fringe benefits and overtime which constituted a large 
part of the pay packet. 


The high inflation rate, unacceptable levels of unemployment and the drop in 
the levels of income have combined to render living conditions miserable. 
There are no public opinion polls, but information received from inside Iran 
and interviews with travellers to the West indicates massive dissatisfaction 
with Khomeyni and his government. Tre loss of confidence in the regime's 
ability to conduct a sensible economic policy is not restricted to the pro- 
fessional classes. Economic decline and hyperinflation have hit all sections 
of the society and left them disillusioned with the promise of a higher stan- 
dard of living and an equitable share of the wealth. What is more, they have 
noticed that wealth is being increasingly concentrated in the hands of the 
new ruling classes. The government's unpopularity is not solely due to the 
erosion of living standards, fear and uncertainty are other facets of the 
Islamic republic and affects people of all classes. 


A great deal of discontent is, however, the result of an unhealthy economy. 
The main reasons for this malaise are: lack of a coherent policy; purge of 
technocrats capable of running the economy (there are between 2 to 3 million 
Iranian refugees, mostly from the professional classes); widespread and ir- 
responsible nationalisation of land and manufacturing units; lack of law and 
order discouraging economic activities and investment; widespread corruption 
among the ruling mullahs. 


The outcome can be seen in the adverse effects on the national economy. The 
gross domestic product [GDP] fell in real terms by 30 percent in 1979 as com- 
pared to 1978. (The GDP in 1973 prices were 3,340 and 2,844 billion rials 
for the financial years 1978 and 1979 respectively.) The goverment has not 
published the levels of GDP for subsequent periods. But it is estimated that 
the GDP was approximately 2,200 billion rials for the last financial year. 

In the following two sections, the factors contributing to the sharp fall in 
CDP are discussed. For this purpose the contributing factors are divided 
into two broad categories: agriculture and industry. 


103 











Agriculture: The table below shows the level of output for wheat, cotton, 
Sugar cane and soya beans for the year 1976 and the latest published statis- 








tics. 
Latest Level of 
1976 Statistics Changes 
Wheat 5,500 4,400 -20 percent 
Cotton 557 160 -76 percent 
Sugar cane 1,700 800 -53 percent 
Soya beans 113 40 -65 percent 


As is ovident, the levels of output for the items listed have fallen drasti- 
cally. This pattern is repeated for all gain and other land-based agricultural 
products. There are no reliable statistics for the output of meat and dairy 
products. However, widespread shortages speak for tnemselves. The fall in 
agricultural products has led to a sharp increase in levels of import. For 
example, the importation of meat has increased from 254,000 tons in 1980 to 
300,000 in 1981, and the importation of grain went up from 700,000 tons to 
1,750,000 tons. In short, three years of Khomeyni's rule has resulted in a 
substantial reduction in the farm worker's standard of living, increased 
economic dependence and the destruction of mechanised agriculture. 


During the last decade of the Shah's rule, a considerable part of the oil 
revenues were invested in industrial development. This was aimed at secur- 
ing a firm industrial base. Khomeyni, in a short period of time, has managed 
to destroy what took a decade and billions of dollars to build. Today, a 
large number of factories have ceased to function and the productivity of 
those in operation has fallen drastically. In addition, most industrial 
projects have been cancelled. Examination of gross industrial product [GIP] 
substantiates the above arguments. The GIP for the year 1978 stood at 492 
billion dollars and 406 billion dollars for the year 1979; a fall of 17.5 
percent. 


The present regime is incapable of checking this economic slide. Evidence, in 
fact, points to an acceleration of the economic decline. This has alienated 
the lower classes from Khomeyni and eroded his power base. For the lower 
classes were the very people to whom he addressed himself and promised a 
brighter future. As we have seen, they are the hardest hit by the regime's 
incompetence. The only people who have benefitted materially from the chaos 
in Iran are the mullahs and their associates. 


In addition, the Tudeh Party, by virtue of its total support for the govern- 
ment, is allowed to operate freely in the country. They are consolidating 


their control over the levers of power, aided by the economic chaos they have 
helped to create. 


CSO: 4600/137 
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IRAN 


INDIAN MUSLIM ELDERS CONCERNED OVER KHOMEYNI AGENTS' ACTIVITIES 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 99, 25 Nov 82 p 10 


[Text] Leading figures among India's strong Muslim population have expressed 
concern over the interference of the Khomeini regime's agents in the affairs 
of Indian Muslim communities. 


Strongest protests have come from the Muslim elders in Delhi and cities in 
the Punjab. They have claimed that Khomeini agents were sowing seeds of 
discord and trouble rather than working for the welfare of their co-religion- 
ists. 


The latest snow of revolutionary zeal by Khomeini's agents came at a rally 
held in New Delhi nearly two weeks ago. During it a number ot lranian dis- 
abled were paraded through the streets with bearded mullahs and revolution- 
ary guards marching behind them. 


To make the march more spectacular Iranian embassy officials had hired buses 
and money to a number of local Muslims and non-Muslims too so they could 
participate in the march. 


This seemed to them interference in the affairs of the local Muslim commun- 
ities. Elders are also wary of the way the Iranian Islamic activists try to 
convince ordinary Indian Muslims that Khomeini is a direct appointee of the 
prophet. The elders have warned Mrs Gandhi that the stability of Muslim 
communities could be in danger if Khomeini "thugs" are allowed to engage so 
freely in their destructive activities. 


On the other hand a number of "reform-minded" young leaders of Muslim commun~ 
ities in India have said that the elders were afraid of losing their own 
privileged positions and that was the reason they resented the presence of 
Iranian Islamic revolutionaries in India. 


Relations between Mrs Gandhi's regime and the mullahs in Tehran are very 
good. Mrs Gandhi has allowed Iranian consular officials in Delhi a great 
deal of freedom to distribute propaganda leaflets and Khomeini's pictures, 
to set up Islamic indoctrination classes and even to open propaganda offices 
in Kashmir wheie the majority of people are Muslims, sources in Delhi say. 
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Reports in some exile Persian language newspapers, however, indicate that the 
Tndian authorities made every effort to prevent the Tehran mullahs sending 
armed activists or professional hooligans to New Delhi during the Asian Cames 
in a bid to intimidate members of the Iranian community in India. 


Iranian families who have been in India for a long time are mainly opposed to 
Khomeini. They have recently claimed that Iranian consular offices in India 
refuse to serve Iranian nationals. Instead, these offices had been turned into 
propaganda centres where non-Iranians received all the attention, financial 
support and privileges. 


CSO: 4600/136 
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MUSLIM ACTIVIST: 'RED' CLERGY IN IRAN BECOMING TOO STRONG FOR ‘WHITE’ CLERICS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 99, 25 Nov 82 pp 5-9 


[Text] A nephew of the late Shah who changed his name to Islami because of 
his religious convictions and his opposition to his uncle's regime's treat- 
ment of the Islamic clergy, the former Prince Ali Pahlavi, stayed on in 

Iran after the revolution and the first post-revolutionary government invited 
his cooperation. But he says the fear that his reputation as a Muslim mili- 
tant who had been imprisoned by the late Shah's regime could make him signifi- 
cant, even in a small way, led to his being framed and isolated later on, and 
he quit the country secretly last spring. 


We think our readers will find his interview with an IPS representative in- 
teresting because his contacts with the clergy since the revolution, together 
with the fact that his knowledge of the pre-revolutionary Iran is based on 
personal experience of both the leadership and religious groups like the 
Muslim Brotherhood, provide him with a better informed and balanced view of 
what has happened and is happening in Iran than many people now in the op- 
position abroad. 


He denies the stories that he tried to kill the Shah which circulated widely 
inside Iran before the revolution, stories which appear to be in the same 
category as those which claimed Azam Taleghani, daughter of the late Ayatollah 
Taleghani, was raped by SAVAK men in front of her father, and which she has 
since pointed out were inventions which served their purpose to discredit the 
regime. But the stories of his relationship with another Muslim fanatic, 
Bahman Hojjat-Kashani, who died along with the daughter of one of the late 
Shah's closest friends and other companions in a shootout with security forces 
in caves in north-western Iran, he confirms. He was with them when they were 
killed. 


The former prince says he was never against the Shah. "What I wanted to tell 
him was that 90 per cent of Iran's population was Muslim and that he must 
take this into consideration and not alienate the clergy," he said. 


He denies the allegation, made at the time, that he and his companions were 
"Tslamic marxists." "We do not believe in marxism", he said. "Right now I 
am writing a thesis about marxism and Islam to show these two have nothing 
in common." He says he belonged to a secret, but very powerful anti-Khomeini 
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group which he could not name but which had close contacts with some of the 
senior "white" (as distinct from red mullahs like Khamenei and Khoyinia) 
ayatollahs, as well as with some army, revolutionary guard and administra- 
tion elements; and one of the main reasons he left Iran was to publicise the 
fact that 70 per cent of the clergy was opposed to Khomeini. Th Ghotbzadeh= 
Shariatmadari affair delayed his starting his campaign and he did not re- 
ceive the green light from his organisation until this autumn. 


The following are excerpts from the interview: 


Q. Do you think that the Shah wanted really to fight Islam, or the Muslim 
clergy. He or his entourage? 


A. The Shah was a bliever. He was a mystic, like myself. He was a true 
patriot and a nationalist. He had good intentions and good wishes for his 
country and his people. But there was a big gap between him aud the people 
because he failed to pay enough attention to religious problems and to the 
clergy. The first duty of a leader is to know what his people want and to 
provide that for them. 


Q. You say you are an Islamic militant. Have you any links with the People's 
Mojahedin? 


A. Not at all. I do not consider the Mojahedin as Muslims. They are com- 
munists with an Islamic polish. That's all. 


Q. You say that the white clergy is not with Khomeini. But we see that every 
time Khomeini wants them to back him on this or that important matter, they 
sign fatwas and they support him. 


A. They are afraid. Some of them, like Shariatmadari and Ghomi, are very old. 
There are some others with no powers at all. Some who had opposed him--and I 
can not name them--are all under house arrest. The anti-Khomeini clergy has 
one big weakness, they are fearful. But this is not a reason to underestimate 
them. They can do many things behind the scenes and they are doing it. In 
their own interests, of course, for this white clergy faces the threat of being 
wiped out in the coming two years.... 


Q. How do you evaluate Khamenei? 


A. He is red, red. He has close and frequent contacts with the Russians in 
Tehran. He sees them, or they come to meet him, at least once a week.... 


Q. So you mean that their hands are really in those of the Russiand and the 
Tudeh? 


A. Without the slightest doubt. Why should Ehsan Tabari, such a well known 
intellectual, who enjoys a high scientific and academic reputation, work as 
an announcer on Tehran Radio. KGB agents and experts pay regular visits to 
Iran. They provide advice and guidance to both the regime and the Tudeh. 
They study sources and roots of public dissatisfaction with the regime, then 
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they advise the authorities how to fight tiem. The KGB and the Russians 
maintain several experts at all government levels to help leaders overcome 
their political and social shortcomings.... 


Q. What about government offices, institutions. Can one say that they are 
infected? 


A. 100 per cent. 
Q. How would you evaluate the strength of the Tudeh? 


A. Very highly as far as the degree of its influence in public and private 
sector administration, offices and institutions is concerned. 


Q. Do you give the Tudeh any chance of toppling the regime? 


A. If Khomeini wins the war against Iraq, the Tudeh will have every chance, 
for the regime could become credible for the people, even for those who don't 
like it. The regime would strengthen and the Khoyinia-Khamenei faction and 
their comrades would have plenty of time to widen their network. For the 
time being, I don't think the Kremlin wants an Afghan-like regime in Tehran. 
What the Russians want is to keep in place the present regime, with red 
mullahs at its helm. But if Khomeini loses the war, the situation will be 
reversed. 


All those who have sacrificed their sons, all those women who gave their gold 
bracelets and their little bits of jewelry to Khomeini to help the war, they 
will realise that Khomeini is not divine, that he is one like any one else. 
And you know very well we Iranians admire powerful leaders. Iranians admired 
the Shah while he was powerful. The day they understood he was weak they 
kicked him out. Reza Shah is still much respected and is more and more remem- 
bered and regretted. Something will happen with Khomeini. I think he knows 
that. 


Q. What about Khomeini's popularity now? 


A. Frankly, he has now no more than five per cent of the people fully behind 
him. But he rules by fear and blood. Most people are against him; of para- 
mount importance is the situation of teachers. They were usually leftists. 
Now most of them are monarchists. But many National Front supporters have 
remained leftists. Reza (Shah the second) has huge chances (to come to 
power). For most Iranians he represents the future, continuity, security 
and progress, while is not corrupt, he is clean. Iranians have no taste for 
further political adventures. They tried it once and they regret it badly, 
bitterly. Their aim is to come back to its lost values. To find security, 
peace. They remember that under the former regime a young girl could safely 
drive her car alone from Tehran to Abadan, while now old women dare not put 
their noses outside after 7 p.m. 


Q. With those conditions, how do you then see the future of Iran? 
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A. I really believe that if the monarchists wake up from their dreams, work 
harder, take a realistic attitude (towards events in Iran) and put themselves 
on a logical path they have a genuine chance, more than any other organisation 
or groups. I can say withcut exaggeration that the monarchists are the only 
opposition force with realistic chances. We must realise all of us that our 
country is dead. That we do have neither economy nor cultural life. Even 
Islam is in danger. Because of Khomeini's un-Islamic behaviour, people have 
lost their faith and their confidence in Islam. Islam is light, and 

Khomeini is darkness. Islam is tolerance, Khomeini is hatred. Khomeini is 
like the Pharisees of the times of Jesus Christ. He is a fanatic, in love 
with his own ideas and his view of Islam. He plays with words, without under- 
standing their meaning. 


Q. Don't you think that some people around him push him deliberately to ex- 
cesses just to eradicate Islam from Iran? 


A. It is a possibility. I think we face a double plot: one to destroy Iran 
economically, the second, to darken the image of [slam. 


Q. Then what would be the reason behind it? 


A. Because on the one hand Iran was a major economic power in the area, on 
the other thanks to Islamic philosophers and shaikhs, mostly from the 

Maghreb, who were very influential and men of wisdom, Islam had regained its 
value, a certain international respect, some authority.... This was the best 
one could do for Islam. But what Khomeini is now doing, means that's all over. 
A Muslim like me, all other Muslims, we have to keep quiet. Muslims through- 
out the world are ashamed of Khomeini's type of Islam. 


Q. Now that you are out (or Iran), what are your plans? 

A. Ihave an information programme for the Iranian (white) clergy. I want to 
tell responsible officials of the free world that the presence of this clergy 
is the only chance to save Iran, to save this country which is vital for the 
free workd.... 

Q. What is, so far, the impact of your contacts? 

A. Well, it is still to early. I have just started, but I can reveal that 
some (foreign) personalities have shown interest. My mission is not a big 
affair. It's just a little light which I hope can grow bigger and open the 
minds of many people. 

Q. Were you ever suspected by SAVAK of being at odds with the Imperial family? 
A. Of course. As a matter of fact, General Oveissi ordered the Imperial 
guards and the Shah's bodyguards to shoot me without warning if I came near 


the Sovereign. 


Q. Why was that? 
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A. ‘This was after a Saudi prince had shot Fing Faisal. Also, I was suspected 
of belonging, with my friend Bahman Hojjat Kashani, who was a fanatical 
Islamicist, to an Islamic-Marxist group. But as I told you, I liked the 

Shah. I'm against killing. I never thought of assasinating the Shah. But 
because of my friend, several other people and myself were living in caves 
around Zanjan to the northwest of Tehran, like in the times of the Holy 
Prophet; there was shooting, ny friend was killed and I was arrested. My 
interrogation lasted more than two weeks and after, when I was freed, I was 
forbidden to leave Iran. It was during this time that I changed my family 
name from Phalavi to Islami. This was better for all of us. 


Q. If Khomeini does, what will await Iran? 


A. First of all, the clergy, which is already divided, will be even more 
divided, between the extreme left and the extreme right. For the time be- 
ing, Khomeini does play the role of an arbiter between them and arrives at 
compromises. With Khomeini's death, there will be no longer such an arbiter 
and eventually, the re s will win, for they are stronger and have a better 
underground network; besides, they are backed by the Soviet Union and the 
Tudeh. 


Q. But what about a man like Hashemi Rafsanjani (the Speaker of the Parlia- 
ment)? He is supposed to be the strong man now? 


A. All right. First of all, let me remind you that Rafsanjani has not re- 
vealed his cards. I agree that he is quite strong, but the leftists enjoy 
an impressive infrastructure. 


Q. Don't you think that the revolutionary guards may do something, try a 
coup d'etat, for instance, as they are the strongest element in the country? 


A. This is something people talk about in European circles outside Iran. The 
emergence of an Iranian Napoleon from the ranks of Pasdars and so..I don't 
think so. Because they are also well watched. The red clergy is much more 
clever than you think. For instance, Khamenei is with the pasdars and he 
watches for these kind of developments within the corps. There have been 
people inside the pasdars and the army who were executed promptly just because 
they had such dreams, and yet no one knows anything about them and what happen- 
ed to them. 


Q. What role do you see for the army? 


A. A very important one. For the time being, the army officers are afraid 

of those guards who are always watching them. Tudeh and also the fundamental- 
ists have strong influence. But experience shows that only those who have the 
wall behind them move forward. In today's Iran, two groups are in this deli- 
cate situation: the army and the white clergy, a group which is undergoing a 
vast purge, a purge which started with the Shariatmadari affair. The army 
officers, like the white clergy, know well that if they don't move, they will 
be finished in two years time. Therefore, it is their very existence which is 
at stake. 
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Q. What do you know about the Shariatmadari affair? 


‘4. All I know is this: Ayatollah Shariatmadari was helping the wounded, the 
families of the war's victims and the needy people more than the government 
itself; and the money he was receiving for this was more than th t allocated 
by the state. This obviously was annoying some of the red ayatollahs and the 
fundamentalist authorities close to Khomeini and having many more followers 
than the leader of the Islamic revolution, he was considered a dangerous 
threat to Khomeini as well as to the red clergy. 


According to my information, Khamenei, who is the regime's brain, stage- 
managed the affair with the help of Ghotbzadeh (former minister of foreign 
affairs, executed on September 15 for plotting against Khomeini and the Islamic 
Republic).... He had assured Ghotbzadeh that if he could involve Shariatmadari 
in the coup he was accused of having plotted, he could then be taken out (of 
jail) and sent abroad. 


[ know Ayatollah Shariatmadari very well. He is not the type of man to get 
involved in such tricky affairs. He is much more cautious than that. He 
would never get contact with Ghtobzadeh, a man who spent so long with Khomeini. 
Never. But, because things didn't go the way they were planning, they had to 
execute Ghotbzadeh, just to try to prove to the public that things were not 
stage-managed. 


Q. Don't you think that perhaps Khamenei wanted to kill several birds with 
one stone? Meaning that, by doing what he was planning to do, he wanted to 
get rid of Ayatollah Khomeini and Shariatmadari, finish with the white clergy 
and kill a potential enemy in the person of Ghotbzadeh? 


A. I don't know if you ever have been in Jamaran. To assassinate Khomeini in 
his residence is just impossible. One is checked thoroughly from miles away, 
long before reaching Jamaran. All the mountains overlooking the place are 
encrusted with shelters for watchmen. The whole place and surroundings are 
protected by dozens of radar controlled anti-aircraft guns and heavy machine 
guns, as well as huge walls of barbed wire.... 


Yes, there is a possibility. But there is also other factors which make this 
likelihood abit groundless in my opinion, and this is the time factor. For 
the time being, Khamenei needs Khomeini to widen, to strengthen his power 
base. He does not have any interest in seeing Khomeini go.... The longer 
Khomeini lives and rules, the better for the reds. 


Q. Almost everyone agrees that Khomeini is genuinely anti-communist and anti- 
Tudeh. Why, therefore, has he let elements like Khamenei rule the country? 


A. What Khomeini is after is to implement his own vision of Islam. Those 
people help him in that direction. Beside, they have been around him for 
years; some have been his own students, others have been around him in his 
exile in Najaf. 


Q. What about the bazaar? Does it still support Khomeini and the regime? 
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A. The bazaar has turned against Khomein:. It has been badly hurt by the re- 
gime. All bazaaris are complaini g. Reliable people tell us the bazaar is 
closed for most of the day, all main transactions being handled by inter- 
mediaries. A lot of bazaaris prefer it that way. Nationalisation of foreign 
trade and other communistic decisions have curtailed the bazaaris’ incomes. 
They are also now backing the white clergy, they are ready for a change. 


Q. What must be done to overthrow the regime, in your opinion? 


A. Iran has its own formulas, like quartz has its own formula. These fornulas 
are time-tested. Iran needs a constitutional monarch. Then a clergy which 
will walk with the monarch. The (late) Shah's mistake was to dissociate him- 
self from the clergy, turning it against him. Iran also needs the bazaar, 

for it controls the economy and has the pulse of the country. And finally, 
Iran needs a strong army and police force to maintain and pr erve peace and 
security. 
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IRAN 


TEHRAN STAYS SILENT ON AFGHANISTAN 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 99, 25 Nov 82 pp 2, 3 


[Text] Iran's Islamic rulers appear to have shown signs of displeasure with 
the Pakistani and Russian authorities over Iran's exclusion from talks on the 
future of Afghanistan. 


To put the mullahs in the picture about his talks with Russian leaders, 
Pakistani president, General Aiz ul Haq, hastily sent his foreign minister, 
Sahibzada Yaghoub Khan, to Tehran for a two-day visit on Nov 20. 


However, the Iranian media reported that Yaghoub Khan was coming to Tehran 

not as an emissary to talk about the Afghan problem, but as an official guest 
of Iran's foreign minister Ali Akbar Velayati, who had earlier paid an official 
visit to Pakistan. 


The Iranian media also gave prominence to economic talks between the two min- 
isters. But it was obvious from Velayati's remarks to reporters that the 
Afghan problem was the most important point on the agenda. 


Before Yaghoub Khan's arrival in Tehran, the newspaper KAYHAN reported that 
the superpowers were now trying to solve the Afghan problem between them- 
selves, without any consultation with the Muslim people of Afghanistan. 
KAYHAN claimed that the groundwork of the present formula to solve the Afghan 
problem was laid down in the Geneva talks between Pakistan and the Soviets, 
with Afghans participating in the talks only indirectly. 


Later, KAYHAN reported, Indian Premier Gandhi went to Washington to talk to 
the American authorities. She then returned home waiting for talks between 
the Soviets, Pakistanis and the Chinese to be completed in Peking. Later Mrs 
Gandhi went to Moscow to continue her efforts there. Subsequently, General 
Zia, who had earlier visited Peking, took advantage of Brezhnev's funeral 
services and went to Moscow to talk with Russian leaders. 


In all these talks, KAYHAN said, those involved in them were Russians, Chinese, 
Indians and Pakistanis, with Americans pulling the strings behind the scenes. 
KAYHAN then claimed that the formula worked out by these parties was for the 
Russians to pull out their forces and for the other parties to accept the 
legitimacy of the Babrak Karmal regime. 
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KAYHAN, whose chief editor, Hojatoleslam vhatami, has recently been appointed 
Minister of Islamic Guidance, claimed that any solution to the Afghan problem 
which did not envisage establishment of an Islamic government was unacceptable 
to the Afghan people. 


Meanwhile, just before the departure of Yaghoub Khan from Tehran on 

November 21, Velayati told a Tehran radio reporter that Iran could not accept 
any solution to the Afghan problem which involved any part of the continued 
presence of the superpowers. 


Velayati then said that the Russians had deliberately involved Americans in 
the talks on regional security "because they intend to make our region a 

scene for superpower bargaining."' Calling America the greatest enemy of man- 
kind, Velayati said the Russians must be blamed for their ineptitude in allow- 
ing the Americans to come into the picture on a problem which was the concern 
of regional powers. 


It is difficult to understand what Velayati or other spokesmen for Iran's re- 
gime actually intend to say. They have said that the Muslim people of 
Afghanistan must be allowed to decide their own fate. They have also stressed 
that the Karmal regime is not representative of the Afghan people. Beyond 
that the mullahs have not said how the whole problem should be solved in their 
view. 


On Monday, at the end of Yaghoub Khan's visit the two countries released a 
joint memorandum in which they talked on every subject except Afghanistan. 
The memorandum referred to the two countries’ concern over the Israeli in- 
vasion of Lebanon, their support for a policy of excluding non-regional 
countries from the Persian Gulf, and support for the Islamic cause and closer 
bilateral ties. 


Characteristically, the same day Premier Mir Hussein Mussavi held a press 
conference in which he referred to Iran's foreign policy objectives. He at- 
tacked the French Foreign Minister's statements in Kuwait regarding West 
European eagerness to safeguard Persian Gulf security. He also attacked joint 
manoeuvres being held by Americans and such Arab countries as Sudan, Somalia 
and Oman. But again, he did not refer to the Afghan problem. 


Such deliberate avoidance of comment on the Afghan problem may well indicate 
that the Mullahs are afraid of the Soviet Union and would like to refrain 

from making the new leadership in Moscow angry. Exile sources have already 
said that the Khomeini regime is so dependent on Russian help for its survival 
that {t would nto do anything to anger Moscow, in spite of the burden of one 
million Afghan refugees in Iran. 
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LRAN, YUGOSLAVIA TO SIGN A COMPREHENSIVE PROTOCOL 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 29 Nov 82 p 2 


l'Text | 


CSO: 


TEHRAN (IRNA) - Minister of 
Economy and Finance Hussein 
Namazi Saturday evening said 
fran and Yugoslavia are due to 
sign a comprehensive protocol 
covering almost all aspects of 
economy and trade. 

Namazi addressing the 
Yugoslavian delegation arrived 
here on Saturday said suitable 
grounds exist for the ex- 
pansion of economic ties bet- 
ween the two countries. 

He said Yugoslavia sup- 
ports Iran's policy of neither 
West nor East and its plan to 
reach self-sufficiency. 

The Yugoslav delegation 
is headed by Nedeljko Man- 
ditch, a member of the Federal 
Executive Council. 

Referring to a protocol 
expected to be signed between 
the Islamic Republic and Yug- 
oslavia at the conclusion of the 
reciprocal talks, Namazi noted 
that it would be comprehensive 
agreement covering almost all 
fields of economic and wade 
cooperation. 

Prior to the revolution the 
bulk of trade between the two 
countries was limited, he said 
and quoted an average figure 
of 25 million dollars annually 
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between the years of 1975 and 
1979. But, he said, these 
figures have gone up after the 
victory of the Islamic Revolu- 
tion. 

Referring to the visit of 43 
Iranian economic delegations 
to Yugoslavia at various levels 
Namazi hoped that the two 
countries would ioin further 
expansion in this field of 
cooperation. 

g on behalf of the 
Yugoslav delegation, Manditch 


said thet his country was opti- . 


mistically looking at coopera- 
tion with the Islamic Republic 
to the extent that Yugoslavia 
had decided to purchase 1.5 
million tons of crude oil as 
well as noncil products from. 
Iran for next year. 
The talks betweer the two 
‘sides will continue in four sec- 
“tors tachuding, agricuitural, in- 
dustrial, energy and transporta- 
tion. 

The 30-member Yugoslav 
delegation, composed of eco- 
nomic officials and experts, 
arrived in Tehran for a four- 
day visit. 

According to earlier re- 
ports minister of agriculture 
and rural development said the 
nations and governments of 
Iran and Bulgaria have identical 
views on many political issues 
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[RAN 


and have deep anti-imperialist 
sentiments. 

Mohammad Salamati, 
speaking in a meeting with the 
Bulgarian delegation explained 
the various conspiracies of U.S. 
imperialism aimed at destroy- 
ing the Islamic Revolution, 
adding that the Iranian nation 
was not only not defeated but 
furthermore is now pursuing a 
policy of annihilating U.S. 
mercenaries in the region. 

He added that so far this 
decisive policy has met with 
considerable success. 

He also expressed gratitute 
for Bulgaria’s Deputy Premier 
Andrei Lovkanov for proposing 
to participate in the recons- 
truction of the war-stricken 
regions of the country. 

The Bulgarian deputy 
premier replied that they had 
studied the developments of 
the Islamic Revolution in Bul- 
garia and had realized that it 
possessed a deep anti-imperial- 
ist nature. He added that the 
people and government of the 
Islamic Republic led by Imam 
Khomeini could count on their 
friends, especially Bulgaria at 
the international level in their 
campaign against U.S. imperial- 
ism. 











DPRK DELEGATION ARRIVES; REITERATES SUPPORT FOR IRAN 


Tehran 


| Te: 


CSO: 


ct] 


TEHRAN TIMES in English 29 Nov 82 
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TEHRAN (IRNA)- The foreign 
trade minister of the Democra- 
tic People’s Republic of Korea 
Ko Yonysop on Sunday reiter- 
ated the support of his nation 
and government for the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. 

The DPRK official who is 
currently in tran heading an 
economic delegation, said in a 
meeting with lranian Commerce 
Minister, Habibollah Asgar 
Oladi Mosalman, that the Iran- 
ian nation under the leadership 
of Imam Khomeini had gained 
astounding victories in its war 
against US imperialism. 

He also stated that he had 
seen independence and a new 
life stvle in the Islamic Republic 
and that he considered the Iran- 
ian nation as one of the dear 
friends. 


p 


2 


Reminding of the necessity 
for further expansion of econo- 
mic and commercial relations 
between the two countries, he 
called for the hastening of activ- 
ities of the economic delega- 
tions of the two countries and 
the solving of mutual problems. 

The Iranian mmister replied 
that the Islamic Republic was 
endeavouring to omit the inter- 
national middlemen in its eco- 
nomic and commercial relations 
with other countries and to 
help the producing nations, 

The commercial and econ- 
mic policy of the Islamic Revolu- 
tion, said Asgar @Oladi, is based 
on purchasing commodities from 
friendly countries. 

He also expressed hope that 
the economic and commercial 
relations of the two countries 
would be based on human jus- 
tice 
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IRAN 


FOREIGN VOLUNTEERS SERVE WITH REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 99, 25 Nov 82 pp 4, 5 


[Text] Armed opponents of the Khomeini regime in eastern Mazanderan area 
have claimed that in their recent operations they have captured one Turkish 
and two Afghan revolutionary guards. 


In leaflets distributed in Sari and Gorgan, the group, known as Janbazan Iran, 
said that the Turkish revolutionary guard was a Shia from the province of 
Diarbekir who was enlisted by Khomeini's consular agents in Istanbul. 


"He has told us that a number of other Turkish nationals are serving with 
the mullahs’ militia," Jambazan said. "Some are leftists, other fanatical 
Muslims." 


Jambazan, whose name has not been heard before, is apparently an armed group 
operating in the Gorgan area and comprising various elements including royal- 
ists and Mossadeghites. They are opposed to the mullahs, the Tudeh Party 
and other leftists. 


It seems the group has released the Turkish and Afghan captives. In their 

leaflets they have not explicitly said this but have said that the "misguided 
paid killers from abroad have been ordered to talk to their other compatriots 
serving with Khomeini to open their eyes to the reality of Iran's situation." 


In the leaflet the group has waid that it would immediately execute any Tudeh 
or Soviet agents who might fall into their hands. 
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IRAN 


MULLAHS MOVE AGAINST SUSPECTED PRO-SHAH ELEMENTS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 99, 25 Nov 82 pp 3,4 


[Text] Ayatollah Khomeini's security agents appear to have mounted an oper- 
ation against suspected monarchist elements in urban and rural areas, latest 
reports from Tehran indicate. 


At least a dozen retired army officers were arrested on Nov 1 by revolutionary 
guards attached to military prosecutor Mohammadi Reyshahri. Reports indicate 
that the guards carried lists with the addresses of the arrested army officers. 


Sources close to the clandestine Iranian group, a royalist-nationalist organ- 
isation which opposes the regime, told IPS that the addresses of the army 
officers were available at the files of the Ministry of Defence. 


"As far as we know the arrested officers were not involved in any anti-Khomeint 
activities other than occasional remarks at private parties, the kind of re- 
marks which any Iranian nowadays makes against the regime," the informants 
said. 


"But their arrest shows that the regime has noted the rising tide of nostalgia 


among Iranians for the ‘good old days'". 


Other reports say that at least two retired army officers were also arrested 
in Rezaieh (now Urumieh) and two others in Rasht. The arrests caused such 
anxiety that many retired officers are no longer calling at the bank to col- 
lect their retirement pay. Some have changed their places of residence. 


Irandin sources said that several organisations supporting the previous regimes 
are at present waging armed battles against the mullahs and their Tudeh sup- 
porters. One of them calls itself Iran Khooneen (Bloodstained Iran) and 
another calls itself <‘aveh Ahangar. 


"Like us, these groups operate in small numbers in scattered bands of three to 
five people," Irandin sources said. "We do not establish links among our- 
selves to avoid penetration by the mullahs' spies. 


"we have been able to mount attacks on revolutionary guards, Khomeini's sup- 
porters and such elements as rally organisers and Friday prayer leaders. 
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"Until now the regime has been trying to say that all armed attacks are 
mounted by the Mojahedin-e-Khalq. Because people have become exasperated 
with the Mojahedin the regime wants to tell the people that its only real 
enemy is the Mojahedin so that people might prefer the mullahs to the only 
alternative they think exists," Irandin sources said. 


There is now evidence, however, that the regime has had to admit that there 
are other armed groups than Mojahedin who are fighting Khomeini supporters. 
Both President Khamenei and Premier Mussavi have admitted in interviews that 
Shah supporters have been behind a number of bloody armed attacks against the 
mullah's government. 


In its Nov 15 publication the Tehran newspaper ETTELAAT carried a news report 
on its front page concerning the trial of eight "monarchists" by the army 
tribunal. The list included one colonel, identified as Col. Iraj Kayvan- 
Manesh, three university professors, a civil servant, a contractor and two 
others, one of them a woman. 


ETTELAAT has not printed particulars of the trial. Neither has it said any- 
thing about the prosecutor's indictment. Nothing has been reported on what 
has happened to the eight accused. 


Another daily, JUMHURI ESLAMI, has also reported that monarchist elements 
were engaged in subversive activities aimed at destablisation of the regime 
through economic sabotage. 


Reports from inside Iran suggest that the monarchist elements engaged in 
armed battles against the regime have no links with exile-based political 
opposition groups and they do not possess the funds to boost their activities. 


Although the foreign media no longer reports them executions continue to be 
announced in the Tehran press almost daily. Last week in successive issues 
the executions were reported of 6 people in Mashad, including a woman and two 
"monafeqin"=-the government's word for Mojahedin activists--and in Shiraz 
seven who included a Bahai described as "an agent of Zionism," and a Mojahedin 
who was in possession of a Kalashnikov rifle. It is also widely claimed that 
many unreported executions are continuing to take place. 
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IRAN 


TEHRAN CAUTIOUS WITH SOVIET RELATIONS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 99, 25 Nov 82 p 10 


[Text] Remarks at a press conference by revolutionary prosecutor Musavi- 
Tabrizi this week confirmed for observers that the reserve with which the 
mullahs are handling their relations with the Soviet Union. 


To a questioner who asked if he could confirm that Tudeh party leader Kia- 
Nouri had left the country and Ehsan Tabari, another prominent Tudeh mem- 
ber, had been arrested Musavi-Tabrizi replied that he had no information on 
the subject. In view of his position this was seen as a tacit "No". 


To another question on political parties he said that the Tudeh party had 
not complied with the Ministry of Interior's regulations to fill up a ques- 
tionnaire, which was a breach of law. Observers saw this as evidence of 
the special treatment being accorded to Tudeh compared with groups like the 
Mojahedin and other leftist groups not pro-Soviet, membership of which 
leads to either execution or imprisonment. The questions, it was also 
pointed out, confirmed the fact that the subject of the Tudeh party is of 
particular interest in Tehran at the moment. 
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IRAN 


TRANIAN EMIGRE PUBLICATION ON REFUGEES IN PAKISTAN 
GF051206 London VOICE OF IRAN in English Oct/Nov 82 p l 


[Excerpts] A consequence of Khomeyni's ungodly regime has been the mass 
exodus of Iranians who have been forced to seek shelter and security away 
from their own homeland. The lack of hope for any kind of a future in 
"Islamic Iran" coupled with brutal tyranny, insecurity and constant antici- 
pation of the worst, has been the most significant factors contributing to 
this exodus. For those with families and children, especially of school 

age, it has been the desire to make sure that their children are not deprived 
of a proper education and that more importantly they are not subjected to the 
type of schooling which Khomeyni and his henchmen have set up to brainwash 
pupils, turn them against their families and use them as spies and instruments 
of the state. [passage omitted] 


However, leaving Iran like living in iran has today become a major problem. 
The Islamic regime is in constant fear that by allowing Iranians to leave 
they might tell the tale of Khomeyni's horrors to the outside world and pos- 
sibly succeed in moving people and governments against them. As it is no 
longer possible to leave through Khomeyni's legal channels, the only remaining 
method is to flee from Iran's various borders. Iran's northern (Soviet) 
and northeastern (Afghan) border are closed to all travellers and at any rate 
provide no real alternative to disgusted people fed up to such an extent by 
conditions in their own country, that they are willing to leave everything 
behind and flee with only their lives, what they can carry and their unknown 
destinies. Thus the only route for the sick who require urgent medical atten- 
tion and young aspirants who wish to pursue their education and finally those 
who no longer wish to yield to Khomeyni's whims are the Turkish and Pakistani 
frontiers. 


Fortunately, both Turkey and Pakistan have had a long tradition of friendship 
and cordiality for the Iranian people. 


Nonetheless, based on our first hand information, there are times when local 
authorities at these crossings have created, perhaps unnecessary, problems for 
some of our fleeing compatriots. In the case of Pakistan which in recent 

years has taken millions of refugees into its warm embrace, it might perhaps 
seem a little unfair to distinguish between those who have fled from Iran and 
those who pour in their thousands from neighbouring Soviet occupied Afghanistan. 
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Surely Khomeyni's potential to create regional instability can never be over- 
looked or under estimated. Therefore then, is it too much to ask that the same 
humane considerations and courtesies now being given to Afghan refugees be 
extended to the Iranians as well? The fact that a murdering criminal by the 
name of (?Abu Sharif) (Abbas Zamani) [first commander of Islamic Revolutioti 
Guard Corps] Serves as ambassador to Islamabad should not deter Pakistani 
authorities from pursuing what is humanly right by allowing the Iranian 
refugees to have the shelter and protection which they have been denied in 
their own country. At this time it is appropriate for us to extend a sincere 
word of gratitude to the office the UN High Commission in Islamabad, which 
conducts monthly inspection tours of Iranian refugees in Karachi and Quetta. 
The Iranian refugees are by and large most grateful for these efforts and it 
is their only hope that weekly inspections might replace the existing order 

so that their various problems are dealt with more quickly. 
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TRAN 


TEHRAN POLICE SET UP BOMB DISPOSAL UNITS 
GFO71416 Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 16 Nov 82 p 2 


[Tex5] Col Seyyed Reza Niknezhad, Tehran's police chief, yesterday in an 
interview with a reporter of the news service of JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI announced 
that at the end of this week bomb disposal units will be set up in five areas 
of Tehran. Colonel Niknezhad in answer to a question about the reason for all 
these recent changes in the police stations said: One main goal is to provide 
Muslim and revolutionary policemen to society every day. To do so, we must 
reform them. To achieve this goal the chiefs of 11 police stations have been 
changed. Major Bamian and Major Seyyedzadeh took over responsibility for 

the Narmak Police Station and Tehran No 6 Police Station yesterday respec- 
tively and hopefully this will serve as an impetus for rapid change. He 
added: To make law enforcement more effective, we have divided Tehran into 
two parts, the east and the west. The chief of the eastern part is Lieu- 
tenant Colonel E'temadi and the chief of the western part os Colonel Mo'azami. 
They both will carefully control the activities of the police stations in 
Theran. The police chief said: By fully utilizing the cruising units that 
have been assigned to the police stations in Tehran, we have been able to 
strengthen the police stations. An additional cruising unit has been as- 
signed to each station. This will improve the effectiveness of the police 
who will be able to respond faster. Colonel Niknezhad continued by saying: 
Since we had not been able to send a bomb disposal unit from the eastern to 
the western part (because of the distance involved and the fact that a bomb 
could explode before the unit reaches its location), we decided to train a 
group of well-educated officers, divide them into five groups and assign 

them to five areas of the city. All of this will be completed by the end of 
this week and our task of disposing of bombs will become easier. 


CSO: 4600/137 


124 








IRAN 


PRC AMBASSADOR ENDS TENURE, MEETS KHAMENE'I 
LD051842 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1630 GMT 5 Dec 82 


[Text] The PRC ambassador to the Islamic Republic of Iran met with Presi- 
dent Seyyed 'ali Khamene'i today at the end of his tenure. According to 

the central news unit, the Chinese ambassador expressed his pleasure at 
having served in Iran and said: The PRC respects countries which have rid 
themselves of the domination of the superpowers and wishes to establish 
relations with them. Therefore, the Chinese nation admires the Iranian 
nation for having preserved its own independence. Then Mr Khamene'i referred 
to the neither East nor West policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran and said: 
This important principle directs our foreign policy toward establishing 
friendly relations with countries which are not under the influence of the 
policies of the major world powers. 


The president then added: We also wish to establish economic relations 

with countries which will not recreate bitter past experiences. We would 
like to have expanding economic relations with countries which do not pur- 
sue domineering policies in these’ relations. The president added: After 
the victory of the Islamic revolution we have rebuilt everything from scratch 
and all the countries which are able to understand this holy objective of our 
nation and make reciprocal efforts are considered among our friends. 
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QATARI PAPER ON GANDHI-MUBARAK TALKS 
GF061856 Doha AR-RAYAH in Arabic 5 Dec 82 pp l, ll 
|AR-RAYAH correspondent's dispatch from Cairo] 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] AR-RAYAH has learned from high level informed 
sources that India will officially join the Egyptian-French initiative which 
aims at solving the Palestinian problem. This came following the long discus- 
sions which were held between Mrs Indira Gandhi and French President 
Mitterrand and with Egyptian President Mubarak. 


AR-RAYAH has learned that Mrs Gandhi has given President Mubarak her total 
support to the Egyptian movement and has described it as "sensible, reason- 
able and in the right direction." 


AR-RAYAH has learned that the two states have agreed to form a joint program 
for political action toward a number of major problems in the world which 
will be crystalized during the forthcoming nonaligned conference. The is- 
sues are: 


1. The Palestinian issue: The importance of reaching a basic solution which 
ensures the withdrawal from all occupied Arab territories, the Palestinian 
people's self-determination and the right of all the region's countries to 
live in peace. 


2. The Gulf war: An effort to reduce the tension in the Gulf by making 

new efforts to stop the Iraqi-Iranian war. Egypt and India have agreed to 
start a bilateral initiative to activate the nonaligned or Islamic mediation. 
Achievement of stability in the Middle East and West Asia. 


3. The African problems: The Egyptian and Indian sides will make a joint 
effort to restore the OAU's unity which is threatened with division after 
failing twice to hold its conference in Tripoli. This effort will begin im- 
mediately so that the organization can have an effective attendance and posi- 
tive participation in the nonaligned conference in New Delhi in March. 


4. Non-alliance: Agreement to activate the movement and keep it away from the 
influence of the superpowers and regard the upcoming Delhi conference as a new 
starting point in order to positively and independently reform the nonaligned 
movement. 
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IRAN 


TRIBAL CHIEF'S DENIAL OF ALLEGATIONS AGAINST EXECUTED BROTHER 
London IRANIAN PRESS SERVICE in English 4 Nov 82 p 12 


[Text] A report in the LOS ANGELES TIMES of an alleged confession by 
executed tribal leader Khosrow Qashqai that he was receiving 1.9 million 
dollars a month from the U.S. government to work to overthrow the Khoemini 
regime and was a Spy for the U.S. brought a letter of denial from his brother 
Nasser. "I wish to draw your attention", Nasser Qashqai wrote to the paper; 
"to the fact that my three borthers, the other leaders of the Qashqai 

tribe, have never been traitors to our country and have never taken part in 
such a hideous crime. Iranian history proves that the Qashqais have always 
served their fatherland. Though we are opposed to the present tyrannical 
regime we would never betray our country for the sake of foreigners. The 
Qashqais wish to live in peace and maintain friendly relations with all 
political-religious ideologies and all of our neighbours. Now that my 
brother has been murdered the so-called "religious" leaders have fabricated 
that obscene "confession" in order to appease the people who questioned the 
grounds for his wrongful execution. This is, of course, typical in a 
country where failure to obey the mullahs blindly is punishable by torture 
and execution." 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


BATTLEFRONT DEPARTURE--Around noon today, a group of self-sacrificing members 
of the mobilization units of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps of District 
Two [Esfahen Province] of 15th Khordad Garrison departed for the battle- 
fronts of right against wrong. This group, numbering more than 300 individu- 
als, after passing the necessary training courses, left for the battlefields 
of light against darkness. According to this report, since the beginning of 
the current year, a total of 70,000 mobilization personnel from the 15th 
Khordad Garrison have been dispatched to the fronts of the right against 
wrong. [Text] [GFO71016 Esfahan Domestic Service in Persian 1530 GMT 5 Dec 
82] 


KHORASAN RELAY STATIONS--The television relay stations at Raz, (Jargalan) 
and Gholaman in Bojnurd District in northwestern Khorasan have gone into 
operation. Residents of this are now able to view programs on Channels 5 
and 7. [Text] [GF060602 Mashhad Domestic Service in Persian 1430 GMT 

4 Dec 82] 


ESFAHAN VOLUNTEER STATISTICS--At noon today a group of over 300 mobilization 
department volunteers left Khordad's 15th Garrison for the fronts of light 
against darkness. Since the start of the year a total of 70,000 volunteers 
have been trained in Khordad's 15th Garrison and have left the province for 
the fronts of right against wrong. [Text] [GF060602 Esfahan Domestic Ser- 
vice in Persian 1530 GMT 5 Dec 82] 


FIFTY ARRESTED IN BAKHTARAN--The guards of the Central Committee of Bakhtaran 
during the past 3 months have arrested 50 people involved in the hypocrites, 
the Peykar minigroup, and the Ashraf Dehqan organization and for distributing 
counterrevolutionary communiques. The public relations office of the Central 
Islamic Revclution Committee of Bakhtaran has announced: About 22 G-3 rifles, 
Kalashnikovs, colt revolvers, a Berno, 7 grenades, 1 gun scope and 8,840 
bullets were discovered in the province. [Text] [GF071506 Tehran ETTELA'AT 
in Persian 16 Nov 82 p 13] 


PREMIER GREETS CHAIRMAN CARCANI--From Mir Hoseyn Musavi, prime minister of 

the Islamic Republic of Iran: Excellency, I greet you and the Albanian people 
on the occasion of the 38th anniversary of Albania's liberation. [Text] 
[Telegram of greetings to Adil Carcani, chairman of the Council of Ministers, 
on occasion of the 70th anniversary of independence and the 38th anniversary 
of liberation] [AU081531 Tirana ZERI I POPULIT in Albanian 2 Dec 82 p 3] 
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U.S. HOLDS MANEUVERS IN OMAN--Coinciding with the military maneuvers of the 
United States in the waters of the Sultanate of Oman, French news agencies 
citing reliable sources in Washington stated that the "Enterprise" will also 
participate. The planes being used in these maneuvers have been assigned to 
foil the imaginary attack of 1,000 U.S. troops in one [word indistinct] in 
the Sultanate of Oman. These sources add that one B-52 bomber and AWAC 
radar planes which have been stationed in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia will 
also participate in these maneuvers which will (?continue) until next Tues- 
day. The U.S. State Department and Oman have refrained from confirming these 
maneuvers just as they did before. U.S. maneuvers will also begin in 
(?Somalia and Sudan). The aim of these maneuvers is to prepare the special 
U.S. troops for a showdown with a people's revolutionary Islamic movement in 
the Middle East. [Text] [GF051748 Mashhad International Service in Dari 
1430 GMT 5 Dec 82] 


FOREIGN MINISTRY CONDEMNS MANEUVERS--The undersecretary of the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry yesterday strongly condemned the U.S.-Oman maneuvers which caused 
concern among the region's Muslim peoples. In statement to the correspondent 
of the Radio and Television of the Islamic Republic of Iran, he added that 
these maneuvers are considered to be a continuation of the expansionist policy 
and interference of international imperialism. He said that the security in 
the region can only be safeguarded through the respect of the sovereignty 

and independence of the Persian Gulf countries and through the nonpresence of 
foreign powers in the region. [Summary from poor reception] [GF071846 

Tehran International Service in Russian 1630 GMT 6 Dec 82] 


IRANIANS NEED SPANISH VISA--Tehran, 7 Dec (IRNA)--All Iranians travelling to 
Spain are now required a visa from the Spanish Embassy, it was announced 
today. The announcement said the Iranians having an ordinary passport 
should refer to Spanish diplomatic missions for obtaining visa before leav- 
ing for Spain. The announcement will be put into practice from 10 December. 
[Text] [LDO71138 Tehran IRNA in English 0906 GMT 7 Dec 82] 
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FUTURE ARAB MILITARY STRATEGIES VIEWED 


LEBANON 


London ISLAMIC WORLD DEFENCE in English No 3, Oct 82 pp 12-14 


[Article by Brigadier Usman Khalid: 


Ahead" ] 


[Text ] 


Israel's invasion of Lebanon “has changed the rules of the game”. The 


"After Lebanon: The Strategic Options 


PLO and the front line states can now design a military strategy based on 
a totally offensive military posture. So says Brigadier Usman Khalid, 
defence consultant and former CENTO staff officer, who takes a bold look 


at the strategic options ahead in the Arab-Israeli conflict. 


‘Strategy’, as practised by statesmen and 
generals, is the ‘art of multiplication of 
options’. The side which is overwhelmingly 
superior in political and military strength, 
seeks to multiply options in order to minimise 
loss of face, in men, and in material. But to the 
weaker side, the multiplication of options is 
the means for survival despite military 
reverses, diplomatic destitution, and in the 
face of the threat of annihilation 


The Arab countries did not take part in 
War II as most of them were colonies or 
mandate territories of France and Great 
Britain. When the UN partitioned Palestine in 
1949, no Arab country had an Army trained 
and equipped to fight a modern war. The Jews 
who had settled in Palestine in the wake of the 
Balfour Declaration and those who came 
during and after World War II, had lived-in 
technologically advanced countries and 
many of them had served in the armed forces 
of European countries. The Jews in Palestine 
were socially and technologically better 
equipped to build a modern army. Israel has 
maintained that military edge ever since. 

The Arabs, faced with Israeli military 
superiority, have displayed considerable 
political and diplomatic skill; they have 
shown remarkable resilience and tenacity; 
and they come out on top politically after 
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every conflict with Israel although they 
suffered humiliating military defeats, 
particularly in 1967. It is not my purpose here 
to apportion blame or to criticise the conduct 
of war. It is my view that after this year’s inva- 
sion of Lebanon by Israel, the era of 
continued Arab military inferiority against 
Israel is over. It is time that, in the design of 
national strategy, the Arab countries started 
to give due importance to the formulation of 
their military strategy. 

When | say that the Arab nations have now 
reached a stage that they need not accept 
military inferiority tc Israel as irremediable, it 
is because the Palestinians have displayed in 
Lebanon such willingness to make sacrifices 
and accept losses that they are able to marsha! 
a winning combination against the predomi- 
nant military capability of Israel. However, 
that it is possible does not mean that it has 
been accomplished. The Arab nations and 
the PLO have yet to make a co-ordinated plan 
of action which would be potentially capable 
of creating conditions suitable for the return 
of Palestinians to their homeland. 





Military strategy 


The national strategy of a country encom- 
passes a plan for the orchestration of 
diplomatic, military, economic and psycho- 
social instruments for the achie vement of the 











national objectives. Military strategy is 4 part 
of the national strategy of a country and deals 
with the size, organisation, equipment, training 
of the armed forces, and the strategic 
doctrine for the use of the military instrument. 
The design of the military strategy begins with 
the evaluation of the nature and magnitude of 
the ‘threat’. The areas of weakness and 
strength are identified; the weaknesses that 
can be exploited and the strengths which 
must be neutralised are listed. A comparison 
with existing capabilities of own armed forces 
should then reveal gaps and deficiencies in 
own capabilities. This leads to the formulation 
of ‘Force Goals’, that is, size of the Army, the 
Navy, the Air Force, and their organization 
and equipment. The strategic coctrine is the 
political element of the military strategy and 
is that part where the confidence, authority 
and quality of national leadership, the 
commitment of the people to the cause, the 
willingness of the nation and its soldiers to 
make sacrifices—all intangible iactors—are 
of crucial importance. 





The nature and magnitude of the threat to the 
Arab countries in the Middle East has been 
changing. In 1949, Great Britain was in the 
driving seat and all the permanent members 
ot the UN Security Council were sympathetic 
to the Jewish cause and held the Arab rulers 
in contempt and disdain. In 1956, when 
France and Britain joined Israel in attacking 
Egypt, USSR as well as USA took a principled 
stand, demanded and secured the withdrawal 
of all invading forces, despite the cold war. It 
was the high point of US prestige in the 
Middle East and the lowest point of Israeli 
capability to influence events. Then the tide 
turned against the Arabs. The US media as 
well as the Administrations that followed 
Eisenhower, ceased to view the Sovi * Union 
as the counter-balancing force the Arabs 
desperately needed for their security against 
Israel. They preferred to see it as evidence of 
‘grand Soviet design for expansion’ and an 
informal] strategic alliance between the US 
and Israel emerged. 

The result of this alliance was a humiliating 
deteat of all the three front line states— Egypt, 
Jordan and Syria—in the 1967 war and 
continued occupation of conquered 
territories by Israel. The evident incapability 
of the front line states, separately or collec- 
tively, to retrieve their territories led to the 
creation of the PLO on the one hand and on 
the other, two of the three front line states, 
that is, Egypt and Jordan, put all their eggs in 
the American basket for their security and 
honour. The Americans let them down. Egypt 
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has retrieved the Sinai Peninsula but has had 
to suffer humiliation and isolation, and has 
neither achieved security nor redeemed 
honour. The architect of the ‘peace without 
honour’, President Sadat, was seen by the 
whole Arab world as a traitor and all except 
Oman and Sudan broke off diplomatic 
relations with Egypt. | 

As things stand at present, there is little 
likelihood of the West Bank of Jordan being 
returned to Jordanian sovereignty or being 
made a sovereign Palestinian state. The 
invasion of Lebanon by Israel has destroyed 
whatever credibility the US once claimed of 
even-handedness in dealing with Arabs and 
Israel. What Israel was seeking to obtain by 
military means—the evacuation of Beirut by 
PLO—the US representative, Philip Habib, 
was trying to obtain through diplomacy. The 
world saw the new method as the operation of 
US-Israeli strategic co-operation. To pacity 
world and Arab opinion, President Reagan 
announced an embargo on the supply of 
cluster bombs to Israel and a great show of 
disagreement was made when Israeli Foreign 
Minister Yitzak Shamir called on Reagan at 
the height of war in Lebanon. 

The well publicised Reagan Plan involving 
cessation of further Jewish settlements of the 
West Bank and public rejection of the plan by 
Israel is seen in the Arab World as just 
another charade. However, serious political 
observers do discern a slight shift in the US 
position. It is felt that the US likes to be seen as 
pursuing a policy of making Arab nations 
submit to Israeli hegemony through 
diplomacy if possible, and through war if 
necessary. Whether this will mean merely 
further posturing about US-Israeli differ+n- 
ces - or a real shift in US policy, is hard to 
predict. Past experience indicates that the 
former is more likely. The threat to the Middle 
East remains Israel's powerful military 
machine supported by US diplomatic clout. 


—— 


Israeli aims 7 
The objective of Israel is to annexe the West 
Bank of Jordan, the Gaza Strip, the Golan 
Heights and South Lebanon perhaps up to the 
line of the Litani River. Israel physically 
occupies all these territories and the Golan 
Heights has been formally annexed. But the 
zionist state wishes to keep the territory and 
expel the majority of Muslim Arabs. The 
settlement of the conquered territory is 
obviously designed to achieve this aim. 
Sooner rather than later, Begin will find 
himself “provoked” into further annexation of 
territories and the US will angrily denounce 
or even condemn Israel on the one hand and 
prevent any effective counter-action on the 











other. When that happens, there will be some 
rea tion from all Arab anc tualim ataters The 
Vis, who may for some time wait for their 
political initiative to bear fruit, would have to 
abandon a purely political approach. 


Israel has already declared that the area of 
her strategic interest extends from Algeria in 
the West to Pakistan in the East. It is perceived 
that Israe! will mount “daring” air raids on 
any target in this area on the pattern of their 
air strike on the nuclear power plant near 
Baghdad simply by accusing the country 
concerned of supporting the PLO or being a 
“threat” to the security of Israel. They will, in 
the end, be able toconvince the US that keeping 
the Muslim countries subdued and divided is 
more practical than befriending them. In any, 
case, friendly overtures by the US and the 
display of military superiority by Israel have 
so far turned out to be two sides of the same 
coin; one cajoles them into submission and 
the other frightens them into seeking 
compromise and settlement. 


Flaws - 


The US-Israeli strategy appears foolproof. 
But it has serious, though not very apparent 
flaws. The main US interest in the Middle East 
is to keep oil flowing and the vast appetite of 
the Arab nations for the products of tech- 
nology growing. But oil rich Arab countries 
have small populations. They are not a very 
big market for consumer goods. Besides, it is 
Japan, Taiwan, Hongkong, Singapore and 
South Korea who provide the bulk of the 
consumer goods to the Arab countries. Petro- 
dollars can flow back in large quantities to 
USA and west Europe if iarge quantities of 
sophisticated and expensive war equipment 
can be sold to these countries. If ihe Arabs are 
reconciled to the inevitability of Israeli 
military superiority they may cease to have 
the need and desire for sophisticated 
weaponry. Alternatively. if they change their 
strategic doctrine and begin to build large 
armies equipped with inexpensive weapons, 
the military superiority of Israel will cease to 
be unchallenged and the West will cease to 
receive petro-dollars in quantities large 
enough to maintain the present size of their 
industrial structure. After all, the most impor- 
tant lesson of Lebanon is that a poorly equipped 
force using tactics commensurate with the 
nature and extent of its inferiority is better 
able to fight an army equipped with modern 
weapons. 


Military postures 
What has been discerned and discussed so far 
is based on the assumption that the Arab 
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countries as well as the Muslim world wi!l 
remain disunited and unable to formulate ana 
implement a plan of co-ordinated action. It 1s 
also assumed that the PLO wil! continue to 
follow its present political line and that its new 
and old hosts will contin: e to deny freedom of 
action. This is likely but then the unexpected 
also happens sometimes. Long delay in the 
evacuation of Lebanon by Israel; invasion of 
Syria by land; one or two dramatically 
successful air raids on Arab capitals or mili- 
tary/industrial targets, may change the 
present mood of acquiescence. The use of 
military instruments by the Arabs against 
Israe! may begin to be consiiered necessary 
and viable. In that event, a number of options 
would be open to the PLO and the front line 
Arab states. 


We could now consider the first few steps in 
the design of a military strategy. The military 
posture of a country (which is a political 
decision) can be one of the following: 


1. Offensive—both strategically 
and tactically 


2. Strategically defensive; tactically 
offensive. 


3. Strategically offensive; tactically 
defensive. 


4. Defensive—both strategically 
and tactically. 


A military force has an “offensive strategic 
posture” when it operates with the objective of 
acquiring decisive space (up to a4 river, sea 
shore or mountain range), or decisive place 
(the capital of a country or a large industrial, 
population or communication centre) or to 
cause decisive attrition (in men, tanks or air- 
craft). When a force engages in offensive 
tactical actions: advance, attack, raid, 
ambush or reconnaisance, it has an “Offen- 
sive Tactical Posture”. Similarly, when the 
objective of a force is to deny specific space 
or place, or to avoid serious attrition, it has a 
defensive strategic posture. When it under- 
takes tactical form of defence, patrols gaps, 
carries out extensive mine laying, it is 
tactically on the defensive. 

In invading Lebanon, the Israeli posture 
was totally offensive—strategically as well as 
tactically. The PLO posture was strategically 
defensive but tactically offensive. The Syrian 
posture was totally defensive. In this context, 
strategy is a science. There is no running 
away from the implication of the posture 
adopted in the conduct of operations. When a 
force is strategically and tactically on the 
offensive, it wins. But it is not always possible 
to be totally on the offensive. The secret of the 
remarkable successes of Israel has been her 











ability to adopt a totally offensive military 
posture. In the 1973 October War, the Israeli 
posture was defensive at the start and they 
suffered reverses. But by their riposte across 
the Suez to threaten Cairo and a riposte 
across the Golan to threaten Damascus, they 
seized strategic initiative and transformed 
their posture to one of total offensive in a 
matter of a few days. 

The Israelis agreed to vacate their occupa- 

tion of the Sinai Peninsula after the Camp 
David Agreement because it also made sense 
to them militarily. Continued occupation of 
Sinai required commitment of a standing 
force for defence. Transformation to a totally 
offensive posture required time which would 
not be available if the Jordanians took an 
offensive posture. Israeli withdrawal from 
Sinai, and its defence being handed over to a 
predominantly American multinational force, 
is seen by the Arabs as a ‘sinister conspiracy’ 
for it not only takes the largest Arab nation— 
Egypt—out of the list of the front line states, it 
removes whatever constraint the geography 
of Israel imposed on it in taking up 4 totally 
offensive posture. Thus Israel can threaten 
every country from Algeria to Pakistan. 
If geography, politics, military inferiority and 
intangible factors like training, morale and 
logistics impose constraints on the adoption of 
a totally offensive posture, the next best is to 
be at least strategically offensive. If that is aiso 
not possible, a force should try to be tactically 
offensive. If a force is strategically as well as 
tactically defensive, its operation will end in 
defeat. A guerrilla force usually operates with 
a totally offesive posture. Guerrillas make it 
necessary for any conventional force to adopt 
a defensive posture. The operations of the 
PLO were very successful in putting the 
Israelis on the defensive. Later, because of 
the Israeli reprisals against countries which 
provided a base for PLO operations, the 
strategic initiative was wrested from the PLO. 
But tactically, the PLO continued on the 
offensive. The invasion of Lebanon aimed to 
deny the offensive to the PLO as their last 
base, and so to finish them as 4 military torce. 
Dispersed so far away from the target 
territory, it could only carry out terrorist 
attacks but no guerrilla operations. 


Invasion of Lebanon 


One reason tor Israel succeeding where even 
superpowers fail, is its obstinate refusal to 
accept any political constraint-- internal or 
international.-in the choice of military 
strategy. In the invasion of Lebanon the 
Israelis disregarded every rule, convention, 
law or any hurnanitarian consideration. In 
fact they encouraged publicity about their 
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ruihiessness by pressing on with their attack 
without to civilian casualties and 
dé struci. .wellings. They believed that 
the demoralisation caused by the news 2 
extensive loss of life and damage to property 
far outweighs the adverse effect of publicity. 
They know that it would have little effect in the 
West, and the rest of the world does not matter 
anyway. 

But there is another side to the coin. The 
countries adept in the use of psycho-social 
power-—the media—set a limit to the use of 


‘ military weapons and forces. When the US 


was fighting guerrillas in Vietnam, it enforced 
certain rules for the conduct of ‘counter 
insurgency’ operation. Killing of unarmed 
civilians and destruction of villages and 
buildings to deny cover to guerrillas was not 
permissible. In a few cases, US armed forces 
officers were tried by court martial for ordering 
such measures. When the war reached 
Saigon, the Americans pulled out rather than 
allow the destruction of the city. Israel also 
operates its psycho-social instrument of 
power through the western media. in 
Lebanon, the media accepted the bombing ct 
refugee camps and high-rise apartment 
blocks, and the denial of POW status for PLO) 
fighters, as a legitimate manner of using 
military force. In other words, striking 
civilian targets on a smal! scale is ‘terrorism: 
but when carried out on a large scale, it is a 
legitimate military operation. Besides, 
military intervention to impose a government 
of one’s liking has also been accepted as a 
legitimate military objective. This escalation 
ol the scope of “legitimate military operation” 
will have far reaching consequences in the 
future. 

The Israelis had never entered or captured 
big cities and towns in past wars with Arabs. 
In their invasion of Lebanon, they razed the 
towns of Tyre and Sidon almost to the ground 
and all but destroyed the Muslim sector of 
Beirut. It made military sense. If the Israelis 
had confined themselves to attacks on 
guerrilla positions, hideouts and dumps, they 
would have suffered heavy losses, the war 
would have become prolonged, and in the 
end the PLO would have won a decisive 
victory. But by ruthless destruction of civilian 
targets, killing unarmed civilians on sucti 
massive scale and imposing a pro Israeli 
president on Lebanon, they have changed the 
rules of the game. 

The invasion of Lebanon by Israel and the 
nature and extent of US Israeli strategic co 
operation revealed in this operation has 
multiplied the options open to the PLO and 
the front line Arab states. It is now possible for 
them to design a military strategy based on a 
totally offensive military posture. All options 
will be weighed and considered from now on. 











ISRAEL INCREASES PENETRATION OF ECONOMY 


LEBANON 


Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 39, 15 Nov 82 pp 2, 3 


[Text ] 


Israel's main goal in Lebanon at present is to establish 
political and economic conditions that would extend its 
swav in this country. In the process of doing so, however, 
Israel is losing a great deal of international political 
support and respect. Certainly, fighting between rival 
Lebanese factions in Israeli-occupied zones and the 
profiteering of Israeli army officers and soldiers are 
renuniscent of conditions that prevailed when Syna 
donunated the same areas. 

As time passes, the only success for the Israelis in 
Lebanon that sticks in the mind is that of the Israeli air 
force, that is to say the branch of the armed forces that 
is remote from the affairs of the Lebanese people. By 
contrast, Israeli officers, soldiers and government officials 
on the ground in Lebanon are doing their best to enrich 
themselves or their country by taking advantage of 
conditions here. In certain instances, their acts can be 
characterised as sheer vandalism, such as the dismantling 
of the computer centre belonging to Middle East Airlines 
and carting it off to Isracl together with the company’s 
telephone system. Israelis also took away a helicopter 
belonging to the Lebanese Helicopter Company, a private 
firm. and confiscated some equipment from OGER- 
lebanon, the company that has been clearing debns 
from Beirut’s streets and in the outskirts of the city. 

Unquestionably, Israel's biggest windfall in Lebanon 
was the huge cache of armoured vehicles, tanks, guns 
and ammunition which were left behind by the departing 
Palestinian guerrillas. An Iranian pilot who sought refuge 
recently in Austria has confirmed the report first publish- 
ed in this newsletter that Israel is selling to Iran a portion 
of this hoard of arms, particularly tanks. 

li a. meantime, Israelis are doing their best to 
increase their exports to Lebanon of fruit, canned goods, 
contectionery. olives and olive oil, cement, glass and 
industrial diamonds. The monthly earnings from Lebanon 
for Israel from exports and invisibles are now around $30 
million. In addition, the Israelis are offering a transit 
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service through the port of Haifa, with delivery of any 
container to any point in Lebanon under the control of 
the Israelis or the Lebanese governement for LL 1,000 
($235). Comparable charges for delivery of containers 
over much shorter distances through the port of Beirut 
are twice as high — and this does not include customs 
charges. 


Moves against illegal ports are blocked 


These actions by the Israelis delay any implementat- 
ion of Lebanese government plans to re-impose control 
over the country’s illegal ports. As long as this loophole 
in the system is exploited by Israel, the Lebanese govern- 
ment’s ability to boost its revenues by collecting customs 
dues will be undermined. 

So far, Lebanese reactions to Israeli efforts to extract 
profits through their grip on part of the Lebanese econ- 
omy have been negative. There is growing disenchantment 
with the Israelis, their standards of behaviour, their 
attitudes and their downright greed for profit from their 
conquest of Lebanon. And both Lebanese and Israelis 
cannot but be aware of the striking differences between 
Lebanon’s MEA, crippled for months by Israeli intrans- 
igence but now operating at 80 per cent of capacity, and 
E] Al, the Israeli airline, which is going out of business in 
a country which receives $3 billion in aid each year and 
draws in hundreds of thousands of tounsts. 

Most telling of all the differences has been the 
contrast between Israel’s depreciating currency and the 
Lebanese pound, which has risen in value in six weeks by 
20 per cent against the dollar and by 25 per cent against 
the French franc and sterling. It is no wonder therefore 
that the Israelis, who suffer from suffocating exchange 
controls intended to defend the ever-depreciating shekc! 
arc out to reap benefits from the opportunities afforded 
them in conquered Lebanon. 








LIBYA 


INDUSTRIAL RESULTS FOR 1982, TARGETS FOR 1983 TABULATED 
Tripoli AL-MUNTIJUN in Arabic 16 Oct 82 pp 6-7 


(Table: "Targeted 1983 Production of Factories Belonging to the Economic and 
Light Industry Sector"] 


[See chart on following pages] 
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LIBYA 


NATION'S HIGH CIGARETTE CONSUMPTION CONDEMNED 
Tripoli AL-MUNTIJUN in Arabic 16 Oct 82 p 5 


/Article: "The Local Market Is Swamped With Local and Imported Tobacco" ] 


/Text/ Although it bears the writing, by international agreement, "Harmful to 
your health:" 


Although the publicity mobilized for it has been prohibited to the media, especial- 
ly the radio and television, by an international agreement that has almost been 
unanimously accepted; and in spite of the manufacturing companies’ "veto," none- 
theless, the demand for it is increasing. 


Although it burns during the process of one's "enjoyment" of it--and that is conse- 
quently a process of burning up mone’ which puts the person who pursues it in the 
class of "spendthrifts," and spendthrifts are the brothers of "devils," so that 
this categorization, which is "religious" among us, the community of Moslems, rises 
to the level of "prohibition," in the sense that "cigarettes" are forbidden, in 
view of the forbidden squandering and destruction of money they entail--the number 
of smokers, Moslems and non-Moslems, is increasing. Although it is an odious 
"colonialist exploitation" of this "satanic" weed, and a less severe alternative 

to the crime of "intoxicating people" which is now prohibited in accordance with 
all the laws and customs in effect, nonetheless, some people who are in the fore- 
front of the fight against and the resistance to colonialism adhere to the habit 

of "smoking" and make statements against colonialism and its destructive ways only 
with cigarettes in their fingers. 


In spite, in spite, in spite: 


In spite of all this, the shortage, or sense of a shortage, in the amounts of 
tobacco for consumption in our local market has led to the emergence of "lines" 
of people anxious to acquire the tobacco in excess and in numbers greater than 
daily consumption, The acquisition leads to the "storage" of the tobacco, which 
increases the intensity of the state of tightness in its availability, the de- 
fensive acts, through fighting and shoving, to increase one's numbers of "packs" 
of tobs.cco, and curses and imprecations against the people who have caused the 
disappearance and bottlenecks in the production of this tobacco. It is as if we 
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are no longer concerned with anything except smoking, smoking and smoking. No cne 
is too shy to tell you, "Listen, brother, there is a shortage of rice but there is 
no shortage of tobacco," without feeling selfish and enamored of himself alone in 
making this statement because he may be the only "smoker'' among the six members of 
his family, for instance, and since they get rice while he gets tobacco, he there- 
fore insists on getting what he needs before what they need. God has business with 
his creatures, 


Some people had hardly felt a shortage in the quantity of "cigarettes" brought into 
the market, whether manufactured locally or imported, when their selfishness muti- 
nied and rebelled, and they proceeded to curse the "days" that had imposed on them 
the need to fight the cavalcade of Zionist death and destruction, as they had dic- 
tated that they acquire 20 cigarettes a day instead of 60. The rates of the daily 
burning up of this poisonous material, which is harmful to one's health, has risen 
above the normal, customary level here, to the point where the consumption in our 
local market, for example, in the past year on the basis of official figures on to- 
bacco production, asserts that that is more than 5,400 tons a year. 


Quantities in Billions 


The volume of consumption, or the sale of 5,465 tons a year, means, in the language 
of figures, when converted into "individual cigarettes," 5 billion--that is, 5 bil- 
lion, not million--cigarettes a year. In other words, in 1981 5,000 million cigar- 
ettes per year were sold in sales stalls and various distribution centers in the 
jamahiriyah, whose population is around 3 million and not all of whose members 
smoke without a doubt; rather, the ratio of smokers in the population is 60 percent. 
In addition a number of smokers are the guests of the society, "residents" in a 
manner that adds a contribution to the consumption of "cigarettes," in terms of 
smoking, storage and black market dealings, in addition to re-exportation which is 
permitted by law and re-exportation which is not, namely smuggling, since the low 
price of Libyan cigarettes (in spite of their quality) encourages their presence 
on the "black market" in the societies close to us, the first of them being the 
/foreign/ workers in our homes, 


The Table Shows the Extent of the Market Demand for Local and Imparted Cigarettes 
and the Course of Production in the First 6 Months of 1982 


Month Volume of Actual: Volume of Demand Rate of Produc- Observations 
Production (Tons) in the Market (Tons) tion (Percent) 

January 185.190 217 85.2 

February 150.975 275 54.9 

March 177.365 284 62.4 

April 243.861 384 63.5 

May 290.760 405 71.8 

June 224.104 283 79.2 

July 158.987 383 41.5 A drop during 
month of Ramadan 

August 269.745 294 91.8 

September 201.102 207 65.5 


/Total/ Rate of actual production to demand in the jamahiriyah cigarette in general 
is 67,2 percent, 
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Observation: This rate of actual production should be considered 168 percent of 
the production plan set forth for 1982 


However, it still is not enough to meet the needs of the local market. 
Fill Yourselves with Tobacco 


In the face of this shortage, to get it disappear and give relief to the "“agonies" 
of smokers, it has been decided to "flood the local market" with an amount that ex- 
ceeds all the force of greed of smokers or people who are anxious to buy cigarettes. 


Cigarette importers’ fleets have started arriving at our harbors, and, so that we 
can reassure people who are sharing in the anxiety, we tell them that the ships 
have started unloading inported "tobacco" of various types and all tastes from 
their holds, even for people who have no taste for it but are anxious to receive 
their share of the tobacco in the Libyan market to dispose of as they wish. 


Warnings of Flooding 


For the benefit of our good citizens--even those who smoke--we state that the warn- 
ings of the flooding that has the goal of satisfying every taste are that our pro- 
duction plan for this industry are being turned upside down, and our society, most 
of all, is being prevented from going through with the process of "self-financing" 
to meet the requirements of setting up the ''new factory" that was built in recent 
years at a cost of more than 40 million dinars in hard currency. After all this, 
we ask permission to state, "Fill yourselves with tobacco, eat the tobacco, smoke 
the imports, and permit others to consume the tobacco you manufacture locally. 

You are free to do as you like. What is produced locally is, for your information, 
sold at below cost. 


A Comparison from Outside 


"Also just to remind you, in one of our previous issues we published news compar- 
ing last year's sales figures with the amount that smokers consume in Egypt, whcse 
population totals 40 million people, even though this news figure exaggerates the 
figure for local consumption at the expense of exports." 


A Technical Report 


In addition, in a report he wrote, our brother the secretary of the Higher People's 
Tobacco Committee stresses that there have been "shortages" and bottlenecks in 
meeting the requirements of cigarette smokers in general in the course of the past 
months, that is, since the start of the fifth month of this year. 


The main cause of the shortage lies in the fact that the production plan set forth 
for the production of cigarettes, cigars and local tobacco over the past years was 
based on producing 40 percent of the actual quantities to be marketed for the pur- 
pose of meeting consumers’ needs. Remaining actual requirements would be met by 
importing 60 percent of the cigarettes, cigars and tobacco from abroad. There 

are sound reasons for this. 
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Stopping Imports 


the start of th s year, 1982, cigar, cigarette and tobacco imports suddenly 
stopped. The plant was not able to make up for that by changing the production 
plan which had previously been set out before the end of 1981. 


The technical report adds another reason for the emergence of the bottleneck. That 
is the plant's failure to obtain the "budget" it requires to import cigarettes, 
cigars and tobacco, which had been set at a level of 13 million dinars. In accord- 
ance with the budget, agreement was given only to 15 percent of the allocations 
required, or just 2,169,000 dinars. One should note that this agreement was made 
at the end of April 1982, and one should bear in mind that the importation process, 
in the form of preparations, procedures and contacts with the international export 
market, takes time before the commodity is to arrive in Libyan ports. 


Technical Reasons 


Another reason for the bottleneck was the failure to complete certain production 
lines in the plant where testing and experimentation were to take place before 
they entered the production cycle. This was the responsibility of the foreign com- 
panies supplying these production lines. 


Contacts have now been made with these companies and they have been insistently 
asked to complete work on these lines, more than 30 months after the work was 
suspended, 


The Current Technical Situation 


The number of producers and technicians involved in work and production, as men- 
tioned, was set out on a basis of 40 percent of local production. If one wishes 
to cover the quantity needed through local production rather than imports from 
abroad, which is 60 percent of the amount required to meet smokers' needs, there 
will be no way to avoid increasing the number of producers and technicians in the 


company. 


Here there is a need for 160 ordinary producers to enable the factory to operate 
at one integrated shift without resorting to overtime work. That will require 
about 500 producers and technicians if the factory is to be able to function at a 
rate of two continuous shifts. 


Over recent months, the factory has continued to operate at 10 continuous hours 
per day with its original producers at a rate of one and a half shifts. For that 
reason it has been able to produce only at an average rate of 67.2 percent of the 
quantities to be marketed and to meet smokers’ needs, That is, there still is a 
deficit in meeting 32.8 percent of needs. 


A Great Deficit 


The technical report claims that this deficit is a large one, one that the con- 
sumer can sense, with the result that he then engages in the process of hoarding 
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the requirements he estimates, and on some occasions more than that, which undoubt- 
edly exacerbates the deficit, since people who obtain more than they need are in 
reality pre-empting the needs of others. In spite of that, it will be possible to 
meet the shortage through imports, if only in a temporary fashion, in 1983, when it 
will be possible actually to change the production line and supply the entire mar- 
ket with local production. 


The Charts Show 


To round out this technical report, we are accompanying it with the publication of 
charts in figures and data that provide a further clarification of the whole subject. 


Last, but not least: 


Do not be anxious. The tobacco is in our harbors, and smokers, and others besides 
them, have only to fill themselves up, "burning for the smoke,'' in order to obtain 
it. At the same time, we call upon you to engage in mass athletics--can you do so 
with your chest "rotting away'' with tobacco that does not fatten one or drive hung- 
er away? Forward: 


11887 
CsO: 4504/49 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


PATROL BOAT--Delivery of the Beir Glulud, a high speed missile-launching 
patrol boat with a 3ll-ton displacement, was taken on 30 July 1952. This is 
the fourth in a series of 10 identical vessels being manufactured by Construc- 
tions Mecaniques de Normandie for the navy. Their specifications are as fol- 
lows: total length: 49 meters; water line length: 46.20 meters; maximum water 
line width: 7.10 meters; molded depth at the middle: 4.05 meters; draft under 
keel at average displacement: 2 meters; light displacement, unarmed: 258 tons; 
loaded displacement: 311 tons; propulsion: 4 type MD-20-V-538-TB-91 MTU 
diesel motors, 4 shafts; power: 18,000 HP (4 x 4,500 HP); speed at 284-ton dis- 
placement: 39 knots; weaponry: 1 76 mm Oto Melara gun, 1 4O-mm Breda Bofors 
double-barreled gun, 4 Otomat missiles; crew: 19 officers and 8 crewmen. 
[Text] [Paris AFRIQUE DEFENSE in French No 55, Oct 82 p 6] 9693 


ARGENTINE RECEPTION--Former President of the Republic of Argentina Leopold 
Galtieri, relieved of his responsibilities by the military junta in June after 
the Falklands defeat, was the unexpected star of a reception given by the 
Libyan Embassy in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Diplomatic sources maintained 
that Mr Galtieri and his wife had been invited to the reception through 
Colonel (Qaidhdhafi's personal instructions. During the war of the Falklands the 
Colonel had offered Argentina [as published]. [Text] [Paris AFRIQUE DEFENSE 
in French No 55, Oct 82 p 6] 9693 


SOVIET AIlD--The Soviet Union will participate in the construction of the }70- 
kilometer Marsa El Brega-Misurata gas pipeline under the terms of a Soviet- 
Libyan cooperative agreement. This pipeline will supply the metallurgical 
plant and the chemical complexes to be built on the Mediterranean coast with 


cas. TASS is stressing the cooperation between the two countries in petroleum 
extraction which, according to the agency, is experiencing "fortunate 
development." The Soviet specialists and their Libyan colleagues, added the 


arency, are currently drilling in the area of the Saris deposit. More than 30 
wells have already been drilled, providing an annual increase in production 
from 3 to 4 million tons. [Text] [Paris AFRIQUE DEFENSE in French No 5), 

Oct 82 p 8] 9693 

ZIMBABWE PROTOCOL--Libya and Zimbabwe have signed a protocol for economic and 
commercial cooperation. [Text] [Paris AFRIQUE DEFENSE in French No 4), 


ct 82 p 8] 9693 


[RANIAN EXPERTS--A group of Iranian oi] industry experts has been sent to 
Libya. According to an Iranian Petroleum Ministry official, these 10 experts 
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specintized particularly in drilling, geophysics and geology. "They will 
stay in Libya," he added, "until they have trained specialists to replace 
them." The official added that Tripoli had requested 200 Iranian technicians 
"to replace the Americans. Other groups of specialists will be sent." 

[Text] [Paris AFRIQUE DEFENSE in French No 55, Oct 82 p 8] 9693 


DC-8 SALE--Air Supply has Just sold United African Airlines a secondhand 


series 52 McDonnell Douglas DC-8 transport plane. [Text] [Paris AFRIQUE 
DEFENSE in French No 55, Oct 82 p 8] 9693 


CSO: 4519/56 
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SYRIA 


DEFENSE MINISTER TALAS ON ISRAELI INTENTIONS IN LEBANON 
Beirut ISTIRATIJIYA in Arabic No 9, Oct 82 pp 6-11 


[Excerpts] Zionist ambitions in southern Lebanon whose dreadful circumstances 
we are experiencing today after the Zionist invasion of 5 June 1982 are not a 
product of our time or even of the circumstances and consequences of the 
Lebanese situation that developed after the destructive civil war that began in 
L975 and whose effects are still felt. Nor are they a product of the fragmen- 
tation of the Arab world caused by the Camp David accords. American and 
Zionist plans both contributed to the creation and continuation of fragmenta- 
tion that could be used as a suitable starting point and historical opportunity 
for realizing Zionist ambitions in Lebanon. 


These ambitions go back a long time. It is perhaps useful to review their seeds, 
inception, and historical development by studying what might be called the 
"Zionist strategy and southern Lebanon." For this purpose it is convenient to 
divide our study into two stages: the stage before the existence of the Zionist 
entity and the stage after it. 


Plans of the Zionist Entity in the Present Stage 


After the events of Black September in Jordan (1970), Lebanon began to be con- 
verted into a home for concentrating the growing Palestinian population while it 
was being converted into the main center of the armed Palestinian resistance 
movement in its operations and activities against the Zionist entity, especially 
in the South. The military hostilities against southern Lebanon and Lebanon 

as a whole began to intensify without distinguishing between fedayeen bases and 
civilian population areas. And the plots against the entire country of Lebanon 
likewise heated up. 


Zionist circles in cooperation with American imperialism proceeded to realize 
their historical ambitions in Lebanon in a number of ways, perhaps the most 
conspicuous being action to weaken the cohesion and national unity of the 
Lebanese people and frustrate the attempt at Muslim-Christian coexistence under 
a unitary democratic government. Perhaps we should recall today what Ben 


Gurion said to Foreign Minister Moshe Sharett in 1954: "This is the propitious 
hour to set up a Christian state near us. Without our initiative and active 
help, it will never come into being. It seems to me this is the main task now, 
or at least one of the main tasks of our foreign diplomacy."[{1] Israel found a 
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historical opportunity in the outbreak oi! the sectarian struggle in Lebanon 
during the deterioration of social and class struggle that involved Christians 
and Muslims alike. Through its agents Israel was able to exploit some wrong 
practices and undisciplined actions by some sectarian militias, on the one 
hand, and the wrong practices of some elements of the resistance, on the other, 
to transform the social struggle, which could have been settled within the 
framework of national unity, into a bloody and destructive struggle that took 
on an ugly sectarian appearance. 


The Zionist plans aimed at imposing strategic control over the South in accord- 
ance with their traditional ambitions, i.e., up to the Litani line, a line 
that has come to be called the red line, and at keeping the entire Lebanese 
situation unstable and incapable of moving until Israel is able to make such 
strategic control a permanent Lebanese, Arab, and international reality. 


While the Lebanese government is unable even to confront the petty separatist 
state in the south because of the harsh conditions prevailing after the civil 
war and while Arab weakness is an obstacle to offering real help to Lebanon to 
prevent part of its land from being swallowed up, we see the Camp David partic- 
ipants working to coordinate their efforts and reach an understanding on 
Lebanon. 


It is worth noting that only 40 days after Secretary of State Alexander Haig 
announced in Chicago what he called the "American plan for peace in the Middle 
East", which includes an "initiative" to settle the Lebanese crisis, the army 
of the Zionist enemy on 6 June 1982 began the barbaric invasion of Lebanese 
territory dispatching, according to estimates of the military observers, 6 
armored divisions with 2 airborne brigades, the fighting force consisting of 
about 120,000 of the best troops. The Israeli war machine equipped with the 
latest American weapons used all its power. The invasion was coordinated by 
the two allies. The finishing touches were put on the invasion plan and its 
timing agreed to in the Pentagon, the official seat of the American department 
of defense during the visit of the Zionist Minister of Defense Ariel Sharon to 
Washington in the latter part of May 1982. On 6 June 1982 Secretary Haig 
announced that the American administration had previously known of the invasion 
and that Begia informed it of the details of the Israeli military operation in 
Lebanon befor? undertaking it. Washington was not satisfied with offering 
political cover for the Zionist aggression in the Security Council and engaging 
in maneuvers to gain as much time as possible for the Zionists to enable them 
to continue executing their aggressive plan. It even embraced the Israeli 
pretexts, positions, and conditions regarding the situation in Lebanon and 
moved its fleets and aircraft carriers to the Eastern Mediterranean near the 
Line agreed to in order to provide Israel with support and complete protection 
against a possible expansion of the war zone and the participation of other 
forces therein. 


The aggression occurring in the course of the escalating Zionist-—American 
assault in our region, especially after the signing of the Camp David treaty, 
is no surprise. The ruling circles in the Zionist entity had been preparing 
internally and externally for about a year to launch a full-scale attack on 
the Syrian-Palestinian front and national Lebanese forces on the pretext of 
protecting Israeli security and eliminating the threat to the settlements in 
northern Israel. 
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The aggression was timed to coincide with the intensified efforts and activi- 
ties of the American-Zionist alliance to try to block and contain the latest 
developments of the Iraqi-Iranian war, compete with the impact and effects of 
the war on the overall situation in the region, and prevent the ‘rab resist- 
ance forces from seizing the initiative in exposing the attempts at Arabicizing 
the war, paralyzing their activity in resisting the Arabization of Camp David, 
holding back the trend toward surrender, and hampering the American-Zionist 
design in Lebanon. The timing of the aggression was also related to the 
failure of the iron occupation grip policy to affect the steadfastness of the 
masses of the occupied regions, their unanimity in resisting the scheme of 
autonomy and civil administration, and the rallying around the PLO as the only 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people wherever they may be. The 
ageression also came at a time when Arab division and fragmentation had 
reached an unprecedented level so that the collusion of reactionary Arabs, 
their eagerness to tie themselves to the wheel of American policy, their 
increasing readiness to participate more and more in the implementation of 
American plans in the region formed one of the most important factors that 
prevented Washington from necessitating to give the Israeli rulers the green 
light to carry out their aggression, which was designed to bring about a 
strategic change in the region and pave the way for the execution of the 
American-Zionist scheme whose goal, in addition to the fate of Lebanon itself 
as an entity and as a people, is to liquidate the Palestinian resistance move- 
ment and all the other forces of steadfastness and national liberation, broaden 
the Camp David process, and force the entire Arab region to surrender and sub- 
mit to American-Zionist hegemony. 


The penetration of the invading Zionist forces i:*o Lebanon and the accompany- 
ing savage war of destruction inflicted on the Lebanese and Palestinian 

peoples as well as the Zionist conditions and demands escalating day by day 
began to expose one after the other the aims of the American-Zionist alliance 
behind the aggression. The Zionists revealed that the direct strategic objec- 
tive of their aggression was not to push the Palestinian resistance forces 

40 km back from the borders, as they announced in the beginning, but to realize 
Zionist expansionist ambitions at Lebanon's expense, devastate the largest 
amount of land possible, destroy the military structure of the Palestinian 
resistance, kill the greatest number of Palestinians and Lebanese possible, 
crush the Lebanese National Movement, provoke and strike Syria before it can 
complete its preparations for achieving a strategic balance with the Zionist 
entity, execute the American-Zionist plan for resolving the Lebanese crisis by 
expelling the Syrian and Palestinian forces from Lebanon and converting it into 
a "security belt" for the Zionist entity and a base for the American Rapid 
Deployment Foree under the screen of deployment of the multinational force to 
supervise the arrangements for the settlement in Lebanon in the same way as in 
OlnNnal. 


So much for Lebanon. As for the Palestine issue, the American-Zionist alli- 
ance is basing its calculations on the abiity to deal a crushing blow to the 
PLO in Lebanan and to expel Syria in order to lay the groundwork for the 
autonomy scheme and the plans for liquidating the Palestinian issue and to 
encourage the occupation's agents in the occupied areas to take part in the 
scheme. Yitzhak Shamir, foreign minister of the Zionist entity, states that 
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he believes "the Israeli operation in Lebinon is likely to abolish the threat 
of the PLO and remove it from the inhabitants of the occupied areas and allow 
them to join the negotiations for self-rule."[2] 


Some elements of the American-Zionist alliance are betting on the possibility 
that the PLO will be finally eliminated from the political equations of the 
Arab-Israeli struggle. The views of these circles were expressed by Hagay 
Eshed, political editor of the Israeli newspaper DAVAR, in an article entitled 
"Objectives of the War in Lebanon." He wrote: "The purpose of the invasion is 
to oust the PLO from the sphere of the Arab-Israeli struggle. The PLO is not 

a participant in any thing or action in which Israel is involved. It confuses, 
disturbs, and alarms the Palestinians in the occupied areas as well as the 
Jordanians. It impedes progress towards peace. Whoever wants progress towards 
peace must drive this disturber, the PLO, away from negotiations. This will 
happen only after the military wing of the PLO is clipped."[3] 


There are other (Israeli) elements who realize that the Palestinian issue and 
resistance cannot be destroyed with a military blow, but they entertain illu- 
sions of a different kind and are betting that the Zionist aggression will 
weaken the PLO politically and militarily just as they are betting on (the 
success of) attempts at splitting the ranks of the organization and breaking 
up its combat cohesion with Syria in a way that will facilitate the imple- 
mentation of the American-Zionist settlement arrangements by a Palestinian 
cover. These elements are expecting, as the newspaper AL HAMISHMAR says, "the 
possibility that the Israeli military operation in Lebanon will lead to a 
situation of powerlessness and frustrated hopes among Palestinian organizations 
so that they will have no one to rely on, not even Syria, and have no choice 
but to come to an understanding with Israel."[4] 


While all the evidence points to the fact that critical elements in Zionist 
political and military establishments, as confirmed by Israeli newspapers, are 
planning to make the devastation of Lebanese territory a prelude to an all-out 
war with Syria on the grounds that as long as such a war is inevitable, sooner 
or later, it is in the interest of the Zionist entity to launch it early, 
before Syria completes its preparations for the war. The leaders of the Zion- 
ist entity claimed at first that they did not want to fight with Syria unless 
syrian forces attacked the Israeli Army, and they tried by tneir statements in 
the early days of the aggression to obscure the participation of Syria in 
resisting it. The purpose was to feed the campaign of doubt mounted against 
Syria by a band of reactionary Arabs. AL HAMISHMAR revealed that the reason 
for claiming that Israel does not want war with Syria was to confront Syria 
with a serious problem. The paper said: "The failure of Syria to enter the war 
in Lebanon is important for us not only on account of the very serious blood- 
shed that would probably result from such a situation, but also because it 
presents Syria with a grave problem, i.e., loss of prestige in the Arab world 
and, accordingly, a bolstering of Egyptian power. That is undoubtedly the aim 
of American policy too, i.e., to weaken Syria's influence vis-a-vis Iraq and 
Egypt as well as to weaken Soviet influence in the Arab streets."[5] AL 
HAMISHMAR discovered at the same time that there are powerful forces in the 
Israeli government which think the current opportunity should be exploited "to 
settle accounts with Syria once and for all. The newspaper HA'OLAM HAZEH 
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believes the Americans in their talks with Sharon in Washington approved of 
the Israeli operation in Lebanon because they want this opportunity to be 
exploited to deal Syria and its army a mortal blow."[6] 


So much for the objectives of the aggression. From the practice: standpoint, 
the American-Zionist alliance has begun to move swiftly to use the actual 
situation resulting from the aggression as a means of implementing its plans 
in Lebanon and attempt to harvest the fruits of the aggression politically. 
Accordingly, committees have been formed whose task is to monitor the imple- 
mentation of the plans and direct the political battle in Lebanon. An emer- 
gency committee chaired by Vice President Bush was formed in Washington to 
deal specifically with the situation in Lebanon. A seven-member miuisterial 
committee chaired by Begin was formed in the Zionist entity to negotiate 
political arrangements in Lebanon. A committee of experts is to work up 
Israeli proposals for what are called security arrangements in Southern 
Lebanon. Within the framework of strategic cooperation and coordination 
between the American and Zionist allies, Menachem Begin visited Washington on 
16 June 1982. Final decisions were made on the alliance's plans for Lebanon 
and the region in the light of the new changes. Against this background the 
Zionist entity renewed its conditions for withdrawing from Lebanon. They can 
be summarized as follows: 


(1) Expulsion of Syrian and Palestinian forces from Lebanese territory and 
adoption of arrangements guaranteeing against the return of the Palestinian 
resistance to Lebanese territory. 


(2) Creation of an arms-free zone extending hO km from the borders between 
Lebanon and occupied Palestine. 


(3) Formation of a multinational force to be stationed on Lebanese territory 
to supervise the execution of the arrangements made. 


Mor several reasons the alliance is apparently taking into account the possi- 
bility of a situation arising in which Lebanon will remain for a shorter or 
longer period of time divided on the basis of the cease-fire lines. The news- 
paper DAVAR spoke about this possibility. Its political editor Hagay Eshed 
said a situation may arise whereby Lebanon will be divided into zones of influ- 
ence on the basis of the existing reality: independent Christian zone, zone 
under Israeli protection, zone in charge of Sa'd Haddad, and zone under Syrian 
control.|7] 


The Arabs traveling under the American umbrella do not even dream of an even- 
handed American position. After the resignation of Secretary of State Haig 
interrupted their train of thought and fantasies at his press conference in 
Washington on 1 July 1982 when he refused to condemn the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon and revealed his thinking and sympathy with what he called the goals 
and aims of the invasion. He also claimed at the same time that his adminis- 
taation was "surprised" by the Israeli destruction of which he had not pre- 
viously been aware.[8]. 
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Political observers commented on this poi c, saying: President Reagan's 

remarks on Israeli destruction are words that are in no way diplomatic or 
politically logical, for it is generally known that his administration signed 

a "strategic understanding" document with Israel. No one believes the destruc- 
tion ahd aggression like that carried out in Lebanon could be contrary to this 
understanding, let alone continue or be premature. The Zionist aggression and 
its military consequences and the scope of the intervention could only be part 
of a strategic operation, as announced by American sources themselves. 


Secretary of State Haig, now resigned, previously announced that Israel with- 
drawal is not at all realistic until the main goals are achieved. They were 
proclaimed by the Americans, by none other than Haig. Kissinger too regarded 
the invasion as a major opportunity for American diplomacy, not to mention the 
statements made and the nine points Haig set forth in his letter to Begin. 
What is more important is that Israeli destruction extending to the capital of 
an independent state cannot be achieved by the decision of one party under the 
(existing) international circumstances. Political logic is aware that the 
local and the international are intertwined, especially since there is a mutual 
strategic understanding between America and Israel on this point. It appears, 
therefore, that President Reagan's statement that his administration did not 
know ahead of time about the Zionist aggression were (mere) "words" unworthy 
of the president of a big state. The Egyptian regime announced for its part 
that it did know ahead of time, so how could that have "escaped" the American 
administration? 


FRANCE PRESSE reported President Reagan as saying that the administration's 
objectives in Lebanon can be summarized as follows: formation of a strong 
central government able to control Lebanon, withdrawal of "foreign" forces 
(Syrian, Israeli, and Palestinian?), and guarantee of Israel's security. 


These three conditions are sufficient to confirm that Reagan knew ahead of time 
and that his administration pianned and arranged a very dirty Zionist aggres- 
sion. We are convinced Mr Reagan knows that war is the use of violence to 
achieve more than a political goal, that is, war is another method for pursuing 
diplomacy. The American president announced at his press conference yesterday 
that he wants the Palestine question to be settled politically within the Camp 
David framework. Yet he asserted publicly that his administration was "Sur- 
prised" by the Israeli invasion. 

On the other hand, President Reagan made it clear that it is difficult for the 
American government to determine whether Israeli military operations in Lebanon 
are to be regarded as a violation of American law relating to military aid to 
Israel. 


This is odd coming from Reagan, for we know that American law prohibits the 
use of arms except for defense. The issue was raised by an American committee 


of lawyers who condemned the Zionist aggression. It also stirred up minor 
debates in Congress. 


But law is one thing and actual Zionist aggression is another. Reagan knows 


that the 1949 Lebanese-Israeli armistice borders are internationally recognized 
borders. The enemy's forces swept over them many times in the law few years. 
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if Sidon and Tyre were not devastated at the request of the Lebanese govern- 
ment and if tens of thousands of dead and wounded and the use of inter- 
nationally banned weapons do not fall within the sphere of defense, the 

Israeli assault therefore now clearly appears to be an aggression intended to 
confirm a new fait accompli. It does not come within the frame: ork of defense, 
dut constitutes a realization of policy by violence. Yet Mr Reagan is still 
not convinced that American arms were indeed used in offensive or defensive 
yperations. There is some uncertainty about that, as Mr Reagan said. 


Reagan knows very well that the destruction of Tyre and Sidon and the massacre 
in the Palestinian camps and elsewhere are military operations characterized 
by extreme aggressive violence against the land of others. 


The international press and particularly the American press revealed that 
Israel employed all the internationally banned American chemical weapons and 
cluster bombs. Mr Reagan did not deny or mention them because the unexploded 
bomb was a witness to the crime of the American war in Lebanon. The American 
press recently disclosed that the American administration had shipped to the 
4ionist enemy tens of thousands of cluster bombs and other internationally 
banned weapons in accordance with the deal concluded in 1978. The Zionist 
enemy used them in the aggression of March 1978 in southern Lebanon. 


What shall we say to Mr Reagan who refuses to concemn the Zionist invasion 
while all international public opinion proclaimed its condemnation of the 
aggression? 


Shall we tell him we are convinced American arms were used in aggressive opera- 


= ‘ 
tions 


He Knows very well that tens of thousands of dead and the destruction of entire 
cities) are neo-Nazism and that this violence falls in the category ot assault 
and that its war material is also aggressive. 

At any rate, AFP reported that Zionist circles expressed satisfaction with the 
statements made yesterday by the American president. These circles indicated 
complete correspondence in views on the objectives of the invasion of Lebanon 
announced by Begin and the American understanding of the settlement as 
announced by Mr. Reagan. 


We will not answer Mr Reagan on this occasion, leaving it instead to Dean 
Brown, former President Gerald Ford's ambassador to Lebanon in 1976 who is 
president of the Middle East Institute in Washington. Dean Brown said: 
All talk now about some American officials wanting to preserve the unity of 
Lebanese territory is the height of hypocrisy. He confirmed that the American 
administration had prior knowledge of the Zionist invasion of Lebanon since 
Christmas 1981. Brown set forth three important objectives of the Zionist 
invasion of Lebanon in the interest of the Zionist enemy and the United States. 


He said the first objective was to crush the PLO, which was agreed to by the 
United States. He quoted Secretary of State Haig's remarks upon assuming 
office in 1980 when he demanded an end to what he called premeditated terror- 
ism. ‘Therefore, the Israeli attack on the PLO wins complete approval whenever 


it iS made. 











Brown noted the second objective was to ploody and weaken Syria. This 
jective too gained American approval. 


Brown explained the third objective of the Zionist aggression was to set up 
a state friendly to Israel that would embrace all of Lebanon and to frighten 
the inhabitants of the occupied Arab territories in both the West Bank and 
7aza into yielding to atever the Israelis demand of them. Brown asserted 
with respect to this objective that the underlying calculations will be 
proven totally mistaken because the invasion will kindle the spirit of 
nationalism among the Palestinians in these areas. 


Brown added that the Israelis want to expel the Palestinians from Lebanon and 
play a decisive role in organizing the Lebanese government and dictating who 
the future ruler of Lebanon will be. 


However, the thing for which I cannot find any explanation is General Haig's 
attitude toward the Zionist invasion of Lebanon. We understand that the 
visible interests of the United States coincide with the near- and long-term 
interests of the Zionists. but General Haig in his hostility to the Arabs 
goes far beyond what Begin craves. Then there is something really striking, 
that is, Alexander Haig took Begin by the hand before he entered the White 
House to meet President ~ »-gan on 17 June 1982 and said to him: "Be careful 
not to vaccilate...nold vour point of view." How do we explain this 
incident except on the ba a desperate struggle for power which has 
blinded Alexander Haig so tnact he can no longer see anything in the world 
except Zionism and his futu.e dreams of Jewish votes in American presidential 
elections. 


We can conclude, in short, from the Israeli press and the statements of Zionist 
officials that the Zionist entity is planning in agreement with the United 
i = 4 


States to prolong its occupation of Lebanese territory in order to further 
complicate the Arab-Israeli struggle that will overcome the other parties in 
his struggle and lessen its stench, presence, and dynamism in international 


ircles and permit the Americans to play the role of mediator in the Middle 
East to deal with the new compiications. 


Meanwhile, the Zionist occupation forces in southern Lebanon are working to 
enlarge the petty state of Sa'd Haddad by forcing new areas to join him so that 
Israel can propose the state some time in the future as a main party in any 
possible negotiations to settle the Lebanese crisis and use it, at the same 
time, to cover the operation cf ridding Lebanon of the camps of the Palestinian 
refugees whom Haddad announced he wants to force to leave Lebanon. This opera- 
tion may be part of a plan to do away with the Palestine issue, expel the PLO 
from Lebanese territory, and resettle the refugees in Jordan. 


These are the calculations and bets of the American-Zionist alliance. They 
can be confronted by an extreme determination to continue the struggie as well 
as a high degree of Syrian-Palestinian-national Lebanese combat solidarity, 
which relies on mobilization of all the resources of the nationalist Arab 
Liberation movement supported by progressive and liberation forces throughout 
the world headed by the USSR. The latter has declared that Zionist aggression 











against the Palestinian and Lebanese peoples will not go unpunished. It also 
asserted it would stand alongside the Arabs, in deeds not words, in their 
struggle against the American-Zionist alliance. 
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